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HENRI DAVIGNON. 



A WORD TO THE READER. 

We have collected in the present volume a certain number of texts, facsimiles, and other 
photographs of such a nature as to give an accurate picture of the heroic but deplorable situation of 
Belgium in the present war. Our country which existed by Right has been crushed by Might. But 
her honour remains, and with it remains the glory of the struggle in which she has sought to avenge her 
afflictions. After a superhuman effort on the part of her soldiers under the leadership of their King, 
and vigorous protests on the part of her Government and moral, civil and religious authorities, and 
while awaiting the day of reparation which must inevitably come, Belgium avails herself of her right 
to make clear to the world how loyal has been her spirit and how undeserved her sufferings. Indeed, 
it is her duty to do so. An enemy, strong beyond all measure, defying treaties and setting at nought 
the most solemn promises, has fallen upon her, laid her low and devastated her according to a pre- 
conceived plan, and left her in ruins and drenched in blood, in the hope of obtaining by terrorism what 
he has been unable to obtain by threats and to compensate himself for the price he has had to pay for 
victory. Because he was checked in his advance successively at Liege, Antwerp and the Yser, the 
invading monster thought by calumny to belittle the honour and the loyalty of Belgian citizens. 

It is not our purpose here, either by argument or speeches or dissertations to reply to the systematic 
propaganda which has been carried on in neutral countries with an energy which is sufficient in itself 
to condemn it. Nothing is more convincing than the naked truth, and, in the case of Belgium, the truth 
appears in a triple light. Whoever wishes can come into contact with it in its three incarnations and 
receive from it a deep impression of the loyalty and innocence and inhnite suffering which it presents 
to anyone who examines it. 

The reader will find, first of all, in the following pages, the story of Belgium's claim to 
independence, an independence which was recognised by the Powers in 1830 in consequence of a 
spontaneous and irresistible movement in favour of it on the part of a people born to liberty. In 
1839 the Powers imposed upon the country a statute, very carefully prepared, constituting it a strictly 
neutral State. In 1870 they guaranteed that State against all attacks from outside, and in 1907 entered 
into a second formal engagement to respect both the spirit of the statute and the obligations to the 
fulfilment of which it bound them. 

We shall next see in what manner Belgium met the threats and actual violation of her rights by 
the strongest of the Powers which guaranteed the inviolability of those rights, and what were the 
true and wise precepts which Belgium recommended her unarmed population to follow. 

Finally, by the contemplation of a long succession of appalling occurrences, we shall know by 
what systematic cruelty, injustice and violation of the laws of war and of humanity itself, the aggressor 
has placed a prosperous country, which he coveted, under his yoke. 

The texts which have been reproduced speak for themselves, and may be verified in the 
historical and juridical works from which they have been collected, or in the newspapers of neutral or 
hostile countries which have called our attention to them. The unpublished statements are necessarily 
incomplete, having been collected on the battlefield or furnished by martyrs fainting from exhaustion, 
or obtained at an inquiry such as is always very dangerous and difficult to hold for fear of malicious 
reprisals on the part of the occupying army. 

However, we have collected and published a sufficient number of these statements to enable the 
reader to realise the enormous extent of the damage inflicted on the victims of the invasion, the 
unceasing and bloody persecutions to which they were exposed, and the terrible and ungoverned rage of 
the butcher. However anxious we may be for a calm discussion of the facts, it is impossible to view 
Germany's dealings with Belgium in a light other than that in which we present them. We shall see 
that for every form of suffering undergone by the Belgians, whether massacre or devastation, whether 
atrocities committed on indi\iduals or atrocities committed on communities, evidence of premeditation 
can be found in the publications of German theorists or the orders of the military commanders, or the 

arlmi<5';inns of their snlHiers. 
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We confidently hope that the perusal of this narrative will lead the impartial reader to form the 
following conclusions. 

The first is that "Belgium in resisting Germany has only performed her duty," 

Beyond the recognition of this fact Belgium asks for no mark of approval, and King Albert speaks 
in the name of all his people when he says in reply to the expressions of admiration with which he is 
greeted on all sides : " I have but done what any honest man should do." There is another conclusion 
which follows fi-om this as a corollary, and one which closely concerns Germany, namely, that the 
bargain proposed by the mighty Empire to the little nation was an infamous bargain. The German 
Chancellor himself made this clear to the whole world when he said in the Reichstag : "The wrong we 
are committing." His tardy defence, by which he hoped to allay the indignation of neutrals after 
several months of war, and which consisted in the pubhcation of two private Anglo-Belgian 
"Conversations" which wei-e already known, before the occupation of Brussels, to have taken place, 
only brought out German bad faith in a clearer light. It was necessary to alter the text of these 
conversations in the translation in order that they might support his argument. The publication of the 
garbled passages in their complete and original form affords yet another proof that not even through 
her General Staff — who, in any case, are not competent to bind the country — did Belgium ever envisage 
any mihtary action, except in consequence of an attack which she was, by treaty, bound to resist. 



The second conclusion to be drawn from the examination of the facts attested by the documents is 
that from the very beginning of the German invasion of Belgium, and before any proof could have been 
given of a hostile attitude on the part of the population, a svstem of terroiism was established. This 
system was already prepared in the minds of the leaders in conformity with the principles which 
governed their strategy. It was applied to Belgium immediately it was known that a free passage 
through the country would be refused ; and the exaggerated apprehensions which filled the minds of 
the soldiers, and in particular the dread of the " franc-tireurs," by which they were haunted, were 
additional motives for its application. The responsibility for the death of advanced patrols of Uhlans 
shot by small detachments of the regular Belgian Army sent forward to await the enemy in conceal- 
ment and then fall back and rejoin the main body, was, without any hesitation or any form of enquiry, 
thrown upon civihans. 

As a matter of fact the civilians received the fullest instructions from the authorities warning them 
of their danger ; their arms had been taken from them by order, and stored and labelled at the 
Communal Hall, and they had merely observed an attitude of curiosity with regard to the invader — 
which attitude, however, was soon changed into one of fury. They were ignorant of the true 
character of this war ; they were prepared for the horrors of the battle field ; but, outside its zone, 
they expected to experience nothing more than an orderly occupation during which the rules of war 
would be observed. 

Everywhere the Clergy had advised an attitude of calm. The first place in which the German 
troops halted after crossing the frontier at Gemmenich was the borough of Battice. The day before, 
the Cure had assured his parishioners from the pulpit that " the Germans are not savages." The 
following day the village was sacked and burned to the ground, and a number of civilians were 
assassinated. The whole of the district beyond the forts of Liege outside the range of the Belgian 
shells was the first to suffer from the application of the system. The sanguinary check inflicted on the 
invader when his armies met with an unexpected resistance was visited on the populace, for it was 
thought necessary to make such an impression upon the people that their Government would be 
induced to abandon the struggle, The calm which ensued upon the fall of Liege was quickly 
followed by fresh extortions, and on the banks of the Meuse itself, as early as the 15th of August, 
Vise was entirely destroyed for no military purpose. To this succeeded, at very short intervals^ the 
massacres at Andenne, Dinant, Tamines, Aerschot, Louvain and Termonde, accompanied, in every 
case, by pillage, incendiarism and systematic devastations. The enemy had hoped that after the 
events at Liege their passage through the country would be unopposed, but when this was continually 
denied them in conformity with strict international obligations, they set themselves to put an end to 
delay and to destroy undefended towns " by way of warning " as they themselves now confess. As long 
as there was an army in Belgium the same system was to be applied. The fury engendered by the 
thought of the losses which had been sustained and of the time which had been wasted, and the 
composition of the regiments of the first fine, did much to bring about its application. In presence 
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not necessary ;" "too much has been done." But not one of them disavowed the principle itself 
which had inspired the system. It is merely a question of degree which must be estimated, says the 
Staff Officer's Manual, solely according to military exigencies. 

And the interpretations differ according to the temper of the commentator. " Belgium has 
suffered," say the Roman Catholics, "from the circumstance that the first troops to arrive were 
Saxons or Pomeranians, sincerely convinced of the absolute power of the priests." And thus they 
explain the execution of 49 ecclesiastics who have to-day been recognised as innocent, the imprison- 
ment and ill-treatment of numbers of others, the sacrileges and the desecrations. 

Persons with an inadequate knowledge of the Belgian temperament continue to lay the blame on 
the fanaticism and the ignorance of the country people and the vagueness of the instructions issued by 
the Government, hoping thus to excuse the devastations and reprisals which took place in the south of 
Luxemburg, in the suburbs of Malines, at Limbourg and on the rural table lands near Liege. But the 
case of Dinsnt, Louvain, Namur and Termonde embarrasses tliem. In these towns the bourgeois, the 
intellectual class and the landowners had to suffer, as well as the monuments of art and science and 
charitable institutions. In these cases they endeavour to shut their eyes and express no opinion at all. 
Civilians carried away to Germany as prisoners and the few survivors of the massacres were warned 
not to speak ; the lists of bodies exhumed at Dinant were required to be given up : the Town Hall of 
Louvain was declared to be still standing and the bombardment of Termonde was described as a 
strategic necessity. 

Although the vast majority of the. less educated in Germany, debarred from enlightenment by the 
strict intellectual blockade maintained by the Censor, still hold to the legend of the " gouging out of 
eyes and the conspiracy of the priests," an inclination to refute them has manifested itself in the 
independent press. A direct lie is given to an imperial statement as it appears in the telegram to 
President Wilson. Henceforth only isolated assaults by civilians are spoken of, but the brain of the 
soldier is still nourished with the suggestion which it has been thought necessary to keep alive. His 
friends write to him from his country : " Do not let the civilians come near you " ; " Fire on those 
who approach you." And he, in his turn, does not scruple to write from the war zone : " We are 
drinking the red wine of a Cure who has been executed." 

# * 

The third conclusion which neutrals must necessarily draw in face of the facts is that the German 
army in Belgium deliberately and effectively set ai nought the rules of war. Here again, the wolf accuses 
the lamb. A single principle pervades the German notion of right : — " What is necessary or useful 
from the military point of view is permissible." The weaker party has to accept this principle and bow 
to it when resistance to it would bring upon him inordinate suffering. 

And this is how they justify their treachery in battle : expanding bullets are used because the 
morale of their enemy's ti-oops is such that they can stand up to fair blows ; hospitals and open towns 
are bombarded because fortified towns are secured against sudden attack ; asphyxiating gases are 
employed because a winter in the trenches has only had the effect of enhancing the courage of the 
Belgian soldiers. 

What is a man's life to them ? What do they care for the laws of humanity or the usages of 
civilisation ? If regard for principles which the introductory chapter of the Conventions of the Hague 
deems to be axioms universally admitted, should involve a loss of time or a sacrifice of troops, or render 
success doubtful, it must be immediately set aside in the interests of humanity itself and with a view to 
a speedy termination of the war. Hostages,- human shields and wanton shootings, such are the 
barbarous methods which will compel French, English or Belgian troops to take precautionary 
measures and reserve for themselves certain rights useful to assailants ; and they will be justified in so 
doing. 

And above all, there is the great method, of which the manual speaks — wholesale reprisals. For 
this a formula was already prepared. It is only necessary to reproduce the texts of the placards and the 
proclamations adapted to the occasion. This method may be usefully employed at all times, as upon 
the arrival anywhere of the wearied troops, in order to procure them a refreshing sleep, and executions 
have taken place by way of averting an imaginary danger. Others are synchronous with the alleged 
commis ion of the offence. Thus, when an attack is made by the regular army on a railway line, men, 
women and priests are taken from the villages of the neighbouring district, thrown into prison and 
conducted from one place to another without food or water ; a mock execution takes olace. and finallv 
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took place subsequently to the offence by way of vengeance or retaliation and in this case consisted in 
the massacre of lOo, 360 or 800 persons, some of them little children at the breast " for the innocent 
must suffer for the guilty." 

And can we suppose that a man who has once " got his hand in " so to speak, would be deterred 
by the respect due to a wounded and disarmed soldier. The difficulty of transporting prisoners and the 
embarrassment they cause present another form of " military exigencies." And then comes the order 
to make no more prisoners^and the soldiers' notebooks are there to testify that this order is 

carried out. 

* 
» « 

The fourth and last conclusion to which the study of the documents leads us is that Germany, 
having crushed Belgium in forcing a passage through the country after the fall of Liege, made an 
improper and arbitrary use of her occupation of that country by employmg its resources for her own 
ends. Heavy war contributions during the period of hostilities were followed by systematic expropria- 
tion of the public funds. Requisitions, fines, and confiscations have ■ paralysed the economic energies 
of the nation while the employment of intimidation and violence has paralysed it morally. But thanks 
to American generosity Belgium still subsists, in spite of the occupation, and it is, perhaps, the most 
consoling, and at the same time the most touching, aspect of the war that the great people of the new 
world should have spontaneously given their support to one of the little nations of the old Continent as 
a token of the admiration of the later races, with their future before them, for the self-sacrifice and 
high moral perceptions of a people in whom are revived the noblest traditions of the past. 

Nor will Belgium perish on account of the moral subjection to which she is exposed. Her 
enemies may imprison without trial the Burgomaster Max, the incarnation of civic independence ; they 
may try to impose silence and inactivity on Cardinal Mercier, who publicly denounced the Burgomaster's 
martyrdom ; they may daily arrest young people hurrying to join the camps of the army behind the 
impassable Yser, and visit their sins upon their families ; they may attempt by threats or feigned 
benevolence to convince the nation that its interests are with the invader — but nothing avails against 
the latent fundamental and paramount forces which operate to keep Belgium within herself, and isolate 
Germany on the soil which is the centre of her exploits, and make the Belgian people feel more and 
more cpnfident of their final deliverance, and of a day of justice and redress to come. 

It cannot be said with truth of a nation that it has lost everything when it has preserved its soul ; 
nor indeed can this, in any case, be said of Belgium outside the daily narrowing circle within which 
the might of Germany battens upon it own sophisms. The sympathy of humanity throughout the 
world is with her. There is no one who is not grieved at her lot or who does not admire her secretly, 
if not openly, and no one who is not prepared to rejoice at her redemption. 

For, thank God, the God of absolute justice and eternal right, there is sufficient pure air in the 
universe, sufficient space in the spiritual world, for the fame of a people who have been able to show 
what liberty and honour mean for them, to live and thrive there unscathed by the ambitions, cupidity, 
selfish aspirations or reactionary forces of others. 

HENRI DAVIGNON. 

London, May 1915. 
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BELGIUM AT THE BAR OF HISTORY. 



" Belgium, proud and confident, submits herself to the judgment of the World." 

Paul Hymans, Minister of State, Belgian Minister at London. 
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I i ^ POr D I", HOi OES BELCES. 



H.M. LEOPOLD I, Elected King of the Belgians on the 4th June, 1831. 



" The position of Bclgiiuii has been delenuined by treaties and perpetual neutrality has been solemnly 
assured to her. . . . We cannot remind ourselves too often that neutrality is the true aim of our 
political existence. Sincerely, loyally and bravely to maintain it must be our constant aim." 

(Speech of the King at the opening of the Belgian Parliament on the loth November, 1840.) 
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THE FOUNDATIONS OF BELGIAN INDEPENDENCE AND 

NEUTRALITY. 

" The Belgian provinces forcibly separated from Holland shall form an independent State." 

Order passed by the Provisional Government of Brussels on the 4th October, 1830. 

" Belgium . . . shall form a perpetually neutral State. 

" The five powers . . . guarantee to it this perpetual neutrality, as also the integrity and 
inviolabihty of its territory. . . ." 

Article 5 of the Treaty of 18 Articles signed on the 26th June, ^1831, by the 
representatives of the five Great Powers, including Prussia, and- appro\ed by 
the National Congress of the 9th Julv, 1831. 

"Belgium, within the 
limits specified in 
Articles 1, 2 and 4 shall 
form an independent and 
perpetually neutral State. 
It shall be bound to 
observe such neutrality 
towards all other States.'' 

Article VII of the 
Treaty of 19th 
April, 1839, be- 
tween Belgium and 
the Netherlands. 

" H.M. the Emperor 
of Austria, King of 
Hungary and Bohemia, 
H.M. the King of the 
French, H.M. the Queen 
of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, H.M. the King oj 
Prussia and H.M. the 
Emperor of all the 
Russias, declare that the 
Articles hereunto an- 
nexed, and forming the 
tenour of the Treaty con- 
cluded this day between 
His Majesty the King of 
the Belgians and H.M. 
the King of the Nether- 
lands, Grand Duke of 
Luxembourg, are con- 
sidered as having the 
same force and validity 
as if they were textually 
inserted in the present 
Act, and that they are 
thus placed under the 
guarantee of their said 
Majesties.'' 

Article I of the 
Treaty signed at 
London on the 
19th April, 1839. 

5183 



( 4 ) 




H.M. LEOPOLD II, crowned King of the Belgians on lOth December, 

1865. 



" Bch^tuiu, in the posllioii in wliich Iiilcrnalioiial Law places hci\ will bear in mind both her duty to 
neutral vStates and her duty to herself. . . . The Belgian people are deeply eoiiseioiis of Iheir duly ; 
they know the value of the benelits that they were so fortunate as to acquire 40 years ago and have 
so honourably preserved. They are not likely to forget what is at stake— the welfare, freedom, 
honour, and the very existence of their country." 

King's speech from the Throne, 1870. 



( 5 ) 



THE CONFIRMATION OF BELGIAN NEUTRALITY. 



" H.M. The Queen of the United. Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and H.M. the King of 
Prussia, desiring at the'present time to record in a solemn Act their fixed determination 1o maintain 
the independence and neutrality of Belgium as established by Article VII of the Treaty signed at 
London on 19th April, 1839, between Belgium and the Netherlands, which article has been declared 
by the quintuple Treaty of 1839 to have the same force and the same validity as if it were inserted 
textually in the said quintuple Treaty, the said Majesties have resolved to conclude a separate Treaty 
between themselves, which, without invalidating or impairing the conditions of the quintuple Treaty above 
mentioned, will be subsidiary and accessory to it. 

" Article i. — H.M. the King of Prussia having declared that, notwithstanding the hostilities in which 
the North German Confederation is engaged with France, it is his fixed determination to respect the 
neutrality of Belgium, so long as the same shall be respected by France, H.M. the Queen of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland on her part declares that, if during the said hostilities the armies 
of France should violate that neutralitj, she will be prepared to co-operate with His Prussian Majesty 
for the defence of the same in such a manner as may be mutually agreed upon, employing for that 
purpose her naval and military forces to ensure its observance, and to maintain in conjunction with 
His Prussian Majesty, then and thereafter, the Independence and Neutrality of Belgium." 

Treaty signed at London on the 9th August, 1870. An identic treaty was 
concluded and signed the same day between France and Great Britain. 

" Sir, 

In confirmation of my oral assurances, I have the honour to give you in writing the declaration — 
SUPERFLUOUS IN VIEW OF THE TREATIES IN FORCE — that the North German Confederation and its 
allies will respect the neutrality of Belgium, provided of course that it is respected by the other 
belligerent." 

Letter from Herr von Bismarck to Baron Northomb, Belgian Minister at Berlin, 
dated 22nd July, 1870. 



' Article I. — The territory of neutral Powers is inviolable. 



"Article II. — Belligerents are forbidden to move across the territory of a neutral 
Power troops and convoys, either of munitions of war or of supplies. 



"Article X. — The fact of a neutral Power repelling, even by force, attacks on its 
neutrality cannot be considered as a hostile act." 

5th Convention by the Hague, signed by 44 States, including Germany. 
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Ifotice distributed by the German Consul General to the 

German residents in Antwerp on August 2nd, 1914, the date 

of the German ultimatum to Belgium. 



At the end of the circular the following sentence was added : " Germany, as well as France, has 
given to Belgium the assurance that her neutrality will be respected," 
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ORAL GUARANTEES, GIVEN BY THE OFFICIAL REPRESEN- 
TATIVES OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE, WITH REGARD TO 
THE NEUTRALITY OF BELGIUM. 



" Belgian neutrality is provided for by International Conventions and Germany is determined to respect 
those Conventions.'''' 

Speech by Herr von Jagow, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, at the 
meeting of the Budget Committee of the- Reichstag on April 29th, 19 13. 

" Germany will not lose sight of the fact that the neutrality of Belgium is guaranteed by International 
treaty" 

Speech by Herr von Heeringen, Minister of War, at the same meeting. 

" In the course of the conversation which the Secretary-General of my Department had with Herr 
von Below this morning, he explained to the German Minister the scope of the military measures 
which we had taken, and said to him that they were a consequence of, our desire to fulfil our 
international obligations, and that they in no wise implied an attitude of distrust towards our 
neighbours. 

" The Secretary-General then asked the German Minister if he knew of the conversation which he 
had had with his predecessor, Herr von Flotow, and of the reply which the Imperial Chancellor had 
instructed the latter to give. 

" In the course of the controversy which arose in 191 1 as a consequence of the Dutch scheme for 
the fortification of Flushing, certain newspapers had maintained that in the case of a Franco-German 
war Belgian neutrality would be violated by Germany. 

" The Department of Foreign Affairs had suggested that a declaration in the German Parliament 
during a debate on foreign affairs would serve to calm public opinion, and to dispel the mistrust which 
was so regrettable from the point of view of the relations between the two countries. 

" Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg replied that he had fully appreciated the feelings which had 
inspired our representations. He declared that Germany had no intention of violating Belgian neutrality, 
but he considered that in making a public declaration Germany would weaken her military position in 
regard to France, who, secured on the northern side, would concentrate all her energies on the east. 

" Baron van der Elst, continuing, said that he perfecdy understood the objections raised by Herr 
von Bethmann-Hollw£g to the proposed public declaration, and he recalled the fact that since then, in 
1913, Herr von Jagow had made reassurmg declarations to the Budget Commission of the Reichstag 
respecting the maintenance of Belgian neutrality. 

" Her von Below replied that he knew of the conversation with Herr von Flotow, and that he was 
certain that the sentiments expressed at that time had not changed." 

Letter, dated '^ist July, 1914, addressed by M. Davignon, Belgian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, to the King's Ministers at Berlin, London and Paris. 

" The troops will not cross Belgian territory. Grave events are imminent. Perhaps you will see your 
neighbour's house in flames, but the fire will spare your dwelling." 

Herr von Below, German Minister at Brussels, to Brussels journalists on the 
morning of the 2nd August, 19 14. 
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Photograph of the first page of the original text of the 

ultimatum sent by Herr von Below, German Minister, to 

M. Pavignon, Minister for Foreign Affairs, at 7 p.m. on 

Aupst 2nd, 1914, 
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THE BARGAIN OFFERED BY GERMANY TO BELGIUM. 

Imperial German Legation in Belgium, 

Brussels, 

August 2, 1914. 

(Very Confidential.) 

" Reliable information has been received by the German Government to the effect that French 
forces intend to march on the line of the Meuse by Givet and Namur. This information leaves no 
doubt as to the intention of France to match through Belgian territory against Germany. 

" The German Government cannot but fear that Belgium, in spite of the utmost goodwill, will 
be unable, without assistance, to repel so considerable a French invasion with sufficient prospect of 
success to afford an adequate guarantee against danger to Germany. It is essential for the self-defence 
of Germany that she should anticipate any such hostile attack. The German Government would, 
however, feel the deepest regret if Belgium regarded as an act of hostility against herself the fact that 
the measures of Germany's opponents force Germany, for her own protection, to enter Belgian 
territory. 

" In order to exclude any possibility of misunderstanding, the German Government make the 
following declaration :^- 

" I. Germany has in view no act of hostility against Belgium. In the event of Belgium being 
prepared in the coming war to maintain an attitude of friendly neutrality towards Germany, the German 
Government bind themselves, at the conclusion of peace, to guarantee the possessions and independence 
of the Belgian Kingdom in full. 

" 2. Germany undertakes, under the above-mentioned condition, to evacuate Belgian territory on 
the conclusion of peace. 

" 3. If Belgium adopts a friendly attitude, Germany is prepared, in co-operation with the Belgian 
authorities, to purchase all necessaries for her troops against a cash payment, and to pay an indemnity 
for any damage that may have been caused by German troops. 

" 4. J5hould Belgium oppose the German troops, and in particular should she throw difficulties in 
the way of their march by a resistance of the fortresses on the Meuse, or by destroying railways, roads, 
tunnels, or other similar works, Germany will, to her regret, be compelled to consider Belgium as an 
enemy. 

" In this event, Germany can undertake no obligations towards Belgium, but the eventual adjustment 
of the relations between the two States must be left to the decision of arms. 

" The German Government, however, entertain the distinct hope that this eventuality will not 
occur, and that the Belgian Government will know how to take the necessary measures to prevent the 
occurrence of incidents such as those mentioned. In this case the friendly ties which bind the two 
neighbouring States will grow stronger and more enduring." 



Translation of the German uhimatum. 
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H M. King Albert, crowned King of the Belgians on the 23rd December, 1909. 

" Valiant soldiers in a holy cause, 1 have every confidence in your stubborn valour, and greet you 
in the name of Belgium. Your fellow citizens are proud of you. You will triumph, for you are the 
army which fights on the side of Justice." 

Proclamation of the King to the Army, 5th August, 1914. 
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BELGIUM READY FOR ALL EMERGENCY AND UNITED 
IN THE FACE OF THE MENACE. 

" Never since 1830 has a more grave moment come to Belgium : the integrity of our territory is 
threatened. 

" The strength of our just cause, the sympathy which Belgium, proud of her free institutions, and 
of her moral conquests, has never ceased to enjoy at the hands of other nations, the fact that our 
independent existence is necessary for the balance of power in Europe, these considerations give rise to 
hope that the events which we fear will not take place. 

" But if our hopes fail, if we must resist the invasion of our soil and must defend our threatened 
homes, this duty, hard though it be, will find us ordered and prepared for the greatest sacrifices {cheers 
and cries of ' Long Live the King ! Long Live Belgium !'). 

" From this moment, with a view to meet every contingency, the valiant youth of our nation stand 
ready, firmly resolved with the traditional tenacity and calmness of the Belgians to defend their 
fatherland at a moment of danger {cheers). 

" To them 1 send a brotherly greeting in the name of the nation (cheers and cries of Long Live the 
Army !). Throughout Flanders and the country of Wallonie in town and country one sentiment alone 
fills every heart — patriotism ; one vision alone fills every mind — our threatened independence. One 
duty alone is laid upon our wills, stubborn resistance {cheers). 

" At this grave moment two virtues are indispensable — courage, calm (renewed cheers) but firm, 
and close union among all Belgians. 

" Striking evidence of both these virtues is already before the eyes of a nation full of enthusiasm. 

" The faultless mobilisation of our army, the multitude of volunteers, the devotion of the civil 
population, the self-sacrifice of families have shown incontestably that the whole Belgian people is 
carried away by stimulating courage (applause). The moment has come to act. 

" I have called you together, gentlemen, to give to the Legislative Chambers an opportunity to 
associate themselves with the impulses of the people in the same sentiment of sacrifice. Gentlemen, 
you will know how to deal urgently with all the measures which the situation requires for the war and 
for public order {general assent). 

" When I see this enthusiastic gathering in which there is only one party, that of the fatherland 
(enthusiastic cheers and cries of Long Live Belgium), in which at this moment all hearts beat as one, 
my mind goes back to the Congress of 1830, and I ask of you gentlemen, are you determined 
unswervingly to maintain intact the whole patrimony of our ancestors ? {Yes, yes, from every side.) 

" No one in the country will fail in his duty. 

" The army, strong and disciplined, is fit to do this task : my Government and I have full 
confidence in its leaders and its soldiers. {Hear, hear.) | 

" The Government, firmly attached to the populace and supported by them, is conscious of its 
responsibilities, and will bear them to the end with the deliberate conviction that the efforts of all 
united in the most fervent and generous patriotism will safeguard the supreme good of the country- 

" If the foreigner, disregarding the neutrality whose every duty we have always scrupulously 
observed should violate our territory, he will find all Belgians grouped around their sovereign who 
will never betray his coronation oath, and around a Government possessing the absolute confidence of 
•the entire nation. {Cheers on all the Benches.) 

" I have faith in our destiny ; a country which defends itself commands the respect of all ; such a 
country shall never perish. {Hear, hear. Long live the King, long live Belgium.) 

" God will be with us in this just cause {fresh applause). 

" Long live independent Belgium {long and unanimous cheers from the Assembly and .from the 
Galleries)." 

' The King's Speech to the Belgian Parliament met in session extraordinary on 
4th August, 1 9 14. 
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M. DAVIGNON, Minister for Foreign 
AflFairs. 



BARON DE BROQUEVILLE, Minister of 

War, President of the Council of 

Belgian Ministers. 



" No hesitation was possible as to the reply 
called for by the amazing proposal of the German 
Government." 

Letter to Belgian Ministers at Paris, London 
and St. Petersburg. 



" I declare in the name of the whole nation, 
united heart and soul, that this people, even if 
they are conquered, will never be subdued." 

Speech to the Chamber of Deputies on 
4th August, 1 914. 
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THE PROFFERED BARGAIN REJECTED. 



" Brussels, 

" 3rd August, 1914. 

" The German Government stated in their note of the 2nd August, 1914, that according to rehable 
information French forces intended to march on the Meuse via Givet and Namur, and that Belgium, in 
spite of the best intentions, would not be in a position to repulse, without assistance, an advance of 
French troops. 

" The German Government, therefore, considered themselves compelled to anticipate this attack 
and to violate Belgian territory. In these circumstances Germany proposed to the Belgian Government 
to adopt a friendly attitude towards her, and undertook, on the conclusion of peace, to guarantee the 
integrity of the Kingdom and its possessions to their full extent. The note added that if Belgium put 
difficulties in the way of the advance of German troops, Germany would be compelled to consider her 
as an enemy, and to leave the ultimate adjustment of the relations between the two States to the 
decision of arms. 

" This note has made a deep and painful impression upon the Belgian Government. 

" The intentions attributed to France by Germany are in contradiction to the formal declarations 
made to us on August i, in the name of the French Government. 

" Moreover, if, contrary to our expectation, Belgian neutrality should be violated by France, 
Belgium intends to fulfil her international obligations and the Belgian army would offer the most 
vigorous resistance to the invader. 

"The treaties of 1839, confirmed by the treaties of 1870, vouch for the independence and neuti'ality 
of Belgium under the guarantee of the Powers, and notably of the Government of His Majesty the 
King of Prussia. 

" Belgium has always been faithful to her international obligations, she has carried out her duties 
in a spirit of loyal impartiality, and she has left nothing undone to maintain and enforce respect for her 
neutrality. 

" The attack upon her independence with which the German Government threaten her constitutes 
a flagrant violation of international law. No strategic interest justifies such a violation of law. 

" The Belgian Government, if they were to accept the proposals submitted to them, would sacrifice 
the honour of the nation and betray their duty towards Europe. 

" Conscious of the part which Belgium has played for more than eighty years in the civilisation of 
the world, they refuse to believe that the independence of Belgium can only be preserved at the price 
of the violation of her neutrality. 

" If this hope is disappointed the Belgian Government are firmly resolved to repel, by all the 
means in their power, every attack upon their rights." 

Reply of the Belgian Government to the German Ultimatum. 



( 14 ) 



ADMISSION BY THE OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVES OF 
GERMANY OF THE VIOLATION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW. 

" We are now in a state of necessity {Xotivehr), and necessity knows no hnv. 

" Oui troops have occupied Luxembjrg and perhaps have already entered Belgian territory. 
That is a breach of international law. It is true that the French Government declared at 
Brussels that France would respect Belgian neutrality as long as her adversary respected it. 
We knew, however, that France stood ready for an invasion. France could wait, we could not. A 
French attack on our flank on the lower Rhine might have been disastrous. Thus we were forced to 
ignore the rightful protests of the Governments of Luxemburg and Belgium. The wrong — I speak 
open!}'— //;t' wrong we thereby commit we will try to make good as soon as our military aims have been 
attained. 

"He who is menaced as we are and is fighting for the highest possession can only consider how he 
is to hack his way through {durchhaucn). W'e stand shoulder to shoulder with Austria- Hungary." 

Speech of Herr von Bethniann-Hollweg, German Imperial Chancellor, before the German Reichstag on 
August 4th, 1914, 

" The Belgian Minister 
when Herr von Jagow 
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BARON BEYENS, Belgian Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary in Germany. 



return does Germany propose to make for that ? To make Belgium the battle-field of Europe, 
know what devastation and disaster modern war brings in its train.' 

'''Germany has nothing to reproach Belgium with and the attitude of Belgium has ahvays been 
perfectly correct.' 

'■ ' You must recognise then,' replied Baron Beynes, ' that Belgium cannot give you any other 
reply than that which she has given without losing her honour. It is with nations as with 
individuals, and there is not one kind of honour for peoples and another for private folk. You must 
recognise,' insisted Baron Beyens, ' that the reply could not have been other than that which has been 
given.' 

" '/ recognise it as a private individual, but as Secretaiy of State I have no vieiv to express.'" 

Last interview of Baron Beyens viiith Herr von Jagovi', 3rci August, according to the book of M. Waxweiler 
" Neutral and Loyal Belgium," ' 
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GREAT BRITAIN, GUARDIAN OF THE SANCTITY OF 

TREATIES. 




SIR EDWARD GOSCHEN, British Ambassador in Germany. 

" I found the Chancellor very agitated. His Excellency at once began a harangue, which lasted 
for about twenty minutes. He said that the step taken by His Majesty's Government was terrible 
to a degree ; jiisl for a n'ord — " neiitralily," a word which in war time had so often been 
disregarded — Just for a scrap of paper Great Britain was going to make war on a kindred nation 
who desired nothing better than to be friends with her. All his efforts in that direction had been 
rendered useless by this last terrible step, and the policy to which, as I knew, he had devoted 
himself since his accession to office had tumbled down like a house of cards. What we had done 
was unthinkable ; it was like striking a man from behind while he was fighting for his life against 
two assailants. He held Great Britain responsible for all the terrible events that might happen. 

" I protested strongly against that statement, and said that, in the same way as he and Herr von Jaow 
wished me to understancl that for strategical reasons it was a matter of life and death to Germany to 
advance through Belgium and violate the latter's neutrality, so I would wish him to understand that it 
was, so to speak, a matter of " tife and death " for the honour of Great Britain that slic slionid keep her 
solemn engagement to do her ntmosl to defend Belgium's nentrality if atiacfied. That solemn compact 
simply had to be kept, or what conhdence could any one have in engagements given by Great 
Britain in the future ? " 

Extract from Sir E. Goschen's report telegraphed on 4th August, 1914, but not 
received by the Foreign Office, and re-written in London on 8th August. 
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M. JULES CAMBON, French Ambassador in Germany. 



( 17 ) 



GERMAN PREMEDITATION. 

" I have received from an absolutely reliable source an account of a conversation which took 
place a fortnight ago between the Emperor and the King of the Belgians, in the presence of the Chief 
of the General Staff — General von Moltke. This conversation, it appears, has made a profound 
impression on King Alberc. I am in no way surprised at the impression he gathered, which 
corresponds with what I have myself felt for some time. Enmity against us is increasing, and the 
Emperor has ceased to be the friend of feace." 

Letters from M. Jules Cambon to the Minister for Foreign Affairs in France, 
dated 22nd November, 191 3. 

" But in the next European war // will also be necessaiy that the small states should be forced to 
follow us or be subdued. In certain conditions their armies and their strong positions can be rapidly 
conquered or neutralised ; this would probably be the case with Belgium and Holland. 

" . . . . This will be a vital question for us, and our aim must be to take the offensive with a 
large superiority from the first days. For this purpose it will be necessary to concentrate a large 
army, followed up by strong Landwehr formations, which will induce the small states to follow us or 
at least to remain inactive in the theatre of operations, and which would crush them in the event of armed 
resistance. . . . 

" . . . . An ultimatum with a short time-limit, to be followed immediately by invasion, would 
allow a sufficient justification for our action in international law." 

Extract from a Secret official report on the strengthening of the German Army, 
dated Berlin, the 19th March, 1913, which came into the hands of the French 
Government from a trustworthy source. 

" France must be so crushed as never to be able to rise again to interfere with us." 
" This result must be secured at any cost, even at the cost of an European war." 
" The neutrality of Belgium will not stop us." 

General von Bernhardi : Warfare of to-day. 

" The plan for the invasion of France was thoroughly thought out a long time ago. It was 
necessary for its success that it should take place in the north by way of Belgium." 

Deutsche Kriege Zeitung, 2nd September, 1914. 
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Facsimile extract from a draft report of the Belgian Minister for War in 1906 relating to a private 
conversation between a Belgium ofiBcer of high rank and the British Military Attache, regarding the 
possil)ility of a landing of British troops in case r/ </!e violation of Belgian neutrality hy Germany. 



TARDY AND FLIMSY EXCUSES. 

" Oberstleutiiant Barnadiston machte mir Mitteilungen von den Besorgnissen des Generalstabs 
seines Landes hinsichtlich dea allgemeinen politischen Lage und wegen der Moglichkeit eines 
alsbaldigen Kriegsausbruches. Eine Truppensendung von im ganzen ungefiihr 100,000 Mann sei 
fiir den Fall vorgesehen, dass Belgien angegriffen wiirde." 

" Barnardiston fuhr 'fort : Die Landung des englischen Tnippen werde an der franzosischen 
Kiiste stattiinden, in der Gegend von Diinkirchen und Calais, und zwar wiirden die Truppenbewegungen 
MOGLiCHST BESCHLEUNiGT WERDEN. EiNE Laxdt'\g IN Antvverpen wiirde viel mehr Zeit erfordern, 
weil man grossere Truppentransporte brauche und andererseits die Sicherheit weniger gross sei." 

" Nachdeni Barnardiston seine voile Genugtung iiber meine Erklarungen ausges-prochen haite, 
betonte er : i. (tes ;;«scr Abkommen absoliit vertraulich sein solite ; 2. dass es seine Regierung nicht 
binden solite ; 3. dass sein Gesandter, der englische Generalstab und er und ich iiber die Angeegenheit 
unterrichtet seien und 4. dass er nicht wisse, ob man die Meinung seines Souveriins vorher eingeholt 
habe." 

" Abgeschlossen, September 1906." 



German translation of the text opposite by the N orddeutsche Allgemeine Zeitun^, of the 13th October, 
1914. In this translation there are three alterations of the text : 

(i) Omission of the sentence "the entry of the English into Belgium would only take 
place after the violation of our neutrality by Germany." This sentence, which forms an 
integral part of the text, is reproduced in French by the German translator after the 
translation, as if it were a note independent of the text. 

(2) Alteration of the word " conversation " into " convention " (abkommen). 

(3) Alteration of the date "end of September 1906" into the expression '^concluded 
September 1906 " (abgeschlossen). 

This garbled version has been spread broadcast and served as a basis for the Dutch version 
published at the Hague (R. W. E. Wijnmalen 1914) and the English version for America. 
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Deutsche 



Eriegszeitung 



1. — INamur.ani 24 August 
von den Deulschen gepommen. 



VeroffentlichungeD des 
ieutschen Gouvernements. 

Uerlin, 3. Sept. Bei der Wegnahme des hoc h 
n Felsen gelcgenen Sperrlorls Givel liabcn, 
ibenso wie in Naniur, die von Oeslerreich zugo- 
latidien schweren Moloiballerien sith durch ihrp 
Iteweglitlilieit, Trell'sichei'hcil uiid Wirliung vor- 
redlich benaebl; sie habeii uns aiisgpzeiclinele 
Jiensle geleislel. Die SperrbelesUgungen Girson, 
Vyvelles, Fonde und Lafere haben wir ohne 
vampi genummen. Daniil belinden sicb saml- 
iche Spenbetesligungen iiii noerdlichen Frank- 
■eitli, ausser der Feslung Mauheuge, in unseren 
landen. 

Gegen Reims isL^er AngrilT eingeleitel. Die 
vavallerie-Armei' des Generalobersien von 
Clutk slreill bis Paris. Uas Westheer liber- 
;cl)fill die Aisnelinie. lortgeselzl wird <ler \'or- 
narseli gegen die Marne, einzelne Vor-Iiulen 
Treichen sie berei(5. 

Der Feind beflndel fich vor den Armeen der 
jeneraloberslen vun Kluek, Butow, Hansen nnd 
les llerzogs von Wurlleniberg ini Ruckzug. 
UjI unii hinter der Marne, vor der Arrpee des 
leulschen Kronprinzen leisiete er ini Anschluss 
in Verdun Widersland, wurde aber siidwiirls 
:uruekge\\orlen. 

Die Vrmeen des Kponprinzen von Bayern und 
ies Generalobersleii von Heeringen haben 
mmer noth einen slarken Feind in befesligten 
ilellungen in) Iranzosischen Lolhringen gegen- 
iber. 

Ill) obern Elsass slreifen deulsclie und fran^ji- 
liselic Ableilungen unler gegcnseiligen Kanipren. 

Iiii Oslen cnilen die Truppen des Geni'ral- 
iberslen Hindenburg weitere Friichlc des Sieges. 
)ie Zaiil der (ielangenen wiielisl liiglicli und slieg 
lereils an! neiinziglausend. Wie \iel Gcst'ljiilze 
iiid soiislige Siegeszeichen noeh in den WSldern 
iiid Siimplcii sleeken, liissl siili iioch niclil liber- 
elieii. Auscheiiieiid sind drei inssi<rhi' kom- 
iiiiiidiercnde (ieiieraele gelangen. Der nissische 
Iriiieelulirer soil nach russisihen Naclirieblen 
lel'allen sein. 



Nouvelles olBcielles 
de la guerre 

I. — Namur a He pris par 
les AJIemaods, le 24 noiiL 



Nouvelles publi^es par le 
Gouvernement allemand. 

ncrlin, 5 septembre. Lors de la prise des 
Ibrls d'arr^l situis sur les hauteurs rocheiises 
(le Givel, lout comme i> INamur, les lourdes 
ballerics a moleiirsenvoyees par I'Aulriche se 
sontdistingueespur leuragilite, par hi precision 
de leur lir el par leur efficacile. Elles nous 
onl rendu d'excellents services. Nuus avons 
pria les forts d'arr^l de Girson, d'Ayvelles, 
dc Fonde el de Lafere. Ainsi tous les forts 
d'arrel du nord de la France,saul la place forte 
de ASaubeuge, se Irouvenl en nos mains. 

L'aliaque conire Reims est preparee. 
L'armee de cavalerie du colonel general von 
Ktuck pousse ses marches jusqiu' dcvanl Paris. 
L'arince de I'ouesl a passe lii^lifine de TAisne, 
la marche vers la .^arno conlimic ; cerlaines 
avanl-gardes I'onl deja alleinle. 

L'ennemi est en reiraiie devani les armees 
des colonels generaux Kluck, Bulow el du due 
de Wurltemberg, Sur el derriere la Marne, 
devani rarmcc du |£.ronprinz allemand, il a 
rcsislo s'appuyani sur Verdun, mais il a ele 
rejolc vers le Sud. 

hes armees du pricce herilicr de Baviere et 
du colonel general von Heeringen se irouvent 
toujours en face d'un ennemi fort el protege 
par des positions forliiiccs de la Lorraine frau- 
paise. 

Dans la HaulerAlsace,desiroupes cllemandes 
el francaises baiailleni conliiiuellemeiii en 
palrouillanl. 

A I'Est, les Iroupes du colonel general Hinden- 
burg recoltenl de notiveaux Iruiis de leur 
vicloire. Le nombre des ptisonniers russes aug- 
menie quotidiennement et a deja atleinl le 
cliiflre de 90,000. On ne peul pas encore prcciser 
le chiftre des canons pris, de nornhrcux canons 
s'clant enfonces dans les marals el dans les lorpls, 
II parait que lri»:s generaux cnmmanrtanr des 
corps d'armee sont parmi les prisnnniers Le 
generalissime nisse serait, d'apres des rensei- 
gnements russes, mort. 



Le 



Duitsch officieel 

krijgsnieuws 

I.— (Vanien werd op 24 \ii- 
gustus door de Duilsciiers 
ingennnwin. 



Mededeelingen van het 
duitsche Gouvernement. 

Beriijn, 3 Septe)nber. Bij de wegneming van 
bel hoog op de rol.sen liggende arsluitingslorl 
GIvet hel)ben, zona Is te Namep, de zware motor- 
ballerljen zieb donrhiinne bcweegbaarheid.lref- 
zekerheld en uilwerking voorlreffelijk beproefd; 
a\ hebhen oiis uil.siekende dienslen bewezen.De 
alsluilingsvesllngen Girson, Ayvelles, Fonde en 
Lalere hebbeh wij zonder slrljd genomen. Daar- 
mede bevinden zicli alle alsluitingsvestiiigen in 
'I noordelijke Frankrijk, uilgenomen de vesting 
Naubeuge, in onze handen. 

Tegen Reims is de aanval in I werk gezel. Hel 
kavallerte-leger van den generaaloverste . von 
Kluck slroopl lol voor Parijs 

Hel leger in l wolen heell de Aisne-linie 
oversehreden , de xoormarsch legen de Marne 
wordi voorlgezel. enkele voiirhoeden bereiken 
ze reeds. 

De vijand bevindl zich voor de Icgers der 
generaaloverslen von Kluck, Bulow, Haii.sen en 
herlog van Wurlleinberg op den leruglochl. Op 
en achler de Marne, voor hel leger van den 
(luil<ichen Kroonprins, leverde hij in aansluiling 
aan Verdun nedersland, loch nerd hij zuid- 
waarls leruggeworpen 

De legers van den Kroonprins van Beieren 
en van den generaaloverslc von Heeringen 
st£an nog alUjd (egenover eenen slerken vijand 
in bevestigde positien in l Iransche Loliiaringen 

In Opper-Elzass siroopen duitsche en Iransche 
afdeelingen under wederzijdsche gevechlen. 

In 't Oosten oogslen de Iroepen van den gene- 
raaloversle Hindenburg de vruchlen der over- 
winning. 

Hel gelal der gevangenen groeil dagelijks en 
steeg reeds op 90,000 man Hoeveel kanonnen 
en ander maleriaal zich nog in de vtuuden en 
inoerassen bevinden, laai zich nog niel overzien. 
Waarschijiilijk zijn drie rus.sische kommandee- 
deerende generaals gevangen De russische 
legeraanvoerdei- zjI volgens ru&sisch,.' lijdingen 
gevallen zijn 



War News placarded at Brussels by the German Military Staff. 

1. The fall of Namur. 

2. Admission of the presence of Austrians before Namur. 
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AUSTRIA.-HUNGARY WAS MORE ANXIOUS TO SUPPORT 
GERMAN FORCE THAN TO RESPECT INTERNATIONAL 
LAW. 

"The Hague, 

" August 28, 1914. 

" On the instructions of my Government, I have the honour to inform your Excellency as follows : — 
Whereas Belgium, having refused to accept the proposals made to her on several occasions by 
Germany, is affording her military assistance to France and Great Britain, both of which Powers have 
declared war upon Austria- Hungary, and whereas as has just been proved, Austrian and Hungarian 
nationals in Belgium have had to submit, under the very eyes of the Belgian authorities, to treatment 
contrary to the most primitive demands of humanity and inadmissible even towards subjects of an 
enemy vState, therefore Austria finds herself obliged to break off diplomatic relations and considers 
herself from this moment in a state of war with Belgium. I am leaving the country with the staff of 
the legation and I am entrusting the protection of Austrian interests to the United States Minister in 
Belgium. The Austro-Hungarian Government are forwarding his passports to Count Errembault de 
Dudzeele." 

CLARY. 

Declaration of war from Austria to Belgium (telegram addressed by Coimt Clary, 
Austro-Hungarian Minister, to M. Davignon) four days after the fall of Namur. 



" Antwerp, 

" August 29, 1914. 

" Belgium has always entertained friendly relations with all her neighbours without distinction. 
She has scrupulously fulfilled the duties imposed upon her by her neutrality. If she has not been able 
to accept Germany's proposals, it is because those proposals contemplated the violation of her 
engagements toward Europe, engagements which form the conditions of the creation of the Belgian 
Kingdom. She has been unable to admit that a people, however weak they may be, should fail in their 
duty and sacrifice their honour by yielding to force. The Government have waited, not only until the 
ultimatum had expired, but also until ' Belgian territory had been violated by German troops, before 
appealing to France and Great Britain, guarantors of her neutrality, under the same terms as are 
Germany and Austria-Hungary, to co-operate in the name and in virtue of the treaties in defence of 
Belgian territory. By repelling the invaders by force of arms, she has not even committed an hostile 
act as laid down by the provisions of Article 10 of the Hague Convention respecting the rights and 
duties of n-eutral Powers. 

" Germany herself has recognised that her attack constitutes a violation of international law, and, 
being unable to justify it, she has pleaded her strategical interests. 

" Belgium formally denies the allegation that Austrian and Hungarian nationals have suffered 
treatment in Belgium contrary to the most primitive demands of humanity. 

" The Belgian Government, from the very commencement of hostilities, have issued the strictest 
orders for the protection of Austro-Hungarian persons and property." 

DAVIGNON. 
The reply of the Belgian Government. 



C ^2 





Motor cars equipped with mortars lent by Austria to Germany for an attack on the fortifications of 
Namur, Maubeuge and Antwerp. These formidable engines of destruction remained some time at 
Brussels. They are here shown at the infantry barracks with the Austrian officers and men entrusted 
with the working of them. 

" Our batteries of motors equipped with mortars, coming from various directions, were concentrated 
at Cologne on August 15th. It was there, on the night of the 15th to i6th, that 1 received the order 
to proceed. \Vc n'crc d i reeled firsl to Verviers and hailed lliere. On August 21st we left Verviers for 
Namur where our activities commenced. Two hours after, at one o'clock in the day, the first fort of 
Namur, Cognclle, fell ; the second followed an hour later, A mortar of 30 cm. 5 had been in action 
against the Cognelle fort, two ol: 45 cm. against the other. By August 24th Namur was in our hands. 
The 27th saw us on the way to Maubeuge, and on the 29th we were there in position, w-ith only half 
our batteries, however, since the remainder were approaching Givet." 

SlateiiK-iit of the Austrian Colonel Albert Langer, to the Neiie Fivic I'ressc of Vienna (iSth February, 
hji.t), reporting ///(■ lo-of^ei-iilnni of Aiistiia 111 U'.e lear against Belgium as early as August KHIi, 
12 da\s before the riiptme ni the diplomatic relations between the .Austro-Hungarian anii Delgian 
Governments. 
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BELGIUM BEFORE THE INVASION. 



"The Belgium population is of a peaceful temperament; its demeanour is one of calm and it 
has great practical sense. The Civil Authorities had warned it at the beginning of the War to 
maintain the attitude of self-possession demanded by the circumstances. . . . The religious 
authorities had spoken in the same sense as the civil rulers." 

Jules Van den Heuvel, Minister of State, Minister of Belgium at the Vatican. 
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AUX HABITANTS 



DU 



PAYS DE LIEGE 



La grande Allemagne envahil noire terriloire apres 
uo ullimalum qui conslilue on outrage. 

La petite Belgique a relevi fierement le ganl. 

L'armee va faire son devoir ! 

La population do pays de Liege accomplira Te sien ! 

Aussi ne cessera-t-elle de donner I'exemple du eaime 
et du respect aux lois. 

Son ardent palriotisnie en r6pond. 

Vive le Roi, commandant en chef de l'armee ! 

Vive la Belgique ! 



Li6ge. le 4 AoDt 1914. 



L« LiBUUnanUi4nftn} 
(Miuvenieur MilltairafUldeje 

LEMAN. 



Translations. 

TO THE INHABITANTS OF 
THE DISTRICT OF LIEGE. 

Powerful Germany invades our territory 
after an ultimatum which is tantamount to an 
outrage. Little B&lgium has proudly picked 
up the gauntlet. 

The Army will do its duty ! 

The population of Liege will also fulfil 
theirs ! 

They will not cease to give an example of 
calm and respect for law. 

Their fervent patriotism is a guarantee of 
this. 

T/Ong live the King ! Commander and 
General of the A^pmy. 

Long live Belgium ! 

Leman, Military Lieutenant, 
Governor of Liege. 

Liege, 4th August, 19 14. 



¥ILLE DE LIEGE 



i.i«ge, le 6 AoOt 1914. 

L.E BOURGMESTRE A SES CONCITOYENS. 

Je croiB utile de vous communiquer ci-apret; te texted une circnlaire que jp viens rte rece- 
voir de M, le Ministre de t'Inl*-neiir. et qui regie lea droits et le"; devoirs des hahitrtnts en 
eas d'occu pation 6trang6rc 

J'attire toute votre attention sur les indicatioDS co.itenu(^ divnF re dociinii-iil qui vous 
servira eventuellometit de guide si Je malheur voulail que notre vflle ti1t ucciipee par 
i'armoe en vahissonte. 

Xp Bourgmestre. 

G. ELEYER 



TOWN OF LIEGE. 

Liege, 5th August, 1914. 

The Burgomaster to his fellow citizens. 

I consider that it is fitting to communicate 
to you herewith the text of a circular that I 
have just receiv^ from the Minister of the 
Interior in whiefe he lays down the rights 
and duties of the, inhabitants in case of a 
foreign occupation. 

I call your earnest attention to the instruc- 
tions contained in this ' circular which will 
serve as a guide for your conduct in case our 
town is unfortunately occupied by the in- 
vading Army. 

Burgomaster G. Kleyer. 



L FroDlamation by the Military Governor of Li6ge to inhabitants of the town and environs. 
IL Communication by the Burgomaster of Li6g;e to his fellow citizens. 



Oouvernement Provincial de Nami 

Avis tres important 



Le Gouvemeur civil attire la tres serieuse 
attention des habitant"! de la province sur le 
tres grave danger qui pourrait resulter pour 
Fes civils de se servir darmes centre I'enneml 

lis doivent a cet egard. observer, commeil 
convient du reste, I'abstention la plus complete 

C'est k la lorce publique seulequ'il appartient 
de defendre le territoire. 

Toute inobservation de cette repomman- 
dation serait de nature a provoquer. le cas 
echeant. des represailles. des incendies. etc. 

Namur. le 7 aoflt 1914 

Baron de Montpelliei 

Vu et approdve 
NiMiiiii*. h' 7 iKiut MM I 

Le Couvtrtttur mititatrt, 

MICHEL. 



AVIS 



Tous deteoieiirs (t'ariiir<; a leu (fusils. rarHltines, revol- 
vers), particuliers <^t ric^nchmis. soni leiius obligaloiroment 
d'eo faire remi^o u I'llMlrl ilc \jllc, au phis (ard Luodi 17 
CGuraui. de 10 heures a midi. 

Les armes deposees (!e\ rum porier I adresso du proprie- 
taire. II sera deli\re recepi>*<'du depot. 

Lo UiDistrs de l'Int«riBur recDmiiidDdB kux civili. ii lenaemi le inaDtrB 
dkm lour rdgioo 

Da Ds pas eombkltrv- 

De Da profArer oi iDjurai, oi meoacos: 

Da se LeDir a L mtAricur ot da farmer las faattrea afln qu'oa as pause dira 
qn'il 7 a 0u provooation -. 

Si lea koldai^ oocupeat. poar aa d«ruadre, una maison ou no hamequ isolO, 
de I'avacuer, Dfl-. qu na oe puiua d^e qua lei civili ODt tire ; 

Laote daTiolenae aocioiispar uc s-jul civil ■ierait ud TJrit&blaarima que la 
loi pUDit d'arreRtktu>a et coDdamns. oar il pourrftit aarvir de prMaita a aaa 
rApreiiioo stDglaote. en pillage et au matiacre de la populattao lanocaata. 
4ai lammaa et dei enfanta. 



Fleurus, le U Aoi'il <9U. 



Le Bourgmestre. 

U' tVERAERTS. 



FlauruB. Imp LuclflD Haequart.WfttiKU, 



Translations. 

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT OF NAMUR, 

VERY IMPORTANT NOTICE. 

The civil Governor calls vhe very earnest attention 
of the inhabitants of the province to the grave danger 
in which civilians might be placed in case they should 
take up arms against the enemy. 

In this matter it is most essential that they should 
observe a complete self-restraint. 

The defence of the territory is the duty of the public 
forces alone. 

Any disregard of this appeal might have the effect 
of provoking reprisals, such as the burning of build- 
ings, &c. 

Baron de Montpellier. 
Seen and approved. 
Namur, yth August, 1914. 

The Military Governor 
MICHEL. 

yth August, 1914. 



NOTICE. 

Any one in possession of hrearms (such as guns, 
rifles, or revolvers), whether in their private capacity 
or as dealers, are hereby ordered to deposit them at 
the Hotel de Ville not later than Monday, the 17th 
instant, between 10 o'clock and noon. 

The arms deposited must bear the address of the 

owner. A receipt will be given for the arms deposited. 

The Minister for the Interior recommends civilians 

in case the enemy should show himself in that district • 

Not to fight ; 

To give expression to no insulting or threatening 

words ; 
To remain within their houses and close the 
windows, so that it will be impossible to 
allege that there was any provocation ; 
To evacuate any house or isolated hamlet which 
the soldiers may occupy in order to defend 
themselves, so that it cannot be alleged that 
civilians have fired ; 
An act of violence committed by a single civilian 
would be actually a crime for which the law- 
provides arrest and punishment. It is all the 
more reprehensible in that it might serve as 
a pretext for measures of oppression resulting 
in bloodshed or pillage, the massacre of the 
innocent population, with the women and 
children. 
Fleurus, 14th August, 1914. 

The Burgomaster, 

Dr. EVERAERTS. 
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Geheral Leman 



d-cjjj /i-rcj-y. 



Lieutenant-General LEMAN, Commanding the fortified position of Liege. 

[Sec p. 28). 
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HOW THE CIVIL POPULATION WAS PREPARED TO 

RECEIVE THE ENEMY. 

" The threat of foreign invasion must cause trouble and emotion among the people. The first 
duty of Communal officials must be to warn those over whom they exercise authority of their duties 
towards their country, and of the attitude which they must adopt towards the invading army. For 
that reason the present circular is issued. 

" According to the Laws of War, armed action — that is to ~:iy, resistance to or attack on the 
enemy, the use of weapons against isolated soldiers of the hostile army, or direct intervention in 
combats and skirmishes — is never permitted to men who are not embodied in eitlier (i) llie Regular 
Army, (2) the Civic Guard, or (3) Bodies of Volunteers observing military law, subject to a responsible 
officer, and wearing a distinctive badge. 

" Only such pei'sons are authorised to engage in hostilities and are styled belligerents ; when they 
are captured or lay down their arms they are entitled to be treated as prisoners of war. 

" If the population of a region not yet occupied by the enemy takes arms spontaneously at the 
approach of the invader, but has not the time to organize itself in military fashion, it will be considered 
belligerent if it openly carries arms and observes the Laws of War. 

" But isolated individals, belonging to none of the categories stated above, who may engage in 
acts of hostility, would not be considered as belligerents. If captured they would certainly have 
worse treatment than prisoners of war, and might even be put to death. 

^^ Acts forbidden to soldiers are of course still more inadmissible to civilians — such as the use of 
poison or poisoned weapons, the killing or wounding by treachery of persons, mihtary or civil, 
Ijelonging to the hostile nation, the killing or wounding of enemies wJio have laid down their arms, 
who can no longer defend themselves, and have surrendered at discretion." 

Extract from the circular addressed at the beginning of hostilities on the 
4th August, 1914, by the minister of the Interior, M. Berryer, to the 3,700 
communes of Belgium. The Governors and Burgomaster.s sav; that these 
instructions were posted everywhere. 

"TO CIVILIANS. 

" The minister of the Interior recommends civilians in case the enemy should 
show himself in that district : 
'• Not to fight ; 
" To give expression to no insulting" or threatening words ; 

" To remain within their houses and close the windows, so that it will be 
impossible to allege that there was any provocation ; 

" To evacuate any houses or isolated hamlet which the soldiers may occupj' 
in order to defend themselves, so that it cannot be alleged that civilians have 
fired; 

" An act of violence committed by a single civilian would be actually a crime 
for which the law provides arrest and punishment. It is all the more repre- 
hensible in that it might serve as a pretext for measures of oppression, resulting 
in bloodshed or pillage, the massacre of the innocent population with the women 
and children." 

Every Belgian newspaper published on each day the above notice on its first 
page in large print. 
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THE HONOUR OF THE BELGIAN ARMY. 

" Sire, 

" After several battles had been fought with great bravery on the 4th, 5th and 6th of August by the 
3rd Division of the Army reinforced from the 5th by the 15th Brigade, I considered that the forts of Liege 
could no longer serve as more than a temporary obstacle to the advance of the enemy. I nevertheless 
maintained the military government of the place in order that I might organise its defence as far as 
was possible for me, and for the sake of the moral effect on the garrisons of the forts. 

" That my decision was well founded was proved by the grave events that followed. 

'' Your Majesty is aware that I took up my position in the fort of Loncin on the 
6th August towards noon. 

" Sire, 

" You will be grieved to learn that this fort was blown up about 5.20, burying in its ruins the 
greater part of the Garrison, perhaps four-fiflhs. 

" I should have lost my life in this catastrophe had it not been that my escort, composed of 
Commander Captain CoUard, a non-commissioned Infantry Officer, who has no doubt perished, 
gendarme Thevenin and my two orderlies (Ch. Vandenbossche and Jos. Lecocq), removed me from a 
part of the fort where I was in danger of asphyxiation by the fumes of the explosion. I was 
carried into the trench, where I fell. A German Captain of the name of Griison gave me some water 
to drink, but I was made a prisoner and then taken to Liege in an ambulance. 

" I am confident of having upheld the honour of our arms. I surrendered neither the fortress nor 
the forts. 

" I trust. Sire, that yon will be pleased to pardon the shortcomings of this letter ; I am physically 
much prostrated by the explosion at Loncin. In Germany, where I am about to be taken, my thoughts 
will be, as they have ever been, of Belgium and her King. I would willingly have given my life in their 
service, but death has passed me by. 

" Lieutenant-General, 

" (Sd.) G. LEMAN." 



" In the name of the nation I greet you, officers and soldiers of the third division and fifteenth 
mixed brigade. You have all done your duty, you have upheld the honour of our army and you have 
shown the enemy what it costs unjustly to attack a peaceable people, which finds invincible strength in 
its righteous cause. The country may well be proud of you." 

Extract from King Albert's message to the army after the fall of Liege. 
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M.Adolphe Max 






M. ADOLPHE MAX, Burgomaster of the City of Brussels, imprisoned by order 
of the German Military Governor, on 26th September 1914, detained in a fortress 
without ever having been tried. 

"As long as I live and retain my liberty / will protect \wHli all mv power the riglils and the iligiiity of 
1IIV felknv citizens.'' 

Words of M. Max, posted on the walls of the Capital the day before the entry of 
the German Troops, 19th August, 19 14. 
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A BURGOMASTER ANXIOUS FOR THE NATIONAL DIGNITY 

AND INTERNAL ORDER. 



VILLB DB RRITXR 1 .T . KS 



Cms BlIMENS. 

Uii r.vl.s nlllrlH' iiu|uunrhnl. iiihik aj>|)n7iii igiir If 
Drnpnii iH'lnr KrbiinUux fiit'iiili^ ili' nuv ili'iixiiro csl 
ain!ildi>r<^ n>!iiix9 Kite . (iruMiuilliiii • |agr Irn InHinr.i 
Bllemaadm. 

Lt> ^l>lll-llllln^^lul voa iitr CiiIil iIiiiis wi <|inirliiiiintliiii 
du t srptt'mbn' dbali piHinniit • iii' ili'iiuiiiitcr H iiri^ 
sniiiir dp milvr.sni sciillnH>nl.s |Hiirlitlli|Mni ■. Niuis no 
(loavlnns donrpnWalrqiiKl'iilllniiiiUuiidr i-«» sciitiiiiriilii 
sernlt lpnu« poiir uik ufTan.so. 

IMUdin qui mms l« H\Ht< a I'liV |« Ic n'timiuiis. 
r6dlg^ ea Inniie) mcjuin^^t el aver W amd dc nK^EWgor 
DOS aiist^llbllltiVi. 

Ei\v n'eii blC!is«ra \m.i nwlois, d'linp nianl^ra pniliviidc. 
rantenle cl Il6ni po^lation <ie Hnivrlli's. 

Jp demandc A rcUp iKipiilatiflii do diinpior ua ikmivcI 
cxcinple du stuiK-lrold ft dc la iiniKdriir d'rtiiii' diiiil I'lUv 
a fuuml d^jA laiU de prcuvps on ct*M jitunt ikHilwiroux. 

Acceplons provLwiroiiM'nl le sarrinrr qui iiuuK ml 
ImpniA, mlruna nos drniH'iMix (miir i'\ ilcr dis iimniK pi 
■Uvndoiis iHiticninu'iil Ibourr dc lii K>|KiniUuu. 

Bruxellei, Ir 16 scjiteinbra IUI4. 

Lr Biiiirgtnnilrr, 
Adolphe DIAZ. 



BnmllM. - l^r>^ .4 LLtm, 



• ll>,i ) n n>rniiMru.i: 



S-1AI> HRnSSEl. 



WAMIIilQIS, 

lit cf-n tHTJi-lir lifilt'it itiin^i'iiliikl. v*'i'iiriiii'ii uij ilitl 
di' llfl};isf|ir 1 li;; ilii- iiiiii ilr tt(>\fU ttii/.iT liiti/rii |irljk(, 
tliMir lie DiitM'lir lim-tHii n\> ti'iii' • iiMilii^lii^ • wiirtU 

ItOSrlHHIWil. 

Yi'MiimxrM-hiilk mmi iIit llulliu itt xyiii> |inH-lmnn(lr 
%tiii i n>|i|i>iiiIh>i-, /.\\ iiiH-liliiii.s : • Ik \niiiK null iilfiiiiiiHl 
xtjiii' |iiiiriollM-|ii' f(i-\<H-l<4i.s li> tHilM'KKt'ti ■• ^^U kitiMli'ii 
ihi.s iiifi MHir/Jni tliil iiiiK hrl lH'Vi'MiK<'ii ilrziT Ki'\fM'ti':i-'4 
It'll lK'l(<<>fl{j<riiil kiirttkh-r /.wi itHfirknid uiinlrii. 

Dr (iltikliHcr Vkiiiirliij hIj m\ks Miiii'iiicn. \s. Ik iM'ki'ii 
hoi. n|V<'S(i'l(l ill KtMiiiillKilr wiHirtli'ti rit »itl(l<T llfl 
fiitirlM III oiixi* ^rMH'li'ii> (i* willni kn-tikcii. 

/ij 7Jil itii'di-niiii ilr \iirif{i> rii lirn> iH'Vitlklgtit van 
ltniNM>l i|jt'|ik\\('l>i'ii. 

Ik ^niiig mill tlm-'lM'Milkiiic ii'ii tiiciiw Wv,\\> Wm'\ni 
Mill ilr kiH'lliltHfllKliriil I'll <li' ^nHiliiHMHliKlii-iil \«iiiinun 
xl| ntoMi'l hiiikrii liiH'li ((I'ltt'M'ii III iliw iIhh'xc lliitni, 

Liui iiii> \iMtrltHt|flt{ ImM nlTiT iliil ims uiifti'lctKl wiinll 
Milliri'iitii'ii: Itiiii oiimIi' \Ii(kwii> littn'kkni mii IhiLnIiiki^i 
Ir^tKirkiMiirii. I'll laiil UII.S iiirl K<'<liilil lirl iiiir (ItT vri^ 
giHiliiift (ll^«urllU'll. 

Bfussi'l, ili'n lit* Sr|it4>jiilMT lUfli. 

Adolf MAX, 



VILir DE pBUyCLLE 



Le Gouverneur Allemand de 
la Vilte de Liege, Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral von Kolewe, a fait al&cher hier 



UTK 



lavis suivant : 



It'll liiibc Hiirli ;;<'N<iti;:i p-<M'lii'ii ili'ii Itfir- 
;iTnii'isli'i'MH\K<-Ki'iiilii-iL<>h\iili-J;:rii\ri'luillrii> 
nn st'iiirin AiriU' tu *>irN|H'iiilitTi'ii Vj Irliiiili-i 



A;i.Y hiih,i,ii,i< ,U- III \illi',f,-U'' 

I." Itiilll'j'liii-^IrA iIb liniM'lli'* iblllll •.null' :iti 
r.ii|iirpi.'iiiiliii'il ;i|li'iii,itiif (|iju lu l.iiiiMnii riji'iji 
rniif'ili- a ilii-liiiT au li'>iM>Tiii')iii-iii |K-t;:t' 
lirii(iit«iliilili' ilv Ib"|-.|i-i- iinF'iislM-iiii'iil (>n 
Kii'iDii- iiiiiiiitJi:. vu (^it'il ^ Will liii-iin-iiii' inii-i' wh in rlirrn^ollrr lliilt iii riiii'r ri-»liiii}L 

lll.'iiIl'ICII>MC. • 

J'oppose ^ cette affirnicition Is iwLwLiicDM.scpumhri'ioii. 
dementi le plus fomcL 



Adolphe MAX. 



Dff ililiulr-CmivcniPUv 

Freiherr von IDTTWITZ, 



AVIS 



l.e ltiii!r;:tiii'->li'i Nf.ti!. :)y;iiil lair (liTllUI 
.■iiiX i-ii^ii^ii'iTii-iil^ •■tiriiiiniv icm-i"* ic lioii- 
UTnriiii-ni .illi'iiminl. |i' me -.iii'> mi htn-O <lf 
te oii^iu'iidre ile si'<: l<»iirliuiL^ DIuitNinir Max 
Se in'inr en ilt'lnil 11)11 lintiDnitiir (Inns vaw 
linlori'vsr 

Rnuie)li<:(. U- jli ^iiicnJirr i?(4. 

U- (iinttvruptir Miliifihf. 

Baroo von lUTTWITZ, 



The Belgian Communal Authorities attempted everywhere to lessen the humiliation to which the 
population was subjected by the orders and requisitions of the occupying power. Nowhere were such 
untiring pains taken to this end as at Brussels. Burgomaster Max, by his tact and patriotism found a 
means of inducing his fellow citizens to carry out measures which were deeply wounding to their 
sentiment of national dignity. 

Above is a proclamation addressed by him to the population of Brussels in consequence of the order 
issued by the Military Governor of the town for the removal of the Belgian Flags. Next day this 
proclamation was covered over with white paper, and 10 days later M. Max was carried away prisoner to 
Germany. 
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Translations. 



CITY OF BRUSSELS. 



Beloved Fellow Citizens : — 



A notice posted to-day informs us that the Belgian Flag which flies from the front of our 
houses is looked upon as a " provocation " by the German Troops. 

Field Marshal von der Goltz said, however, in his proclamation of 2nd September, that " nobody 
would be required to abjure his patriotic feelings." Thus we could not foresee that to show these 
feelings would be regarded as a crime. 

The proclamation which informs us that it is so is, I acknowledge, drawn up in moderate terms 
and with a regard for our susceptibilities. 

It will none the less be deeply wounding to the sensitive and proud population of Brussels. 

I ask the population of this town to give a fresh example of the self-restraint and greatness of 
soul which it has already so often exhibited during these sad days. 

Let us provisionally accept the sacrifice which is imposed upon us ; let us withdraw our flags in 
order to prevent any friction, and patiently await the hour of redress. 

Brussels, i6th September. 1914. 

Burgomaster, ADOLPHE MAX. 



CITY OF BRUSSELS. 

The German Governor of the Town of Li6ge, 
Lieut.-General von Kolewe, caused the following 
notice to be posted yesterday : — 

" To the inhabitants of the Town of Liege. 

" The Burgomaster of Brussels has informed 
the German Commander that the French 
Government has declared . to the Belgian 
Government the impossibility of giving them 
any offensive assistance whatever, seeing that 
they themselves are forced to adopt the 
defensive." 

I absolutely deny^this assertion. 

Adolphe Max, 

Biirgom aster. 



NOTICE. 

Burgomaster Max, having failed to fulfil the 
engagements entered into with the German 
Government, I am forced to suspend him from 
his position. M. Max will find himself under 
honourable detention in a fortress. 

Brussels, the 26 Sept., 1914. 

Baron von Luttwitz, 

General, 
Military Governor. 
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HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL MERCIEE, Archbishop. pf Malines, Primate of Belgium, 
President of the Royal Academy of Belgium. 

" The servant is nol above his lord." Text of SI. Matthew, quoted hy the Cardinal in his Pastoral Letter at Christmas. 
All the copies of this letter were seized with a view to their destruction by the German Military Authorities. The venerable 
Archbishop was imprisoned in his Palace and forbidden to move about in his diocese or in the district under his 
jurisdiction. 
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A GREAT BISHOP IN PRESENCE OF THE SUFFERINGS 

OF HIS PEOPLE. • 



" From the outset of military operations the civil authorities of the country urged upon all private 
persons the necessity of abstention from hostile acts against the enemy's army. That instruction remains 
in force. 

" It is our army, and our army solely, in league with the vahant troops of our Allies, that has the 
honour and the duty of national defence. Let us entrust the army virith our final deliverance. 

" Towards the persons of those who are holding dominion among us by military force, and who 
assuredly cannot but be sensible of the chivalrous energy with which we have defended, and are still 
defending, our independence, let us conduct ourselves with all needful forbearance. Some among 
them have declared themselves willing to mitigate, as far as possible, the severity of our situation and 
to help us to recove.r some minimum of regular civil life. Let us observe the rules they have laid upon 
us so long as those rules do not violate our personal liberty, nor our consciences as Christians, nor our 
duty to our country. Let us not take bravado for courage, nor tumult for bravery. 

" You especially, my dearest Brethren in the Priesthood, he you at once the best e.vamples of 
Patriotism and the best supporters of public order. 

" On the field of battle you have been magnificent. The King and the Army admire the intre- 
pidity of our military chaplains in face of death, their charity at the work of the ambulance. Your 
Bishops are proud of you. 

" You have suffered greatly. You have endured much calumny. But be patient ; history will do 
you justice. I to-day bear my witness for you. 

" Wherever it has been possible / have questioned our people, our clergy, and particularly a 
considerable number of priests who had been deported to German prisons, but whom a principle of 
humanity, to which I gladly render homage, has since set at liberty. Well, / affirm upon my honour, 
and I am prepared to assert upon faith of my oath, that until now / have not met a single ecclesiastic, 
secular or regular, who had once incited civilians to bear arms against the enemy. All have loyally 
followed the instructions of their Bishops, given in the early days of August, to the effect that they 
were to use their moral influence over the civil population so that order might be preserved and 
military regulations observed. 

" I exhort you to persevere in this ministry of peace, which is for you the sanest form of 
Patriotism ; to accept with all your hearts the privations you have to endure ; to simplify still further, 
if it is possible, your way of life. One of you who is reduced by robbery aud pillage to a state 
bordering on total destitution, said to me lately, ' I am living now as I wish I had lived always.' " 

Extract from the second part of the Pastoral Letter of Cardinal Mercier, entitled 
Patriotism and Endurance. Such a teaching cannot but have greatly aided a 
strong and rehgious people to support with resignation and in silent hope the 
galling yoke of brute force. 



5183 



( 34 ) 




M. HENRY CARTON DE WIART, Belgian Minister of Justice. 



" In spite of the untold atrocities, in spite of murders, in spite of the burning and massacre of 
innocents, the loss of wealth and the destruction of so many works of beauty — for dead stones as well 
as living souls, have suffered martyrdom at the hands of the invader — though our towns have been 
devastated and our fields laid waste, though our families are in mourning and wandering among 
ruins or passing on their way to exile, who amongst all these sufferers would to-day exchange his loss 
for the gain of the robber ? " 

Speech delivered at the Hotel de Ville in Paris, 20th December, 19 14. 
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THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT AS GUARDIAN OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW. 

" Numerous violations of the rules of international law and of the duties of humanity have been 
committed by the Invaders. 

"They cannot remain without protest. They must be held up to the reprobation of the civilised 
world. 

" A Committee has now been formed with this object. 

" This Committee proposes to collect, classify and examine in the most careful and impartial 
manner possible, all the facts which may come to its knowledge. 

" The Civil and Military Authorities, as well as private persons, are invited to bring to its notice 
cases of violation of international law, and to furnish at the same time any circumstances which may 
serve as evidence thereof." {Moniteur Beige, August 8th, 1914.) 

By the ministerial order, of which the above is the preamble, the Minister of Justice composed the 
Committee of Inquiry as follows : — 

Presideut : M. van Iseghen, President of the Court of Cassation. 

Members : MM. Cattier, Professor of the University of Brussels ; Nys, Judge of the Court of Appeal, 
Professor of public international law at the University of Brussels ; Verhaegen, ^udge of the Court of 
Appeal at Brussels ; Wodon, Professor at the University of Brussels. 

Secretary : M. Gillard, Director of the Ministry of Justice. 

When the Government removed to Antwerp, the Committee was formed as follows : — 

{Moniteur Beige, 23rd August, 1914.) 
President : M. Cooreman, Minister of State. 

Members : Count Goblet d'Alviella, vice-president of the Senate ; MM. Ryckmans, Senator ; Strauss, 
Sheriff of Antwerp ; Van Cutsem, President of the Tribunal. 

Secretaries : Chevalier Ernst de Bunswyck and M. Orts, Councillor of Legation. 

Finally, at the time of the siege of Antwerp, delegates were instructed at London to examine on 
behalf of the Committee the refugees from the invaded district under the presidency of Sir Mackenzie 
Chalmers, formerly Under-Secretary of State for the Home Department. MM. de Cartier de Marchienne, 
Belgian Minister in China, and Henri Lafontaine, Senator, were appointed members of the Committee, 
and M. Henri Davignon, Secretary. 

The neutral powers were approached as to whether they would consent to appoint representatives 
to sit on the Committee, but, influenced by scruples arising from their neutrality, they preferred to 
abstain from doing so. 

The committee of inquiry drew up 12 reports. The depositions will be given to the public as soon 
as the names can be made known without danger to the witnesses. No denial of a definite character 
or supported by any evidence has up to now been made of the findings of the Committee. 
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Pholograpli by Lafayeilc, Dublin (reproduced by permission). 

VISCOUNT BRYCE, President of the Committee, appointed by the British Government to report 
upon 1,200 depositions made by Belgian Refugees. 



" Sensible as they are of the gravity of these conchisions, the Committee conceive that they would 
be doing less than their duty if they failed to record them as fully established by the evidence. 
Murder, lust, and pillage prevailed over many parts of Belgium on a scale unparalleled in any war 
between civilised nations during the last three centuries." 

Extract from the Committee's report. 



( 37 ) 



GERMANY'S DISREGARD OF THE RULES 

OF WAR. 



" It is not true that the life or property of a single Belgian citizen has been touched by our soldiers 
except when the bitterest necessity for self-defence rendered it unavoidable. . 



" It is not true that our troops raged like brutes against Louvain. 
that our war staff despises the rights of peoples. 

Manifesto by 93 German Savants, Artists and Professors. 



" It is not true that our war staff despises the rights of peoples. It knov.^s nothing of undisciplined 
cruelty. . . ," 
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Wound caused by an expanding bullet. 
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HONOUR IN WAR : FORBIDDEN PROJECTILES. 

'' Besides the prohibitions provided by special conventions, it is especially forbidden : 

" (e) To employ arms, projectiles or material of a nature to cause superfluous injury.'' 

Article 33 of the Hague Rules of War. 

" Gand, 26th September, 1914. 
" To the Minister of War. 

" I have the honour to send you herewith some cartridges fitted with the so-called ' dum-dum 
bullets,' taken on the person of the Hanoverian Oberleutnant Von'Hadeln, made prisoner by my troops 
at Ninove on the 26th of this month. His pistol, which he threw away just before he was taken, 
could not be recovered. 

"(Signed) L. CLOETE, 
" Lieutenant-General and Governor of Gand." 

Seizure of dum-dum bullets on a German Officer. 

" The box with green label sent me [' 20 patronen No. 403 filr die Mauser selbsladende pistole 
caliber 7'63 '] must have contained loaded cartridges. It contains one clip in three of expanding 
bullets taken from the special boxes with yellow tickets. These balls are made expansive in the 
manufacture ; it would not be possible to make them such by hand. 

" Antwerp, 28th August, 1914. 

" (Signed) V. ROUSSEUX, 

" Expert Armourer." 

Report of the Expert Armourer. 

" The soldier, Theophile Levant, of the 5th Lancers, was wounded at 12 noon on 27th September, 
at the battle of Alost, by an expanding bullet. The orifice of entry, corresponding to the diameter 
of the ball, was situated one-third of the way up his left forearm, on the front side. 

" The bullet splashed, carrying away all the bones of the wrist, the ends of four upper small bones 
of the palm, and the soft tissues of the back of the wrist. On the front of the wrist the flesh was 
lacerated in several places. The lesions were such that it was necessary to amputate the forearm. 

" The amputation took place at 8 p.m. on 27th September, Present : Doctors Van de Velde, 
Neirynck, and De Broyker. The operation was also witnessed by Doctor Bossaerts (Chief of the 
Red Cross Hospital at Ghent) and the nurses on duty, Mesdames M. Lippens, E. J. Braun, P. Lippens 
and Mesdemoiselles de Hemptine and Lamont, also by the hospital attendants MM. Braun and 
Carpentier. 

" Annexed are two photographs and one X-ray photograph of the wounded hand. It has been 
preserved. 

" Signed by the eleven persons mentioned above in the Report, 

" Dr. J. VAN DE VELDE. 

'■ Dr. neirynck. 

"Dr. de broyker. 

"M. LIPPENS. 

"S. LIPPENS. 

"A. DE HEMPTINE. 

"EMMA LAMONT. 

"Dr. bossaerts. 

"A. BRAUN. 

" E. J. BRAUN. 

"RENE CARPENTIER. 

Certificate of three doctors, four hospital attendants, and two ambulance attendants. 
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Place Leopold at Namur before and after the German occupation. One of the houses 

behind the statue is the Nursing Home of Dr. Bribosia, where 

Belgian and French wounded were killed. 
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HONOUR IN WAR: FORBIDDEN METHODS OF WAR. 
THE PROTECTION OF THE WOUNDED. 

" The contracting Powers agree to abstain from the use of projectiles, the sole object of which is 
diffusion of asphyxiating or deleterious gases," 

Declaration signed at The Hague the 29th July, 1899. 

" . . ; it is especially forbidden to kili or wound an enemy who having laid down arms OR HAVING 
NO LONGER THE MEANS OF DEFENCE has surrendered at discretion. 

Art. 23 of The Hague Rules of War. 

"On the 23rd April, 1915, the Germans prepared to attack the sector of Steenstraat-Langemarck 
employing asphyxiating gases. Clouds of gas were driven forward and settled in the trenches 
occupied by the Allied troops. 

" The gases were seen to form a low cloud of a dark geenish colour which became lighter and 
transformed itself into a bright yellow towards the summit ; the cloud may have been 100 metres in 
height. These gases appear to be of different kinds being formed of chlorine, formaline, nitrous 
vapours, sulphur, dioxide and gases not yet analysed. 

" The Germans have employed the following methods of driving these gases forward : — 

"(a) Fires lighted in front of the trenches. The gases which are then released, are driven 

along by the wind in the direction of the enemy's positions ; 

" (&) Jars thrown into the trenches either by hand or from engines ; 

" (c) Tubes which set free the gases ; 

" (d) Shells containing asphyxiating gases. 

" The gases which the Germans have employed have effect to a distance of three kilometres. 
After a minute or a minute and a half the victims begin to vomit and to spit blood. Their eyes and 
mucous membranes become enflamed and they are overcome by a sort of stupor which lasts for three 
or four hours and sometimes longer." ' 

Extract from the 14th Report of the Committee of Inquiry. 

" Quartermaster Baudoin van de Kerchove, 3rd Lancers, deposes that after he had been wounded 
by two German bullets at the battle at Orsmael (loth August, 1914), the Germans maltreated him in 
spite of his injuries. One of them took his carbine from his hand, whirled it round his head, and 
inflicted a violent blow on his ribs with it. A second German, seeing that he was still alive, fired on 
him from a distance of only six feet ; luckily for him the bullet only inflicted a grazing wound on his 
. abdomen. [Depositions taken at Ghent, 17th August, 1914.] 

" A cyclist-rifleman, who fell into the hands of the Germans in this same battle, was found 
hanged in a hedge. We have several witnesses to this fact, among them the priest of the village, who 
took charge of the burying of the corpse. [Evidence of Captain Dezande, of the Cyclist Battalion.] 

" On i6th August, French soldiers, wounded on the previous night at the battle of Dinant, were 
found with their skulls battered in by blows with clubbed rifles. [Evidence taken at the Session on 
30th September, 1914.] 

" On 23rd August, at Namur, German soldiers moved their own wounded from the private hospital 
of Dr. Bribosia, which was used as a dressing-station, but killed two Belgian and two French wounded 
men who had been tended there. They then set the hospital on fire. [Evidence at the Sessions of 
29th August, 1914, 28th Septeihber, 1914, and ist October, 1914.] 

" On 25th August at Hofstaede, near Malines, a Belgian rifleman left slightly wounded was finished 
ofl with blows from the butts of rifles which smashed in his skull. [Evidence taken at Session of 
27th August, 1914.] 

" Twenty- two soldiers of the same corps were found dead in a little wood lying to the right of the 
road from Malines to Terneuze, near Baarbeck. Eighteen of them had been killed by bayonet thrusts 
in the face ; they had bullet wounds, but these were not dangerous, only sufficient to prevent them 
from escaping. But the four remaining Belgians, who had fatal bullet wounds, bore no traces of the 
bayonet. [Evidence taken at Session of 12th October, 1914.] 

" On 25th August, at the battle in the neighbourhood of Sempst, the soldier JLootens, of the 
24th of the Line, whose duty it was to aid the ambulance staff in carrying off the wounded, found two 
Belgian corpses bound to a tree. These soldiers were still wearing their full equipment ; their coats 
were torn open, and it was clear that they, had been bayoneted in the stomach ; their entrails were 
protruding from the wounds. 

" On the 25th August, at 4 o'clock in the afternoon, a nurse attending to the wounded at Eppeghem 
saw a German soldier give a death blow to a Belgian soldier slightly wounded in the lower part of his 
face by striking him on the head with the butt end of his rifle." 

Extract from the 7th Report of the Committee of Inquiry. 
" It is proved — 

" That the rules and usuages of war were frequently broken, particularly by killing the wounded 
and prisoners." 

Conclusions of the Report of the English Committee. 
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I.— The town of Louvain, a 
great part of which was de- 
stroyed by the German army 
wantonly and not in the course 
of any military action 25th to 
30th August, 1914. 



T^HjWfv ^j3 



II. — The town of Dinant, 
burnt and completely destroyed 
by the German army 23rd to 
25th August, 1914. 




III.— The town of Termonde, 
bombarded on three occasions 
and entirely burnt after it had 
been sacked by the German 
army between the 4th Sep- 
tember and the end of October, 
1914. 
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THE DESTRUCTION OF OPEN TOWNS : LOUVAIN, DINANT, 

TERMONDE. 

"The attack or bombardment by any means whatever of toimis, villages, habitations or buildings which are 
not defended is forbidden." 

Art. 25 of the Hague Rules of War. 

"It is forbidden to destroy the enemy's property unless such destruction be imperatively demanded by the 
necessities of war." 

Art. 23 (J.) of the Hague Rules of War. 

" The giving tip to pillage of a town or place even when taken by assault is forbidden." 
Art. 28. 



"At Louvain a third of the buildings are down ; one thousand and seventy-four dwelhngs have 
disappeared ; on the town land and in the suburbs, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three 
houses have been burnt. 

" In this dear city of Louvain, perpetually in my thoughts, the magnificent church of St. Peter will 
never recover its former splendour. The ancient college of St. Ives, the art-schools, the consular and 
commercial schools of the University, the old markets, our rich library with its collections, its unique 
and unpublished manuscripts, its archives, its gallery of great portraits of illustrious rectors, chancellors, 
professors, dating from the time of its foundation, which preserved for masters and students alike a 
noble tradition and were an incitement in their studies — all this accumulation of intellectual, of historic, 
and of artistic riches, the fruit of the labours of five centuries — all is in the dust." 

Extract from the Pastoral letter of Cardinal Mercier (Christmas, 19 14). 

"To sum up, the town of Dinant is destroyed. It counted 1,400 houses ; only 200 remain. The 
manufactories where the artisan population worked have been systematically destroyed. Rather more 
than 700 of the inhabitants have been killed ; others have been taken off to Germany, and are still 
retained there as prisoners. The majority are refugees scattered all through Belgium. A few who 
remained in the town are dying in hunger." 

Conclusions of the i ith Report of the Committee of Inquiry (i6th January, 1915). 

" The town of Termonde was systematically destroyed. It was destroyed by methodical arson, 
accompanied by pillage. Even allowing that there was a military necessity for the bombardment, that 
bombardment only completed the devastating work of the German pioneer-troops." 

Conclusion of the 9th Report of the Committee of Inquiry (24th December, 1914). 

" It is proved — 

"... that the burnings and destruction were frequent where no military necessity could be 
alleged." 

Conclusions of the Report of the English Committee. 



( 44 ) 





What remains of the Library of the University of Louvain. 
The outer walls — the interior. 
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PLACES THE DESTRUCTION OF WHICH IS FORBIDDEN: 
BUILDINGS DEVOTED TO SCIENCE. 



" . . . All necessary steps should be taken to spare, as far as possible, buildings devoted to 
religion, art, science and charity, historic monuments, hospitals and places where ike sick and wounded 
are collected. . . .'' 

Article 27 of the Hague Rules of War. 



" The tragic burning of the University buildings of Louvain by the German troops has caused a 
twofold disaster, the destruction of a very remarkable historical monument and the loss of the treasures 
of learning that had been preserved for centuries in the archives of the Library. 

" The University of Louvain dates from the beginning of the 14th century. All the world knows 
the Salle des Pas-Perdus in the University buildings ; so many reproductions have been made of its 
graceful cloisters, its columns with their varied capitols, its brackets boldly carved with original 
designs. 

" The University buildings erected at the end of the 17th century, and a vast building added at 
the beginning of the i8th century, were used for the purposes of the University Library. Few library 
buildings could bear comparison with our great room, with its oak panelling so boldly conceived and so 
carefully executed as to be at once imposing and harmonious. Another room, restored a year ago, was 
a gem of the fine and delicate architecture of the Renaissance. In the old medical lecture hall, which 
had been scrupulously preserved in all its details. University degrees used to be conferred with solemn 
pomp. The public reading room, called the " salle des portraits," contained a collection which was of 
unique interest in the literary history of the Low Countries ; the portraits of the most illustrious 
professors and distinguished benefactors of the ancient university found a place there. 

" The Library of the University of Louvain possessed 500 manuscripts. Particularly notable 
amongst them was a tiny manuscript written by Thomas a Kempis with his own hand, and numerous 
prayer books illuminated with gorgeous miniatures. Our collection of incunabula was among the most 
important and most valuable. We had from 800 to 1,000 specimens. The total number of our volumes 
was upwards of 250,000. Our collection of early impressions was of the richest ; documents, pamphlets, 
and notices regarding the Revolution in the Low Countries and Jansenism were bound in volumes of 
" miscellanies " which formed an immense library which it is impossible to replace. 

" We kept in large cupboards a fine collection of Flemish bindings of the i6th and 17th centuries, 
and rare bibliographical and typographical curiosities of every sort. We guarded the whole with a 
jealous care for all the precious memorials of the ancient University. Who has not admired the finely 
preserved original of the charter founding our University in 1425 ? Who has not heard speak of the 
copy on vellum of the famous work of Andre Vesale, de humani corporis fabrica, a copy of which 
Charles V. presented to our University ? 

" The burning of the University buildings has completely destroyed the treasures kept in the 
Library of the University of Louvain. In their night of drunken and murderous orgy the German 
soldiers spared nothing. Those who have this crime against learning and civilisation on their 
conscience will have to bear, in the judgment of history, a heavy and lasting responsibility. 

" P. DELANNOY, 

" Librarian of the University of Louvain." 
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The hospital of Lierre protected by the flag of the Red Cross systematically bombarded by the German 
Army. The principal hall — a wounded Belgian and an infirm old woman were killed there. 
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PLACES THE DESTRUCTION OF WHICH IS FORBIDDEN: 
BUILDINGS DEVOTED TO CHARITABLE OBJECTS. 



LOUVAIN. 

" On Thursday, 27th, at 8 o'clock, an order was given to all the inhabitants to leave Louvain : the 
low^n was going to be bombarded. 

" Old men, women, children, sick people, lunatics from the asylums, priests, nuns, were brutally 
driven like cattle along the roads. We only reahse now the atrocities committed during this terrible 
exodus. These people were driven in different- directions by brutal soldiers, forced to kneel and to Hft 
their arms each time they met German soldiers and officers ; they were left without food during the 
day, without shelter during the night." 

Extract from the 5th Report of the Committee of Inquiry. 



TERMONDE. 

" Next day (5th September) began the complete destruction of the town by fire, under the 
direction of a Major von Sommerfeld. The hospital was not spared ; it was drenched with petroleum 
and set alight. The sick, wounded, and old people were carried out ; but one epileptic man perished 
in the blaze." 

Extract from the 9th Report of the Committee of Inquiry. 



LIERRE. 

" On the 29th September began the boipbardment of Lierre. The first bomb fell at a distance of 
150 metres from the hospital from which the Red Cross flag was clearly seen to be flying. The second 
shell fell within 9 or 10 metres of the hospital. 

" I went to look immediately after the bombardment ; a woman had been killed, besides a little 
boy and a little girl in the interior of a house. I had their remains taken up. I went to the hospital. 
One of the nuns told me that they had just brought down the bodies of four people killed by one of the 
shells. I asked on what spot the shell had fallen, and there I found two more corpses lying dead. 
On the ground floor there were two old women killed by fragments of shells. I ran to a photographer. 
He took four negatives." 

Statement of a witness before the Court of Inquiry, 3rd November, 1914. 
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Interior of a Church at Termonde. 



The Church of Elewyt. 




The church of Vis6 burnt down long after the capture of Li6ge and at the time when the Belgian 
army had retired towards Louvain. Vis6 is the last Belgian town on the left bank of the Meuse. The 
town was completely destroyed after all military operations had ceased, 15th August, 1914. 
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PLACES THE DESTRUCTION OF WHICH IS FORBIDDEN: 
BUILDINGS DEVOTED TO WORSHIP. 

" The ancient church of Hastieres suffered odious profanation. Horses were stabled in it. The 
priestly vestments were torn and befouled. The lamps, statues, and holy-water stoups were broken. 
The reliquarj was smashed, and the relics scattered about. Among them were some relics of the 
Eleven . Thousand Virgins of Cologne, which had escaped the fury of the Huguenots of 1590 and 
the Revolution of 1790. The tabernacle resisted an attempt at burglary, but two of the four altars 
were profaned ; the sepulchres at the altars were broken open and the remains in them thrown 
out and trampled under foot." 

Statement of a witness annexed to the report of the sitting of the 18th 
December, 1914. (nth Report of the Committee of Inquiry.) 

"The church presents a lamentable aspect. Its three doors, as well as^ that of the sacristy, 
have been more or less consumed. The door of the nave and side door on the right, both of 
massive oak, seem to have been forced in by a battering ram after the flames had weakened them. 
In the interior, the altars, confessionals, harmoniums and candelabra are broken, the collection boxes 
are forced open, the wooden Gothic statues which decorated the columns of the nave have been 
torn down, others have been partially destroyed by fire." 

Report by M. Pierre Orts, Secretary of the Committee of Inquiry on his 
visit to Aerschot. 

"At Grimberghen at the Abbey Premontres there were two sealed crypts into which no one 
ever descends. On the right are buried the princes of Merode Rubempre, on the other side the 
prelates. 

" The tombs have been violated. Some rings which the dead prelates wore on the fingers had 
been carried away." 

Evidence of M. C. de Vilvorde. 



" What shall we say now of the material damage caused in a .few days within our diocese. We 
visited several of the districts which have suffered^ and we shed hitter tears before the ruins of churches^ 
schools, presbyteries, dwelling places and entire monuments which had been destroyed, sometimes in the 
confusion of battle, but more often by incendiarism. Must we cite the names ? Dinant, Tamines- 
Saint-Martin, Sorinne, Spontin, Hastieres, Hermeton-sur-Meuse, Onhaye, Anthee, et Maurenne, Surice, 
Romedenne, Franchitnont, Villers-en-Fagne, Frasnes, Villerzee^ Bourseigne-Neuve, Musson, Baranzy, 
Ethe, Gomery, Tintigny, Houdemont, Rossignol, Herbeumont, Maissin, Porcheresse, these are parishes 
which the war has willed shall be blotted out from- the map of our diocese. And apart from the 
villages laihich have suffered martyrdom we know of 150 others where the damage has been more or 
less serious. 

'■'■But what fills our heart with the deepest feeling of bitterness is the thought of the sacrileges 0/ 
which our diocese has been the theatre in many localities. From the bottom of our heart we deplore 
these sacrileges, because they are a direct offence against Our Lord in the Holy Eucharist, which for 
so long we have sought to make known, loved and honoured throughout our diocese." 

Extract from the Lent charge of His Grace Monseigneur Heylen, Bishop of Namur. 
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St. 



Malines and Ypres contained two jewels of medieval architecture : the metropolitan church of 
Rombaut and the Cloth Hall. 



Three attempts were made by the Germans to reach the first building with their guns, the 
second was shattered a little more every day by the murderous shells bent on destroying the most 
noted communal monument of Flanders. 



PLACES OF WHICH THE DESTRUCTION IS FORBIDDEN: 

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS. 

SAINT ROMBAUT DE MALINES. 

Of all the monuments which our glorious past has bequeathed us none can be more remarkable 
than the Church of St. Rombaut, the construction of which was begun at the end of the thirteenth 
century and completed in 1312. It is a Gothic edifice in the form of a cross with a colossal tower 
in the west. 

This massive and venerable tower is of admirable proportions. It gives an impression of 
strength, vigour and solidity never to be forgotten. Standing before it one has the idea of being 
in the presence of something of an eternal nature. It seems indeed to be the Guardian of the City. 

Only the gay notes of its chimes, which on summer evenings charm with their silvery music 
the ears of the inhabitants assembled at the Cafes in the square, seem somewhat to soften the 
austerity of its aspect as a tutelary spirit. 

The interior of the church itself inspires a feeling of intense fervour, but it is necessary to 
take part in one of the solemn masses which are celebrated there on the days of high festivals in 
order to grasp all the liturgic splendour of Flemish Catholicism. Streaks of copper, gold and silver 
scintillate in the light of the lofty windows and the resplendent stained glass. The excellence of 
individual works of art, while they contribute to the splendour of the sacred objects which the 
ceremonial of worship seems to invest with life, is almost lost in the simple, all-pervading beauty of 
the entire edifice. 

Besides its beautiful Verity pulpit of the seventeenth century carved by J. F. R. Bockstuyns 
and representing a multitude of men and women, saints and angels, quaintly grouped together in 
delicious crudity, and its superb communion bench carved by Arnold Quellyn in 1678, St. Rombaut 
possesses a work of very high order, namely, the Christ on the Cross, by Van Dyck. 



THE HALLES OF YPRES. 

The first stone of the Halles of Ypres was laid in the year 1200 by the Count of Flanders, 
Beaudouin IX. The whole was completed in 1304. In 1620 an elegant building was built at its 
side with colonnades, which afterwards became the Hotel de Ville. Above this, over the whole 133 
metres of frontage, a huge romantic room, decorated with wonderful frescoes, occupied the whole of 
the first floor. 

The Halles of Ypres, in their ancient simplicity, formed one of the most beautiful lay monuments 
of Gothic style, not only of Belgium but of the whole of Europe. " One finds oneself," said the 
historian, Henri Pirenne, " in presence of an entirely new art which owes nothing to anybody. 
Flanders has nowhere adopted as a model those great and severe buildings whose practical purpose 
is so happily mingled with a character of heroism and majesty. It is in the Halles that the Flemish 
civilisation of the thirteenth century finds its most noble and characteristic expression." 

The artist will fully confirm the judgment of the historian. The Halles of Ypres are in the 
lay and communal architecture of the middle ages what the cathedral of Chartres is in religious 
architecture, the perfect model of the highest expression of a definite ideal. 

Extract from Belgique illustree, by Dumont Wilden! 
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Safes broken open with the help of the tools of professional burglars by the German Troops at 
Dinant, Termonde and in the environs of Malines. 
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FORBIDDEN PILLAGE. 

" The giving up to pillage of a town or place ^ even when taken by assault, is forbidden." 
" Pillage is formally prohibited^ 

Arts. 28 and 47 of the Hague Rules of War. 

" One company, under a captain, burst into the offices of the ' Dander Central Bank,' a private 
company, and searched them from end to end. Soon after, a special squad entered the bank, and 
blew open the safe in the room of the manager, from which frs. 2,400 were taken. They then forced 
the wrought-iron gate of the bank cellar, which contained the boxes deposited by private customers. 
But there was a second door to the cellar which resisted their burglarious eiforts. It was only the 
great solidity of this structure which preserved the private safes below." 

Extract from the gth Report of the Committee of Inquiry : The Sack of Termonde. 

" While a certain number of soldiers were perpetrating this massacre, others pillaged and sacked 
the houses of the town, and broke open all safes, sometimes blasting them with dynamite. They 
entered the Banque Centrale de la Meuse, seized the Director, M. Xavier Wasseige, and demanded 
that he should open the safes. On his refusal they attempted to break them open. As they did 
not succeed, they led M. Wasseige and his two eldest sons to the Place d'Armes and shot ihem, 
together with 120 of their fellow citizens, with machine guns. M. Wasseige's three youngest children, 
held by sdldiers, were forced to witness the murder of their father and brothers. It is also said that 
one of M. Wasseige's sons lay in agony on the Place d'Armes for a whole hour, no one daring to 
give him help." 

Extract from the nth Report of the Committee of Inquiry : The Sack of Dinant. 

" The German authorities entered the private banks and seized the cash in hand. They found 
£\2 at the Banque de la Dyle and £^^0 at the Banque Populaire." 

Extract from the 5th Report of the Committee of Inquiry : The Sack of Louvain. 

" It is proved : 

"... that looting, house burning, and the wanton destruction of property were ordered and 
countenanced by the officers of the German Army." • 

Conclusions of the Report of the English Committee. 
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Incendiary tablets found on soldiers belonging to the special corps 
of " pionniers " and among the ruins of houses destroyed by fire 

at Termonde. 
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RESPECT OF PRIVATE PROPERTY. 

" A company was directed (at Termonde) to carry out the destruction of the houses. This 
company kept central reservoirs where each man carrying a pneumatic belt went to replenish himself 
with an incendiary liquid with which to sprinkle the wood on the outside of the houses ; another 
man wearing a glove especially provided with a preparation of phosphorus, passed in front of the 
houses which had been sprinkled and rubbed his glove on the wood. This set fire to the houses and 
permitted a whole street to be burnt all in a quarter of an hour. In order to expedite still further 
the burning of the houses, the men threw inside inflammable matter of which I send you a sample." 

Report of the Belgian military authority, 19th September, 1914. 



" These tablets are black in colour with a metallic surface ; they are shiny, greasy to the touch, 
elastic and without odour. When rubbed on paper they leave a black mark. 

" They have a diameter of 20*5 millimetres, a thickness of 2*9 millimetres, and shew in the 
centre a circular aperture of 4*2 millimetres. They weigh i"43 grams. Examined under a magnifying 
glass they shew a slight trace of parallel lines going the same direction on both sides ; which seems to 
indicate that they have been submitted to a process of rolling. 

'' When cut in transverse sections it is seen that they are black only on the surface and that they 
are composed of a substance of a horny nature, of a yellowish colour and transparent. 

" When lighted they quickly burst into flame, and produce a deflagration while emitting a 
yellowish flame. 

" A chemical examination shews that they are composed of nitro-cellulose. 

" Conclusions. — These tablets are made with nitro-cellulose gelatinised with a view to enabling them 
to be submitted to the process of rolling and afterwards cut by a machine. 

" Their surface is covered with black lead with a view to lessening the electric properties of the 
nitro-cellulose and facilitate their manipulation. 

"It is possible that the central aperture of these tablets is designed to enable a number to be 
joined together by means of a wick intended to be ignited before they are thrown on to the spot 
where it is desired to produce the fire. 

" Chemist, ist Class, 

(Signed) G. DE RUDDER." 

Analysis of the incendiary tablets with an indication of their use. 



" It is proved : 

"... that elaborate provision had been made for systematic incendiarism at the very outbreak 
of the war." 

Conclusions of the report of the English Committee. 
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His Grace Monseigneur CHARLES GUSTAVE WALRAVENS, 
Bishop of Tournai. 

Taken as a hostage at Tournai on the 24th August, 1914; died in the same town, 16th February, 1915. 



'' The venerable Bishop of Tournai, an old man and an invalid, was shut up fur five days at Ath, 
in a nauseous place, where he had only a mattress to lie upon, and no food save what certain devoted 
ladies brought him." 

Extract from the loth Report of the Committee of Inquiry. 
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RESPECT FOR NON-COMBATANTS: HOSTAGES. 

. tn cases not included in the regulations adopted^ populations and bellio'erents remain under 
Ihe protection and the rule of the principles of the law of nations as they result from the usages established 
between civilised nations from the laws of humanity and the requirements of the public conscience^ 

Preamble of the Hague Rules of War. 

" The belligerent is forbidden to compel the nationals of the adverse party to take part in the operations 
of War directed against their country P 

Art. 23 of the Hague Rules of War. 

From the first moment when the German army came into touch with the Belgian forces before 
Liege, it sought to protect itself by thrusting before it groups of civilians. One witness described to us 
the way in which a German battery, which was firing at the Carmelite Monastery of Chevremont, sought 
to shelter itself from the fire of a fort by massing around itself people arre.sted from the neighbouring 
villages, including women and even children. The same witness declares that he saw a body of German 
troops, who passed through the gap between forts Fleron and Chaudefontaine, driving before them many 
civilians, whom they had picked up on the highway : most of them had their hands tied behind their 
backs. Another group was made to march in the middle of the column ; it included an old man of 
eighty years of age, whom two companions had literally to drag along. 

To turn to the other side of Belgium — a witness gives us the following description of a German 
column as it marched through a commune of the Borinage (province of Hainault) on its way to attack 
the French, who were falling back to the other bank of the Sambre. "There came first cyclists, then 
infantry in open order, then a party of about 100 ' hostages,'' then masses of infantry, next some motors 
(of which several were being dragged by horses), then some guns, and lastly a ^roup of about 300 more 
' hostages ' who had ropes passed round them. 

Although the French had lined the heights which commanded the valley, they hesitated long 
before firing. The reason was that they saw these civilians both at the head of and behind the German 
column. After the fighting had begun, and many Germans had fallen under the French fire, the troops 

occupying the village of set fire to all the houses along the street where they were standing." 

This did not hinder the onward march of the invading army. At 10 p.m. the witness observed another 
group of civilians^ which comprised this time many women and children. Part of them, men, women 
and children, were forced to spend the night on the bridge over the Sambre, in order that the French 
might be prevented from bombarding it. Others were pushed forward toward the French firing line : 
among these were the priest in charge of the Free School, an old man of 64, and three younger 
ecclesiastics. On the following morning our witness, who was under arrest himself in another group of 
" hostages" noticed eight nuns stationed on the bridge, to preserve it against attempts at destruction. 

Extract from the loth Report of the Committee of Inquiry. 

"It is proved : 

"... that the rules and usages ox war were frequently broken, particularly by the using of 
civilians, including women and children, as a shield for advancing forces exposed to fire." 

Conclusions of the Report of the English Committee. 
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Degrading mark painted in oil colours on the back of every civil 
prisoner interned in one of the German camps "Kriegsgefangenen 
Celle." "Kriegsgefangenen Munster." 



Thousands of Belgian citizens have been similarly ilepoiied lo the prisons oj Germany, to Miinsterlagen, 
to Celle, and Magdeburg. At Munsterlagen alone the civit prisoners numbered three thousand one hundred. 

Pastoral letter of Cardinal Mercier. 
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CUSTOMS RECOGNISED BY CIVILIZED NATIONS; 
CIVILIAN PRISONERS. 

A witness, who was arrested when alone, and long after the termination of hostilities, has given 
us a detailed narrative of his captivity. He was seized in the suburbs of Brussels, and added to a 
party of about twenty other civilians, who were taken to Germany on a military train, under a 
guard of four soldiers. At the German railway stations the populace seemed to have been expecting 
the passage of the train ; they insulted the prisoners, whom the soldiers in charge pointed out to 
them as '■'■ the franc-tireurs" Our witness affirms that in another carriage of his train there were 
other civilian prisoners, including an old gentleman with two little girls of twelve and thirteen, and 
a hoy about ten years old. The rest of the train contained military prisoners, Belgian, French and 
English, whom the crowd did not molest, and who received decent rations ; but the civilians 
were given nothing but bread and water. After several days of most painful travelling, the civilian 

prisoners were interned at X , where our witness reports that they found several hundred 

other Belgian non-combatants. To the number of over 650 they were shut up in a granary, and 
forced to sleep on straw. There were six priests among them. They were roused in the morning 
by blows and curses, and led into a barrack square ; here an inscription was placed on their backs, 
designating them as " prisoners of war " at the town where they were detained. At midday they 
were given a bowl of soup. The punishments in vogue were the cells and the pillory — on which 
men were exposed for hours on end — not to speak of curses and blows from sticks or the butt ends 
of rifles. The rooms were insanitary, and the latrine was an open one — a rudimentary structure 
composed of a fir tree nailed down on supporting beams over a trench about thirty feet long. In 
this place there were imprisoned 300 inhabitants of a certain Flemish village, including the parish priest, 
his curate, the schoolmaster, the secretary of the commune, and a seminarist, as also a priest from 
the diocese of Namur, a seminarist from Hoogstraeten, and a clerical professor from the College of St. Pierre 
at Brussels. 

Extract from the loth Report of the Committee of Inquiry. 

From another witness we have information concerning the lot of the civilian prisoners interned 
at another German town. This was the place to which a great number of the inhabitants of 
Louvain were carried oiF. Crammed together in goods wagons without windows, these poor people, 
among whom were over 100 women and children (some of the latter mere infants), were forced 

to travel almost without food and without any chance of sleep. At Z they were turned 

out, to be lodged in sheds which in time of peace served some for horses and others for soldiers. 
Many of these people remain there still ; most of them have only their summer clothing, some no 
proper clothing at all, for they were turned out of their houses just as they were, without being 
permitted to finish their dressing or to take any baggage in their hands. They have only straw to 
sleep upon, and it has never been renewed. They were given on their arrival only one blanket 
between each two persons, and these blankets were old, dirty and very thin. Fire and lighting 
were unknown luxuries. The food consists of one loaf for each three persons, given out on alternate 
days, and this loaf weighs less than six pounds. Each morning and evening they have a small ration 
of coffee, and each day at 11 a.m. a bowl of soup, which it is often impossible to consume. The 
German authorities have made no provision for the cleanliness of the prisoners — no towels, no soap. 
After a time those of the prisoners who had money were able to improve their condition somewhat ; 
but many had been carried off without warning, and had no funds whatever. 

We are assured that the moral sufferings of the prisoners are even worse than their physical 
sufferings. They have to live in unpleasant and dangerous contiguity with individuals suffering from 
contagious diseases. These civilians are of all ranks of life — priests, university professors, lawyers, 
employers of labour, shopkeepers, working people. All alike are condemned to complete idleness. 
No books are allowed, and no tools. The German soldiery, alleging that they are dealing with 
'•^ franc-tireurs and murderers," treat them with the greatest brutality. Can we wonder at the fact 
that many of the prisoners have become insane ? 

Extract from the loth Report of the Committee of Inquiry. 
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Paroisse de Saint-Hadeiin (OIne) 



I.es Menibres du Conseil de Fabi'kjue, ie#i Chefs dcs (i-nfreries de la Sainle-Vieipc ef de 
Sainte-Karbc vous prienf de bien vouloir asssisler au Service solennel qui sel'a eelebre en 
I'eglise de Saint-iladplin, Lund! 9 Novembre, a 10 heures et demio, pour Ic repos 
des ames des menibres dc Confrerie dont les nonis suivent : 

P. .1. Hou^and, decedc ii .Micheioux. Ic "-22 Fevticr. n^embl■c do la Confierie de la 

Sainte-Viei'ge. 

Elisabelli Franqucl, decedee a Verviers. Ic 9 Juillel:, membre des deux Confrciics 

Ainsi que pour les viclimes du massacre des S ct (> Aoul en eeile paroisse : 

Jean Naval, (icorj^cs Delrez. veuve Desonav. .losepliine Dcsonay. Viclor \Varnirr perc, 

Vielor Warniei' fds, Nelly Warnier. Kdgard Warnier, dc Saint-lladelin. 
Jean Matz, Andre Craliay el Paul Bailly. de Foiel. 

Thus lues le .'i Aout sur Ic hawen 

Jean \Viliol, I^urent Gillel. Jacques Rahiei', Denis Naval, Jean Naval, Jacques Maguel, 
Henii Maguel, Pierre Dewandi'e. Julien Dewandre, Henri Oevvandre, Joseph Delsaute, Louis 
Germay. Guillaunie Leclereq, Jean Legrand . N'orl Grand'ry. Josepb Grand'ry, Leonard 
GrandVy, Auguslin Sequaris, Pieirc Dethier, Paul |l>ctbler, Leonard Laniarche, Felicien 
Boeur, |Alphonse Boeur, Vicor Hubert. Henri Huberl, Joseph Tixhon Edouard Daenen, 
Gilles Hautvast, Gaspard Hautvast, Jacques Haulvant, Joseph Haulvast. de Sainl-Hadelii?. 
Viclor Polel. Jean Backer o[ Kernand Maguel , d'Ayeneux 
Joseph Strauven. de Chaineux ; Joseph Delhalle, de RobernionL 
Toussaint Hansez, Vieloi' Hanse/.. Toossaint Hansez. Laurent Francois el Jules 
Saive, de Bouny. 

Tous lues a Riessonsart le (i Aout. 

Albert Schwciz. Betty S{;lnveiz. ^Vilhelnl liascnklevei'. Blaise Graner, Anioine Daelheni. 
de Saint-Hadelin. 

Hubert Blum c! Mathiru Klein, dr Fleron. 

Tous tues dans les lleids d'(.)lne le (> Aoi'it. 

Denis Naval-Rogislej-. de Magnee, luC dans les lleids fl"Ajeneux Ip (» Aout. el Mathieu 
Clossel, dc Saint-Hedelin, fue a Bouny le <> Aoi'it. 

Priez Dieu pour le repos de leurs ames. 

Dnui Cosur de Marie, f^oyez moo refuge. 

Noire -Dome de Lourdes, prlez pour doub. 

Saint Joseph, patron de la Belgique, priez pour nous 

Saint Hadolin, palron de la paroisse, prie^ pour nous 

SainLe Barbe, petronnc de lo bonne mort, priez pour ooiifi. 



Letter of invitation to attend tlie celebration of a service for tlie repose of the 

souls of 61 PERSONS, OF WHOM FOUR WERE 

WOMEN, MASSACRED within the territory of the Commune of Dine 
(a few kilometres from Li6ge) on the 5th and 6th August, 1914. 
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[translation] 



PARISH OF ST. HADELIN (OLNE) 

The Members of the Conseil de Fabrique, and the Heads of the Brotherhoods of 
the Holy Virgin and Sainte Barbe, invite you to assist at the solemn service which 
will be held at the Church of St. HadeHn on Monday, 9th November, at 10.30, for 
the repose of the souls of the members of the Brotherhood whose names are here 
given : 

P. J. Hougrand, died at Micheroux on 22 nd February, member of the Brother- 
hood of the Holy Virgin. 

Elizabeth Franquet, died at Verviers on 9th July, member of the two 
Brotherhoods. 

Also for the victims of the massacre of 5th and 6th August in this Parish : 

Jean Naval, Georges Delrez, the widow Desonay, Josephine Desonay, Victor 
Warmer, Victor Warnier, son, Nelly Warmer, Edgard Warmer, of St. Hadelin. 

Jean Matz, Andre Crahay and Paul Bailly, of Foret. 

All killed on 5th August on the Fawen. 

Jean Willot, Laurent Gillet, Jacques Rahier, Denis Naval, Jean Naval, Jacques 
Maguel, Henri Maguel, Pierre Dewandre, Julien Dewandre, Henri Dewandre, 
Joseph Delsaute, Louis Germay, Guillaume Leclercq, Jean Legrand, Noel Grand'ry, 
Joseph Grand'ry, Leonard Grand'ry, Augustin Sequaris, Pierre Dethier, Paul Dethier, 
Leonard Lamarche, Felicien Boeur, Alphonse Boeur, Vicor Hubert, Henri Hubert, 
Joseph Tixhon, Edouard Daenen, Gilles Hautvast, Gaspard Hautvast, Jacques Hautvast, 
Joseph Hautvast, de Saint-Hadelin. 

Victor Polet, Jean Backer and Fernand Maguel, of Ayeneux. 

Joseph Strauven of Charneux ; Joseph Delhalle, of Robermont. 

Toussaint Hansez, Victor Hansez, Laurent Francois and Jules Saive of Bouny. 

All killed at Riessonsart, on 6th August. 

Albert Schweiz, Betty Schweiz, Wilhelm Hasenkleyer, Blaise Graner, Antoine 
Daelhem, of Saint-Hadelin. 

Hubert Blum and Mathieu Klein, of Fleron. 

All killed in the heights of Olne on 6th August. 

Denis Naval-Rogisler, of Magnee, killed in the heights of Ayeneux on 
6th August, and Mathieu Closset, of St. Hadelin, killed at Bouny on 6th August. 

Pray to God for the repose of their souls. 

Gentle Heart of Mary, be my refuge. 

Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us. 

St. Joseph, patron of Belgium, pray for us. 

St. Hadelin, patron of the Parish, pray for us. 

Sainte Barbe, patroness of kindly death, pray for us. 
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WHOLESALE REPRISALS: THE FIRST MASSACRES. 

" I was anxious, in the evening of the 3rd August, to calm the anxieties of my parishioners. I said 
them : ' You have nothing to fear ; if you do not attack the soldiers they will do nothing to you. Do 
ou suppose that they are going to pillage your houses and burn the village, and assassinate women and 
hildren ? The Prussians are not savages.' 

" The following day, the first act of the soldiers who entered Battice was to break the doors and 
windows, to carry off whatever they pleased, and to kill several persons and torture others. 

" On the afternoon of Wednesday, the 6th August, a superior officer came and said to me : 

" 'Monsieur le cure, where is the burgomaster ? ' 

" I replied : 

" ' The burgomaster is not here.' 

" ' And the population ? ' 

" ' There are several inhabitants here, but most of them have fled in the direction of a neighbouring 
'illage.' 

" ' What are they afraid of ? Go and tell them to come back. You will do them a good service.' 

" And he added the following words : 

" ' Tell them that they have nothing to fear. I am the commander of the troops billeted here, and 
take you under my protection. Make a point of telling the inhabitants that I take them under my 
fuardianship.' 

" I went away full of confidence in his words. But I had not reached the hamlet before the sack of 
Battice began. More than twenty persons were killed or burnt alive. The whole village was set on fire 
vith the exception of the part about the station, which was required by the troops. 

" Such is the story of that day. 

" And do you know how they would justify these murders and this destruction of an entire parish ? 

'• At first they said : ' Someone fired from this house '■ (M. Fraikin's house). Now, I can assert in 
he most solemn manner that there was not anybody in this house or in the surrounding houses. 

" Next they accused the cure, saying : ' He fired on us from the belfry of the church.' And yet the 
oldiers, as well as the inhabitants, saw me leaving the village at the request of the officer ten minutes 
)efore the fusillade. 

" Finally, by way of a third explanation, they said : ' The burgomaster killed our commander after 
hewing him welcome.' Now, the burgomaster had disappeared before the arrival of the enemy, and did 
lot see them again at Battice until several weeks later, when the Germans wanted him in order to make 
lim give up the treasury of the Commune. 

"G. VOISIN, 

" Cure at Battice." 

(Extract from a letter addressed on the 12th March, 1915, to the Dutch newspaper 
De Tyd, of Amsterdam). 

Battice is the first important village met by the German army in their march on Liege. It is on 
he plateau immediately before the town of Herve, which was half destroyed, and of which 44 inhabitants 
irere killed, and the villages of Olne, Soumagne, Micheroux, La Bouxhe, where from the first days a 
lumber of civilians, men, women and children, were shot or burned. 
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WHOLESALE REPRISALS: THE MASSACRES AT AERSCHOT. 

" I have been able to reconstruct the drama of Aerschot, with the aid of the depositions of 
eye-witnesses and of two letters of Mme. Tielemans, the burgomaster's wife, written to the Minister 
of State (Cooreman) and to the Committee of Enquir}^ into the violations of international law, letters 
which were shown me by Chevalier Ernst de Bunswyck. 

'' The Commanding Officer at Aershot was killed, not treacherously in his bedroom, but on the 
balcony of the house of the burgomaster who was giving him hospitaHty. The market place was full 
of soldiers. All of a sudden shots were fired without any apparent reason. Indescribable chaos followed. 
The soldiers fired at random on the surrounding houses. The commander fell and was carried by his 
comrades in arms into a room, where he expired. After his death there was a desire for reprisals. 
The mayor was arrested, with his brother and young son who had been wounded on the preceding 
day by a ricochetting bullet, and who, when the confusion in the market began, had hidden himself 
with his mother in the cellars of the house. The surrounding houses were also searched, and the 
twenty-seven persons were arrested in the cellars haphazard. They wanted also to arrest the senior 
cure of the town, but he had taken to flight. Consequently another priest was seized in his stead. 
As it was impossible to lay hands on the mayor's wife and daughter, who had succeeded in escaping, 
a price was set on their heads. . . . 

'' The thirty persons who had been arrested and who could not be charged with the shadow of a 
crime were conducted to a trench. Their eyes were bound and they were all shot, with the exception 
of a certain Mommens whom it had been decided to pardon but who was compelled to assist in the 
burial of the bodies of his fellow citizens. As soon as the work was finished this individual was told 
to go to Louvain and tell there the story of what he had seen ; it was no doubt desired that his 
narrative should terrorise the city." 

Evidence of Dr. L. H. Grondjis, Dutch subject, formerly professor at the 
Technical Institute at Dordrecht. 



Outside the I^ouvain Gate : 

Victor Page. 

Bruiio Tuerlinckx. 

Jean Henri Smets. 

Louis van den Heuvel. 

Pierre Mathijs. 

Raymond Nijs. 

Francois Schellens. 

Jean Oostens. 

Louis Deroey. 

Auguste Boschmans. 

Cainille van Broeckhoven. 

Henri Nijs. 

Adophe Govaerts. 

Prosper Mertens. 

Francois Brams. 

Omer Nijs. 

Louis Verbraeken. 

Ferdinand Roelants. 

Joseph Tielemans (Burgo- 
master). 

I^uis Tielemans (son). 

Emile Tielemans (brotherl 

8 unknown (unrecognisable). 

Constant Grandjean. 

Roger Vanautenboer. 

Camille Vertrujen. 

Emile Goyaerts. 

Alphonse Toussaint. 

Charles de Jonghe. 

Joseph Goossens (Sichem). 

Henri Cypers. 

Gustave Dubois. 

Jean-Baptiste Vermeiren 
(Rillar). 

Jacques Nijs. 

Isidore Kvariste Tuerlinckx 
(Sichem). 



3 unknown, 

Henri Devroery. 

Louis van Autenboer. 

Victor Cools. 

Paul Feems. 

Victor Wouters. 

2 unknown. 

Fran9ois Verhaegen (RiUaer) 

Camille Nijs. 

Richard Vermaelen. 

Edouard van Aelst (Messel- 

broek ). 
2 unknov/n. 

Leonard Verbist (Rillaer). 
Alphonse van den Bemden. 
Joseph van den Bemden. 
Adrien van den Bemden. 
Fran9ois Matthijs. 
Louis van Winkel 
Robert Carette (Priest). 
Hubert Nijs (Reeginevoort). 
Alphonse Minnen (Messel - 

broek). 
Polidore Goossens (Sichem). 
Jules van der Heyden. 
Adolphe van Autenboer 
Th^ophile Truyts. 
Alphonse Mutsaerts. 
Jules Lavaerts. 
L^on Vancriekinge. 
Charles Luyten. 
2 unknown. 
Hubert Vermunicht. 
Emeri Van der Plas. 
Pierre van Aerschot. 
Walter Tierens. 
Edmond Deleender. 
Francois Grandjean. 



Charles Lamotte. 
Fran9ois Peelaerts. 
Gustave van de Pol. 
Rigobert van den Plas. 
Leonard Bergen. 
Jules Stalmans. 
Jean Fran9ois Matthijs. 
Richard Mertens. 
Henri Grandjean. 
Jules Nijs. 
Silvain Robeyns. 
Joseph Mertens. 
Jule.-^ Gustave Graudjean 
Leonard Grandjean. 
Arthur Rijckmans. 
Joseph Verhaeghen. 
Ferdinand Graudjean. 
Pierre Tonseuts. 

1 unknown. 
Lucien Meijermaus. 
Vital Duhaieu. 
Joseph Windelinckx. 
C^lestine Claes. 
Eugene Serr^. 
Ahda Marian. 

E. An dries. 

Van Mol Marguerite. 
Near the Garden of the 
Hospital : 

2 children : 
Carmen Sickens, 
Marie Vertruyen. 

Servant to the Cur^ Van Roye. 
Louis Deroo. 
Marie Ons. 
Near the Malines Gate ; 
Jean Boxsteyns. 
Alphone van Opstal. 



Wed, Van Eyck. 
Lucas Mertens. 
Fran9ois Mertens. 
Edouard Janssens. 
Fran9ois Vouneckx. 
Julien Desmet. 
2 unknown, 
Francois Debie. 
I unknown. 
Auguste Bergen. 
I unknown. 
5 soldiers. 

Anrodenberg : 
Jean Camerlinckx. 
Jean van de Velde. 
Joseph Claes. 
Jean-Baptiste Delatin. 
K. Jean Coremans. 
Fran9ois Peeters. 
Louis Serneels. 
Victor Bergen . 
Fran9ois Bergen. 
E. Bergen. 

Joseph van der Borght. 
Louis Nijs. 
Jean Daems. 
Jean Ceulemans. 
Guilichnus Janssens. 

Sas: 
Evrard Bruyninckx. 
Frits Bruyninckx. 
Victor Bruyninckx. 
Gustave Michiels. 
Isidore van Gaubergen. 
Fran^ois-Nicholas-Joseph 

Chapeauville. 
Auguste Cuypers. 



156 bodies exhumed at AerBchot on the 16th-17th and 18th December, 1914. 
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The house of the burgomaster on the Square 
at Aerschot. On the balcony the German Com- 
manding OflBcer was struck by a German bullet. 



The grave outside the town into which, on 
the very spot of the massacre, the bodies of the 
burgomaster, his son, his brother, and 93 other 
civilians were thrown pell-mell. 
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Photograph of one of the letters written to the President of ithe Committee of Enquiry by the 
wife of the° Burgomaster of Aerschot. In order to justify the burning and sack of this town of 8,000 
souls and the massacre of 150 persons (of whom the bodies have now been exhumed) including several 
women and little children, during the 19th and 20th August, the German military authorities 
accused the son of the Burgomaster, Tielemans, of having assassinated the commander of the troops 
billeted on the town. (Translation opposite J. 



[translation.] 



Monsieur le President, 

The narrative for which you ask me must have been already received by you. 
I addressed it to Monsieur le Ministre Schallaert, not knowing to whom to 
send it. 

I may add the following, which I can assert to have taken place at the time the 
first shots were fired on the square by the Germans, as I was at the moment at 
the gate of the street. The General happened to be on the balcony of my house 
with his two aides de camps. A stray bullet, or one fired by his own men, hit 
him on the temple. The firing was so continuous that I do not understand how 
those who were with him were able to escape. The front of the house was 
riddled with shots. 

The Germans were infamous enough to accuse my son of having killed their 
officer. We were at that moment in the cellars with my husband, the children, 
the domestics, and even several German soldiers, who were seeking protection from 
the bullets of their own men. I can assure you that we had no arms in our 
possession. My son was of too gentle a character and too good a Christian for any 
thought of murder to enter his head. You may obtain information as to his 
character from his uncle, your friend Paul Kaepsaet of Audenarde. This charge 
against him has caused me no less grief than his death. 

Receive, Monsieur le President, the expression of my most distinguished 
sentiments. 

Mme. J. TIELEMANS. 



Villa Beau Rivage, 

Kessingen. 

24th Sett., 1914. 
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Photograph of four victims of the massacre of Andenne. 
A witness holding' an official position in the town 
recognised on the right of the lower part of the photo- 
graph the body of the sheriff of the commune, a 
married man and father of three children. These victims 
yrere shot in a meadow near the Paviji iron foundries, 



The statistics of the losses at Andenne give the following total : — Three hundred were massacred in 
lenne and Seilles, and about 300 houses were burnt in the two localities. A great number of 
ibitants have fled. Almost every house has been sacked ; indeed the pillage did not end for 
It days. Other places have suffered more than Andenne^ but no other Belgian town was the 
itre of so many scenes of ferocity and cruelty. The numerous inhabitants whom Ave have cross- 
mined are unanimous in asserting that the German troops were not fired upon. They told us 
: no German soldier was killed either at Andenne or in its neighbourhood. They are incapable 
anderstanding the causes of the catastrophe which has ruined their town, and to explain it they 
; various hypotheses. Some think that Andenne was sacrificed merely to establish a reign of 
or, and quote words utrered by officers which seemed to them to show that the destruction of 

place was premeditated. Others think that the destruction of the bridge, the obstruction of a 
^hbouring tunnel, and the resistance of the Belgian troops were the causes of the massacre. All 
test that nothing happened in the place to excuse the conduct of the Germans. 

Extract from the nth Report of the Committee of Inquiry concerning the 
violations of the rules of war, dated i6th January, 1915- 



IS, Jules, Burgomaster, doctor of 

dicine, aged 64, father of a family. 

t-Dumont. I,ambert, factory overseer, 

id 28, father of a family. 

[i-Dumout, Bmile, independent, aged 

father of a tamily. 

cot, Joseph, father, merchant tailor, 

?d 52, father of a family, 

cot, L^on, son, merchant tailor, aged 15. 

azy, Gustav, tenant, aged 50, bachelor. 

Hzy, Jules, confectioner, aged 51, 

ihelor. 

5ois, Jules, engineer, aged 51, father of 

imily. 

lid, Iv^on, trader in tobacco, aged 33, 

her of a family. 

anie, leather dealer, aged 50, father of 

imily. 

. Achille, harness maker, aged 51, 

lier of a family. 

s, Th^ophile, tenant, aged 43, father of 

imily. 

s, L^on, his son, blacksmith, aged 25, 

:helor. 

m, Eugfene, father, manufacturer, aged 

father of a family. 

511, Victor, son, manufacturer, aged 37, 

lier of a family. 

;arsy, Avmand, manufacturer, aged 26, 

rried. 

11. manufacturer, sheriff of the town, 

;d 37, father of a family. 

n, manufacturer, aged 38, bachelor. 

1, Auguste, manufacturer, aged 25, 

helor. 

Tyouis, engineer, aged 33, father of a 
lily. 

maud. Prosper, glazier, aged 33, father 
n family. 

ngs, Auguste, tailor, aged 36, father of 
imily. 

[ebise, Ferdinand, father, independent, 
d 86 (killed while .singing the "Mar- 
laise"). 

ebise, Ernest, son, engineer, aged 37, 
ler of a family. 

lamps, Fran9ois, plumber, aged 20, 
;-ried. 

raife. Joseph, master plasterer, aged 54 
lerof a family (had his head cut oh"; 
head and body were afterwards thrown 
> the burning house). 
, Alexandre, coffee house keeper, aged 
father of a familv. 

,, Arthur, painter, aged 40, father of 
mily. 

ois, Maurice, manufacturer, aged 35, 
ler of a family. 

)ir, chemist, aged 40, father of afamily. 
ite, Camille. father, chemist, aged 40, 
ler of a familv. 



Guilitte, F^lix, brother, factory manager, 

aged 42, bachelor. 
Gulitte, Val^re, son, medical student (forced 

by the Germans to fetch from a cellar the 

bodies of his father and uncle 1. 
Ivccharlier, Fdlicie. aged 50, housekeeper, 

mother of a family. 
IvCcharlier, Maris, sister, aged 49, mother of 

a family. 
Hubeau, Florent, factory hand, aged 47, 

father of a family. 
Mnie. Hubeau, his wife 
Mile. Hubeau, his niece, aged 14, after 

having been oucraged by twenty German 

soldiers. 
Cousin, Jules, factory hand, aged 19, 

bachelor. 
Cousin, Joseph, brother, factory hand, aged 

22, bachelor. 
Bertrand, Th^oduly, master mason, aged 48, 

father of a family. 
Bertrand, Nestor, his son, mason, aged 19, 

bachelor. 
Noel, Jean, trader, aged 25, bachelor. 
Servais, Ren^, baker, aged 26, father of a 

family. 
Hella, Fulgence, father, aged 50, factory 

hand, father of a family. 
Hella, son, employ^, aged 20, bachelor. 
Debrun, Emmanuel, locksmith, aged 35, 

father of a family. 
Minne Z^nobe, glazier, aged 28, married. 
Gillard, Maxiinilien, workman, aged 55, 

bachelor. 
Jacquifere, Emile, father, collier, aged 50, 

father pf a family. 
Jacqui^re, son, aged 18, bachelor. 
Jacquifere, son, aged ig, bachelor. 
Defr&ne, Eva, housekeeper, ased 40, mother 

of a family. 
Warz^e, infant, aged six months. 
Titeux, Charles, factory hand, aged 55. 
Michel, Henri, trader," aged 45, father of a 

family. 
Ancelin, J., coffee house keeper, aged 45, 

married. 
Rabot, father, paper maker, aged 46, father 

of a family. 
Rabot. A., son, aged 16, 
I^andenne, Armand, agent for coal, aged 58, 

father of a family. 
Reuliaux, Albert, student, aged ig, bachelor. 
Crossart, foreman, aged 55, father of a 

family. 
Brissa, Emile, stationer, aged 52, father of a 

family. 
Genneret, Alexandre, father, carman, aged 

60, father of a family. 
Genneret, Jules, son. 
Rambeaux, F61ix, trader, aged 42, father of 

a family. 



Rambeaux, Joseph, brother, trader, aged 48, 

married. 
Wascotte, surveyor, aged, 23, father of a 

family. 
Jacquifere, Jules, hotel keeper, aged 52, 

bachelor. 
Gilles, Florent, joiner, aged 21, bachelor. 
Mathieu, Jules, manufacturer, aged 63, ex- 

sherifJ, father of a familv. 
Corneille, C, factory hand, aged 47, father 

of a family. 
Corneille, L^on. joiner, aged 42, father of a 

family. 
Vivier, Jules barber, aged 31, father of a 

family. 
Laffut, Gustave, trader, aged 34, bachelor. 
H^rode, Emile, brewer, aged 37, father of a 

family. 
Marchal, butcher, aged 35, bachelor. 
Gramtinne, Francois, father, butcher, aged 

45. father of a family, ? 
Gramtinne, son. student, aged 14. 
Fissette, Richard, University student, 

aged 18. 
Philippart, Jules, manufacturer, aged 32, 

married. 
Rasquin, Antoine road maker, aged 50, 

father of a family. 
Lavigne, Maurice, butcher, aged 23. 
Heneffe, chemist, aged 45, father of a family. 
I.,allemand, Adolphe, clerk, aged 43. bachelor 
Magis, Iv^on, shoemaker, aged 52, married. 
Renglet. I.ouis, blacksmith, aged 6c, father 

of a family, 
Gaukemma, boatman, father of fourteen 

children. 
Braibant, Alfred, market gardener, aged 45, 

father of a family. 
Bouhisse Jules, joiner, aged 19 bachelor. 
Beaujean, Alexandre, coachman, aged 70. 
Moreau, Constant, manufacturer, aged 51, 

father of a family. 
Tillieux, Emile, factory hand, aged 50, 

father of a family. 
Daenen, Anselme, manufacturer, aged 31, 

father of a family. 
Braibant. Isidore, merchant-butcher, aged 

26, married. 
Noel, Jean trader, aged 26, bachelor. 
Hubeau, Edmond, slaughterman, aged 54, 

father of a family (killed at a blaughttr- 

house). 
Hubeau. his son. a^ed ig. 
Karel, I,^on, veterinary surgeon, aged 6d, 

father of afamily. 
Damoiseaux, Joseph, factory hand, aged 46, 

father of a family. 
Godfroid, J., trader, aged 50, father of a 

family. 
Dereppe, J., manufacture!-, aged 26, bachelor 
Moreau, Octave, cabhiet maker, aged 38, 

bachelor. 
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Scenes of horror photographed at Andenne. 
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THE MARTYRDOM OF ANDENNE. 

The German troops who were wishing to invade the territory on the left bank of the Meuse arrived at Andenne 
on Wednesday, 19th August, in the morning. Their advance guard of Uhlans found that the bridge was not available. 
A regiment of Belgian Infantry had blown it up at 8 o'clock on the same morning. The Uhlans retired after having 
seized the Communal cash box at Andenne and brutally maltreated the burgomaster, Dr. Camus, an old man of more 
than 70 years of age. The burgomaster had several days before taken the most minute precautions to prevent the population 
from engaging in hostilities. He had posted up everywhere placards ordering non-resistance. All firearms had 
been collected in the Hotel de Ville, and the local authorities had personally visited certain of the inhabitants to 
explain their duty to them. 

The main body of the German troops arrived at Andenne in the afternoon. The regiment halted in the town and 
outside it, waiting for the completion of a pontoon bridge, which was not finished till the following morning. The 
first contact between the troops and the people was quite pacific. The Germans ordered requisitions, which were 
satisfied. The soldiers at first paid for their purchases and for the drink which they served to them in the cafes. 
Towards the evening the situation began to grow more strained. Whether it was that discipline was getting relaxed, or 
that alcohol commenced to produce its effect, the soldiers ceased paying for what they were taking. The inhabitants were 
too scared to resist. No friction took place and the night was calm. m 

On Thursday, the 20th August, the bridge was finished and the troops defiled through the town in great numbers 
in the direction of the left bank. The inhabitants watched them passhig from their houses. Suddenly, at 6 o'clock in 
the evenmg, a single rifle shot was heard in the street, followed immediately by a startling explosion. The troops 
halted, their ranks fell into disorder, and nervous men fired haphazard. Presently a machine gun was set up af a 
corner and commenced to fire against the houses, and later a cannon dropped three shells into the town at three 
different points. 

At the first rifle shot the inhabitants of the streets through which the troops were defiling, guessing what might happen, 
took refuge in their cellars or, climbing out over the walls of their gardens, sought refuge in the open country or in 
distant cellars. A certain number of people who would not or could not make their escape were killed in their houses 
by shots fired from the street, or in some cases by soldiers who burst into their dwellings. 

Immediately afterwards commenced the pillage of the houses in the principal streets of the town. Every window 
shutter and door was broken in. Furniture was smashed and thrown out. The soldiers ran down into the cellars, 
got drunk there, breaking the bottles of wine that they could not carry away. Finally, a certain number of houses 
were set on fire. During the night rifle shooting broke out several times. The terrified population lay low in their 
cellars. 

Next day, Friday, the 2[st August, at 4 o'clock in the morning, the soldiers spread themselves through the town, 
driving all the population into the streets and forcing men, women and children to march before them with their 
hands in the air. Those who did not obey with sufficient promptitude, or did not understand the order given them in 
German, were promptly knocked down. Those who tried to run away were shot. It was at this moment that 
Dr. Camus, against whom the Germans seem to have some special spite, was wounded by. a rifle shot, and then 
finished off by a blow from an axe. His body was dragged along by the feet for some distance. A watchmaker, a 
Fleming by birth, who had lived for some time in the town, was coming out of his house on the order of the soldiers, 
supporting on his arm his father-in-law, an old man of 80. Naturally, therefore, he could not hold up both his hands. 
A soldier stepped up to him and struck him with an axe on the neck. He fell mortally wounded before his own door. 
His wife tried to bring him assistance, was pushed back into the house, and had to assist helplessly at the last agony 
of her husband. A soldier threatened to shoot her with his revolver if she crossed the door-sill. 

Meanwhile the whole population was being driven towards the Place des Tilleuls. Old men, the sick and the 
paralysed were all brought there. Some were drawn on wheel-chairs, others pushed on hand carts, others, again, 
borne up by their relations. The men were separated from the women and children, then all were searched, but no 
arms were found on them. One man had in his pocket some empty cartridge cases, both German and Belgian. He 
was immediately apprehended and set aside. So was a cobbler who had a wounded hand ; the wound was a month 
old. An engineer was also put apart because he had in his pocket a spanner which was considered as a weapon. 
Another man seems to have been arrested because his face showed his contempt and rage at what was going on. 
These people were shot in the presence of the crowd and all died bravely. 

Subsequently the soldiers, on the order of their officers, picked out of the mass some 40 or 50 men who were led 
off and all shot, some along the bank of the Meuse, and others in front of the Police Station. 

The rest of the men were kept for a long time in the Place. Among them lay two persons, one of whom had 
received a ball in the chest, and the other a bayonet wound. They lay face to the ground with blood from their 
wounds trickling into the dust, occasionally calling for water. The officers forbade their neighbours to give them any 
help. One soldier was reproved for having wished to give one of them his water bottle. Both died in the course of 

the day. 

While this scene was going on in the Place des Tilleuls, other soldiers spread themselves through the town, 
continuing their work of sack, pillage and arson. Eight men belonging to the same household were led out into a 
meadow some 50 yards from their dwelling, some of them were shot, the rest cut down with blows of an axe One 
tall, red-haired soldier with a scar on his face distinguished himself by the ferocity with which he used an axe. A 
young boy and a woman were shot. 

About 10 in the morning the officers told the women to withdraw, giving them the order to gather together the 
dead bodies and to wash away the stains of blood which defiled the street and the houses. About midday the 
surviving men to the number of 800 were shut up as hostages in three little houses near the bridge, but they were 
not allowed to go out of them on any pretext, and were so crammed together that they could not even sit down on 
the floor. Soon these crowded buildings reached a highly insanitary condition. The women later in the day were 
allowed "to bring food to their husbands. Many of them, fearing outrage, had fled from the Place. These hostages 
were not finally released till the Tuesday following. 

Text of the nth Report of the Committee of Inquiry. 



VILLE DE DiNANT 



n est rappele aux jnte- 
resses detenteurs des listes 
d'exhutnes (Serie A) que 
celles-ci doivent rentrer 
SANS AUCUN DELAI a 
FHotel de Ville. 

Des mesures rigoureu- 
ses pourraient etr^ prises 
contre ceux qui n'obtemr 
pereraient pas a cet ordre 
formei de TAUTORITE 
ALLEMANDE. 

A Dinant'tc 20 Octobre 1914. 

Le Bourgmestre ff., Fr. BRIBOSIA 

linprimerle hdminiabnttrt B JANUS. DiD&nt 

[translation.] 
TOWN OF DINANT. 



Persons holding lists of bodies exhumed (Series A) are 
reminded that these lists must be returned without delay to 
the Hotel de Ville. 

Severe measures may be taken against any person not 
complying with this official order of the German authorities. 

Dinant, 20th October, 1014. 

The Burgomaster, Fr. BRIBOSIA. 



WHOLESALE REPRISALS: MASSACRES AT DINANT. 



26 OLD MEN BETWEEN 65 AND 75 YEARS OF AGE. 

^ Edmond Manteaux, aged 71 ; Gustave Nicaise, 77 ; Leon Nicaise, 75 ; Felix Simonet, 73 ; 
Julien Disy, 68 ; Jules Jacquet, 65 ; Pierard Soume, 67 ; Alexandre Georges, 67 ; Emile Arres, 
67 ; Auguste Mathieu, 67 ; Francois Fastrez, 68 ; Jules Seghin, 68 ; Celestin Bon, 65 ; Charles 
Rouffiange, 68 ; Felicien Genot, 05 ; Henri Georges, 68 .; Charles Bietlot, 76 ; CoUard, 70 ; Victor 
Demacle, 6g ; Leopold Gorize, 66 ; Eugene Lehaye, 67 ; Alfred Gilain, 64 ; Emile Coupienne, 
64 ; Jules Monard, 70 ; Couillard, 70 ; Bouchat, 70. 



76 WOMEN.- 

Mesdames Stevaux, aged 75 ; Marsigny, 23 ; Thonno Jadot, 80 ; Chabotlier, 80 ; Delaete, 
Morelle, Anciaux, the widow Joris, Rasneu, Adrienne Piette, 74 ; the widow Jacquet, Leopoldine 
Monin, PauHne Fonder, aged 18 ; Josephine Lion, Eloise Boby, aged 23 ; Adele Bovy, aged 28 ; 
the wife of Bovy, nee Marie Defayse, Marie Schram ; the wife of Jules Materne ; the widow Heiienne, 
Marie Pinsmaille ; her daughter Pinsmaille ; Marie Minet ; Nelly Rodrique ; Odille Fastres, Jeanne 
Bourdon (of Neffe) ; Felicie Pirlot ; Emma Raes, the wife of Bourdon ; Henriette Poncelet, the wife 
of Betemps ; Marie Martin ; Clothilde Bourguignon ; the wife of Kinique ; Marthe Neaujot ; 
Marie Paquet ; Marie Diskeuve ; the wife of Paulet ; Louise Paulet : the widow Javaux ; Henriette 
Martin ; Louise Kinique, aged t8 ; the wife of Collard, aged 83 ; Eugenie Paulet, the wife of Struvay ; 
Gilda Genon ; Nelly Paulet ; Gilda Marchot ; Renee Dufrenne ; the wife of Bultot ; Victorine 
DeHmoy ; the wife of Toussaint ; Leonie Bultot ; the wife of Joseph Guery ; Jeanne Lempereur ; Marie 
Guery ; the widow Even, aged 75 ; Georgette and Anna Charlier ; Charlotte Laloux ; the wife of 
Florin ; CeHne Toussaint ; Therese Dulieu ; the wife of Meura ; her three daughters Meura ; 
Marguerite Gustin ; the girl Cajot ; the wife of Dauphin ; Henriette Roulin ; Germaine Rouhn ; 
Juliette Herman. 



37 YOUNG BOYS AND LITTLE CHILDREN. 

Joseph Firmin, aged 16 ; Jules Vinstock, 15 ; Leon Colle, 16 ; Georges Colhgnon, 16 ; Vital Soree, 15 ; 
Maurice Broucoux, 16 ; Eugene Deloge, 15 ; Edmond Thibaut, 15 ; Alphonse Monin, 15 ; Louis 
Chabottier, 15; Marcel Hennuy, 15;; Rene Mouton, 15 ; Georges Delaey, 14; Emile Nepper, 15; 
Constant Migeotte, 15 ; Georges Zwolden, 14 ; Eugene Goffin, 15 ; Jules Gaudinne, 16 ; Marcel 
Fonder, 15 ; Benjamen I,ouys, 15; Louis Ferret, 16; Marcel Bovy, S; Rene Dupont, 10; Claire 
Struyvay, 2\ ; Felix Balleaux, 20 months ; Fehx Fivet, 3 weeks ; Joseph Dupont, 8 years ; Jean 
Rodrique, 6 months ; X. Betemps, z\ years ; Edmond Bourguignon, \\ years ; Edmond Gustin, 3 years ; 
Norbert Bultot, 2\ years; Micha (of Drehance), i year; the son of Edmond Boudon, 16 years, his 
daughter, 13 years, Kinique, 11 years. 

Extracts from one of the lists of persons whose bodies were exhumed at Dinant, 
This list contains 612 names. The total number of victims is more than 800. 
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The dead city of Dinant ; the scene of the worst massacre of all those of which the 
German Army was guilty in Belgium. 
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THE MARTYRDOM OF DINANT. 



" On Friday, the 21st, about 9 o'clock in the evening, German troops coming down the road from 
Ciney entered the town by the Rue St. Jacques. On entering they began firing into the windows of 
the houses, and killed a workman who was returning to his own house, wounded another inhabitant, 
and forced him to cry ' Long live the Kaiser.' They bayoneted a third person in the stomach. They 
entered the cafes, seized the liquor, got drunk, and retired after having set fire to several houses and 
broken the doors and windows of others. The population was terrorised and stupefied, and shut itself 
up in its dwellings. 

Saturday, 22nd August, was a day of relative calm. All life, however, was at an end in the streets. 
Part of the inhabitants, guided by the instincts of self-preservation, fled into the neighbouring 
countryside. The rest, more attached to their homes, and rendered confident by the conviction that 
nothing had happened which could be interpreted as an act of hostility on their part, remained hidden 
in their houses. 

" On Sunday morning next, the 23rd, at 6.30 in the morning, soldiers of the io8th Regiment of 
Infantry invaded the Church of the Premonastrensian Fathers, drove out the congregation, separated 
the women from the men, and shot 50 of the latter. Between 7 and 9 the same morning the soldiers 
gave themselves up to pillage and arson, going from house to house and driving the inhabitants into 
the street. Those who tried to escape were shot. About 9 in the morning the soldiery, driving before 
them by blows from the butt ends of rifles men, women, and children, pushed them all into the Parade 
Square, where they were kept prisoners till 6 o'clock in the evening. The guard took pleasure in 
•repeating to them that they would soon be shot. About 6 o'clock a captain separated the men from 
the women and children. The women were placed in front of a row of infantry soldiers, the men 
were ranged along a wall. The front rank of them were then told to kneel, the others remaining 
standing behind them. A platoon of soldiers drew up in face of these unhappy men. It was in vain 
that the women cried out for mercy for their husbands, sons, and brothers. The officer ordered his 
men to fire. There had been no enquiry nor any pretence of a trial. About 20 of the inhabitants 
were only wounded, but fell among the dead. The soldiers, to make sure, fired a new volley into the 
heap of them. Several citizens escaped this double discharge. They shammed dead for more than 
two hours, remaining motionless among the corpses, and when night fell succeeded in saving themselves 
in the hills. Eighty-four corpses were left on the Square, and buried in a neighbouring garden. 

" The day of 23rd August was made bloody by several more massacies. Soldiers discovered some 
inhabitants of the Faubourg St. Pierre in the cellars of a brewery there and shot them. 

" Since the previous evenjng a crowd of workmen belonging to the factory of M. Himmer had 
hidden themselves, along with their wives and children, in the cellars of the building. They had been 
joined there by many neighbours and several members of the family of their employer. About 6 o'clock 
in the evening these unhappy people made up their minds to come out of their refuge, and defiled 
trembling from the cellars with a white flag in front. They were immediately seized and violently 
attacked by the soldiers. Every man was shot on the spot. Almost all the men of the Faubourg de 
Leffe were executed en masse. In another part of the town 12 civilians were killed in a cellar. In the 
Rue en He a paralytic was shot in his armchair. In the Rue Enter the soldiers killed a young boy of 14. 

" In the Faubourg de Neffe the viaduct of the railway was the scene of a bloody massacre. An 
old woman and all her children were killed in their cellar. A man of 65 years, his wife, his son and 
his daughter were shot against a wall. Other inhabitants of Neife were taken in a barge as far as the 
rock of Bayard and shot there, among them a woman of 83 and her husband. 

I 

" A certain number of men and women had been locked up in the Court of the Prison. At six in 
the evening a German machine gun, placed on the hill above, opened fire on them, and an old woman 
and three other persons were brought down." 

Text of the nth Report of the Committee of Inquiry. 



( 74 ) 



cu;c 

eiorieux XDartyrs be famines 



1 



~.--^- 



Jombes ?).ans La Jottnee 5u 20 "flout J914 



Aleiii AlexU 

« Albert Victor 
BrufAre liiDile 
Ueriaira Bdnwnd 
Ikwrtloaepii 

vBUIjJnln ^, 

Biaet L4oiurd 
Bsrouv MauriM 
Eturnui Pnrdiciinil 
Birtilcr Vlebw 
Banolt iul« 
Bodart LtoD 
Brnvena Auguato 

/' KouUtou JiilM -^ 

* Bodart Alfml 

/ BaudiT LardlnoU 
Bllstln Adoipbo 
BooaniB Jean 
Bodirt Liten 
Bouc Ji^gaa 
BIslanda Epbrara 

# Bodan ZAphlrlD 
Bodart Achilla 
Bodnri Emilo 
Bamtn Fernand 
Bleaa Emnt 
Bncturd Anbcr 
Cberal Vidor 

Uaiindrc ■ 



imor-iMaore . 

iboiO^laiindrc -J-^ 
SivEnir WSGon'ao" f~ 



\^' 



Culot Jean-«aiplale I 
C..ID HetneNr 
CoUlD Emlle 
CMaeni F«lli 
OfTaKer Anltiinp 
Close Aloundre 
. OH'Ctie Giutove 
Cobul Aline 
Clacs Jran 

Oapeau Jean Batpicta 
Debauche Jule* 
DeleheMlrie JuIm 
Dalvlgne Joachim 
Delvl^ne Jwn 
Ihichcmin Uclchlor 
Deiture Emilo flli 
Delfewc-nicbt J 

D^'dm'i'i'. 
Debrv Joaepb 
Dogut Consuni 
Docq AbM 
Demoulln Hubert 
Delalrte Catlavc 
Decode Cc»rgo» 

Dsffloulin Jean-BstplEle 

Deblocq Arthur 

Dcvlllfi G«ofC«» 

Dury Prosper 

Dcnilffo <m:utb 

DembreiDonl Oli'JO'' 

Dcvillei Gualave 

Douehol Joaepb 



Foos AuguRie 
Piuville Arlliur 
Poiidu JuIm 
Poulon Juin 
Frtddrk cAarlM 
Paoael Fcmand 
Falque Engine flu 
Pleret Joseph — > — 
Fi4vel Paul -Joseph 
Porthomme JsRn-Juie[il 
PoDtalDa Camille 

Onlllaiiiiia I MH'i 
Gllbtrt antoine 
Gotna loMph ^ 
GeneTola Fran col a 
Grodont Jean-Bapuiie 
GIlBon CiiuilJo 
GItwn-Huel. His 
Cllion-Uurdirli 
GoOln Loul4 
Gaziaux Kmilc 
Gitson Joscpli 
Gruponl Maduine 
Grohli CMirge* 
Gollitre Joseph 
Gilbert Roger 
Ooascl Adolphe 
GioiUe Foriunt 
Gispatd J 



Duponi 



DelTlRiie SlOJMtr 

Demouttn Delrous 
4Miii*r Jules 
Decoeq Cbarlea 
Bclpeucb HaitiD 
DumoDt Laurent 
DeTlllei Hubert 
DcvlIKi Bubert P 
Bocq OUsiavc 
Dcnonlln lulea 
Demaret Omer 
Defaui Loui' !*■* 
Doinux LAopoli 
Doleauvsnlero Jul;* 
lladame Descbampa 
Defays Uapoid 
Dtmoulin Gual«vo 
DenU Jo«pl' 
Tiurlvler Lton 

I(»r3rd Erneii 



.psM ^.rhille 
tuHellr ^dnm 



Plune Alidnre 
Crtipire Jeair 
Qlllea Joseph 
Oonltiux Lou II 

HaescI Pierre 
Hicniaui NeMof 
Henin Mphlrin ^ 
BujLriictit Jean . 
Buvbrechl Alphonao 
HuVbreclii Francois 
Hanin Jean-Baptlsle 
Hcnrt Florem 
Hlltelel Alexandre 
HtwlMwh l caiiii > 

(leanani Juslm 

Hamblln 

Uolioiet lurt *IU>ui 

Hoci FfllWier 



HdolD Mpbir^-- - 
Hocq eupine 
Hubeaa Meiimillcn . 

Sen Dion Augiiale 
antolU: Guilovo 
lUlleu Alphonse 
llubeau Jules 

QUUMe Joaepii T 
jklalanc Bmile \ 
bUaae Fdllclen \ 

■*- — — . -:?!-: jr: 



Jamiuitn lean Hapiioio 
Jaunaln Auguaie 
Jauinaln f Innnl 



umbert .'IcrDr 
Lencui P«^Bii(J 
U&ip AiMllle 

Lirnnl OfciFRei 
Lmsrd Lipn 
Letfom tAclrn 
Legrand -ouli 
Lees 1 1 la hdouarn 
LambolleTanljnaiMl - 
Ledoux J<*epb 
L«uiio; Lwn 
Leclercqjabrielle 
Laporie QeudonDa 
Udrlllr llcuixli'4 
U'Krre a*lr« 
Lrdoux Lpuls , 

Lebline Aiea 
Lorlnui E oilel 
Lrmal Jupin 

Uaon *' 

Ledoux 




Uoreau <>cuie 
Uouvsrt Aufruaie 
Uelcblor Aololne 

Nallniw CamlUe 
Nantrbe Oscar 
NofI ioaei'b 
NallDM Uenti 
Namtcbe bmlls 
NotI Quenionler 
Notte Alexandre 
^■l■Aths Pierre 

pHnWMbera comdlift 
riiie F'llclcn 
PMtrtarehc Jocepa 
Pauls Noel 
Plette Jean bsptuM-X' 
Ponein Joaepb 
Pletquln Jules 
Pstrfa Joaepb 
Plmwi Ain<e<l 
Pblllppart Hubert 
jfQcbct Eufrtne 
TbiUppart Cbartos 
Plelie S)lialn 
P pin Paul 

I reail|0[Daui LodpoU 
Pclamaeckera jPlerre 
Pklie Joseph! 



Uollei 

Moreiu Rstre 
H«frae Inile 

MOUVSrt V-OTGU 

MHloileai(L4on 
Mouion Ibert 
UouthuT Eucubellc 
•Uosaart Iscph _ 

UOUBSlQUl ptCTWiT 

l^olchlor touls 
Uollet Uf<^<e 
HelEblorintne fa 
Mllquei fTjen 
MauwrliJiBrcet 
Manart fencols 
Mnterne kitre Ob 
MousiJaif^Jules 
Mnloilesibnlolr'c 
Mclebtory - 
Horinve J' 
Mollct Jc 
Uouaslnu 
Marin C" 



Jeauloi Aljhisndre *^' 
jBvaux Jules 
Jaumain-Pictie Oil 
JouriB (jsloilr 
Jsumam l^inila 
Jacquei Joseph 



._ Hyppolite r 

jrt-LlHn A 

Hobcrt Arvtnc 
Robert \ivier 
'lob^ile Fortund 
_.obert Emile 
BosBrt JcMpb 
Robert Usrcei 
[ieichcl Fnntoii 
Houselle Hubert 
naeba»l Norbert 
Remau Lueien 
Robert A I bin I 
Roudle Narcisac 
Koquoi Hecior 
Rensrd Brollc. — 



gtelnler FranfolB 
Scboekera Joseph 
ScvrJn Denis 
SevrlD Jean-Bat jeone 
Steenvldi Joseph 
Sa^rln Joaepb 
Eevrin AumisUn 
SereiiB Victor 
SefiblnCiJinllie 
Sioinlnr Fioreni j^^~ 
Steeuhcke Oimllle 
Slasw- Del fosse Al 

Stelnler Henri ) -o -n 
Ssvrin Acliille . 
SUssG Julea 
SUmari Louis 
Schlet ntsird 
Segliin tfadune 
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Tbiboui Boiile 
Thibaul Joseph 
Tbibaut Jean 
Thibaul Arthur 
Tblbaui LtopolO 
Tbibaut Umeat 
Tblbaui Loiila 
Toumeur Henri 
TblfJ', Veuvr 
Thomat LAopoid 
TUqulD Olllsln 
Tblrion EmIle 



VeradMtTcn a -L 
Veraeten Henrv 
Van dDslervjieue i 
Vigneron Jesn-lispiisU 
Van den Roosl Edouard 
VanheckeJUci.pira 
Vanbecke Jules, flia 
VanUceke Paul 
Vifmeron D«Blr« 
Vignertui Lou I* 
Vandeloise J 
Verbni([ge Praocols 
WoutonPrancoIa 
v'Btrt<}ue DcUvien 
Wsirlquc Franpjls j^ 

- BleuAi — ' 
Chsrtlci A I pb on SB 
Desossei'ie* 
Collin Arthur 
Tblbaui- Modave C 
Vandeiavreo Phildmon 
Meukland Fnins 
L'AbbA Do u net 
Holki Meldjloi 
Collet lilberl 
Lardinol) Louis 
DcKbainpi George* 
Deiannet Emlie 

Guilbiuine riiarlcs ^ 

Labarre-Knipsi ' 

Jorii Jepn-Bspiiiie 
Ekroisc LbuJR 
Warmer Jean-Bapileu 
Hichaui Fernand 
Slelnier Aie)(andre 
Mollel Ploreni 
Kalrr« Ldon 
Helling Jean 
Mouuiaui Julea 
Dricol 

Vandeloise H pere 
Vandeloise H HIb 
Deioin Ltan 
UucolTre J 
Lersl F.mlla 
Lardinol* Cinile 
LsmboLte CamHIe 
Teanloui Nenjui 
JjHiuiai n Wr| 
finitifn Ja«e|4. 
Modave Fro 11(019 
Biot Krneit 
Malonna ArsCne 
Yautrlili Alplionu 
Hucberchi Alms 
Flore ni Fe.uillen 
KaVmond RapbaH 
Sclieien Henri 
Vienrron Victor 
Cille l«iiis 
Dmsflls Kinert 
Mollel <i3C.li 
tlujshrrrlil i nmn 
W.lBralTe \ilrii-n 
Larjinois Juloa 
l>elrBu\ Mirlicl 
Goret Henri 

Cornil Finile 
[>e Fossa Frrnsnd 
lie llooTor Pernand 
Cillard III. 
Mollct Kmiie 



HOMAGE V 

TO THE 

GLORIOUS MARTYRS OF TAMINES, 
Who fell on the day of the' 20th August, 19 14. 



List of 336 names of persons killed, including two priests and nine women, and of the names 
of 59 persons wounded. The list was published at Charleroi "By special permission." 
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WHOLESALE REPRISALS : MASSACRES AT TAMINES. 

"About 5 o'clock on 21st August, the Germans carried the bridge of Tamines, crossed the River 
Sambre, and began delihng in mass through the streets of the village. About 8 o'clock the movement 
of troops stopped, and the soldiers penetrated into the houses, drove out the inhabitants, set themselves 
to sack the place, and then burnt it. The unfortunate peasants who stopped in the village were shot ; 
the rest Hed from their houses. The greater part of them were arrested either on the night of the 
2ist August or on the following morning. Pillage and burning continued all next dav (22nd). 

"On the evening of the 22nd {Salunliiy) a group of between 400 and 450 men was collected in 
front of the Church, not far from the bank of the Sambre. A German ddcnhiuciti opcued fire on 
Ihciii, but as the shooting was a slow business the officers ordered up a machine gun, which soon 
swept olf all the unhappy peasants still left standing. 



" Many of them 
wei"e onlv wounded 
and, hoping to save 
their lives, got with 
difficulty on their feet 
again. Thcv luerc iiii- 
incdiaicly shot down. 
Manv wounded still 
lay among the 
corpses. Groans of 
pain and cries for 
help were heard in 
the bleeding heap. 
On several occasions 
soldiers walked up to 
such unhappy indi- 
viduals and slopped 
their groans ivilh a 
bavonet Ihrusl. At 
night some who still 
survived succeeded 
in era wli ng away. 
Others put an end to 
their own pain by 
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Photograph taken at Tamines showing the 

bodies of persons who had been shot 

on the ruins of a burnt house. 



rolling themselves 
into the neighbouring 
river. 

" All these facts 
have been established 
by depositions made 
by wounded men 
who succeeded in 
escaping. About 100 
bodies were found 
in the river 

" . . . The 
Germans burnt, after 
sacking them, 264 
houses in Tamines. 
Many persons, in- 
cluding women and 
children, were burnt 
or stiiled in their 
own homes. Many 
others were shot in 
the fields. The lolat 
number of victims 
ivds over 6^0. 



" The Commission of Enquiry devoted special attention to ascertaining whether the inhabitants 
of the village had fired on the German troops. Every surviving zvitness nnaniiiionslv declared Ihc 
conlrarv. They explained the massacre of their fellow-villagers by the fact that the Germans 
attributed to the inhabitants the shots which had been fired by the French skirmishers, (jr perhaps to 
the anger produced among tile Germans by the success of an attack which had been made on them 
that night by the French troops." 

Report of the Committee of Inquiry concerning the violation of the rules of 
war, dated 16th January, 1915. 



Tamines is an industrial borough situated on the Sambre, between Charleroi and Nainur. It had 
a population of 5,700 persons. The 'JJlh German Regiment of Infantry, from Celle, met there on the 
Kith and joth August the French troops which arrested its progress during two days on the Sambre. 
It was after the withdrawal of the French on the 20th, 2tst and 22nd August that the massacres and 
pillage took place. 
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I. — The Square of St. Martin at 
Tamines Cits present conaition), 
where about 450 men were shot 
or bayoneted during the evening 
and night of Saturday, the 22nd 
August, 1914. (The white marks 
represent chloride of lime, which 
was spread over the place where 
bodies lay.) 



II. — Another corner of the 
Square. The small gate marked 
with a cross is the entrance to 
the garden where the victims 
were carried and buried by the 
survivors, by order of the German 
soldiers, on Sunday morning. The 
houses were pillaged and burnt 
from the 21st August, and several 
of their occupiers were burnt 
alive or shot in front of their 
doors. 





III. — The Church of St. Martin 
and the old cemetery. TheSambre 
flows beside the Square. Several 
victims, wounded or simulating 
death, succeeded in escaping dur- 
ing the night by climbing across 
the bodies and swimming the 
river. Several were drowned. 
(The + indicates the cemetery 
where the bodies of the victims 
repose to-day.) 
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THE MARTYRDOM OF T AMINES. 

" On reaching the Square the first thing that we saw was a mass of bodies of civihans extending 
over at least 40 yards in length by 6 yards in depth. They had evidently been drawn up in line 
to be shot. We were placed before these corpses, and were convinced that we too were to be shot. 

" An officer then came forward and asked for volunteers to dig trenches to bury these corpses. 
T and my brother-in-law and certain others offered ourselves. We were conducted to a neighbouring 
field at the side of the Square, where they made us dig a trench 15 yards long by 10 broad and 2 deep. 
Each received- a spade. While we were digging the trenches soldiers with fixed bayonets gave us 
our orders. As I was much fatigued, thrr)ugh not being accustomed to digging, and faint from 
hunger, a soldier brought me a lighter spade, and afterwards filled a bucket of water for us to 
drink. I asked him if he knew what they were going to do with us. He said that he did not. By 
the time that the trenches were finished it was about noon. They then gave us some planks, on which 
we placed the corpses and so carried them to the trench. I recognised many of the persons whose 
bodies we were burying. Actually fathers buried the bodies of their sons and sons the bodies of their 
fathers. The women of the village had been marched out into the Square, and saw us at our work. 
All round were the burnt houses. 

" There were in the Square both soldiers and officers. They were drinking champagne. The 
more the afternoon drew on the more they drank, and the more we were disposed to think that we 
were probably to be shot too. We buried from 350 to 400 bodies. A list of the names of the victims 
has been drawn up and will have been given to you (the Commissioners). 

" While some of us were carrying the corpses along I saw a case where they had stopped and 
called to a German doctor. They had noticed that the man whom they were conveying was still alive. 
The doctor examined the wounded man and made a sign that he was to be buried with the rest. The 
plank on which he was lying v/as borne on again, and I saw the wounded man raise his arm elbow- 
high. They called to the doctor again, but he made a gesture that he was to go into the trench with 
the others. 

" I saw M. X carrying off the body of his own son-in-law. He was able to take away his 

watch, but was not allowed to remove some papers which were on him. 

" When a soldier, seized with an impulse of pity, came near us, an officer immediately scolded 
him away. When all the bodies had been interred, certain wounded were brought to the Church. 
Officers consulted about them for some time. Four mounted officers came into the Square, and, after 
a long conversation, we with our wives and children were made to fall into marching order. We were 
taken through Tamines, amid the debris which obstructed the streets, and led to Vilaines between two 
ranks of soldiers. Think of our moral sufferings during this march ! We all thought that we were 
going to be shot in the presence of our wives and children. I saw German soldiers who could not 
refrain from bursting into tears, on seeing the despair of the women. One of our party was seized with 
an apoplectic fit from mere terror, and I saw many who fainted." 

Deposition of a witness before the Committee of Inquiry. 
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The Station square at Louvain. A group of German officers and soldiers on the very spot where 
numbers of civilians were massacred on the 26th August. At the foot of the statue of the Belgian 
diplomat Sylvain van de Weyer (who signed the Treaties of 1839) may be seen the heap of earth under 
which the victims were buried. 



" The depositions which relate to Louvain are numerous, and are believed by the Committee to 
present a true and fairly complete picture of the events of the 25th and 26th August and subsequent 
days. We find no grounds for thinking that the inhabitants fired upon the German arm}- on the 
evening of the 25th August. Eye-witnesses, worthy of credence, detail exactly when, where, and how 
the firing commenced. Such firing tvas hv Germans on Germans. No impartial tribunal could, in our 
opinion, come to any other conclusion. . . . 

" We are driven to the conclusion that the harrying of the villages in the district, the burning of a 
large j-art of Louvain, the massacres there, the marching out of the prisoners, ancl the transport to 
Cologne (all done without enquiry as to whether the particular persons seized or killed had committed 
any wrongful act), were due to a calculated policy carried out scientiiically and deliberately, not 
merely with the sanction, but under the direction of higher military authorities, and were not due to 
any provocation or resistance by the civilian population." 



Extract from the Report of the English Committee of Inquiry. 
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WHOLESALE REPRISALS: MASSACRES AT LOUVAIN. 

"On 14th January, 1915, the Reverend Father Valerius Claes, a Capuchin monk, who has already 
exhumed, in various parts of the town of Louvain, 96 bodies, opened the trench dug at the foot of the 
monument of Van de Weyer in the Station Square at Louvain. 

" There were present : MM. Alfred Nerincx, professor at the University, performing the duty of 
Burgomaster ; Dr. Louis Maldagne, professor at the University ; Dr. Dieudonne, Medical Officer ; the 
Examining Magistrate, Simons. The German Colonel Lubbeit, Militai^y Commander of the town, and 
his aide de camp, subsequently joined the other members. All the streets adjoining the Square were 
guarded by the police. 

" Dr. Maldagne, recently returned from Germany, where he had been carried as a prisoner with 
several of his colleagues of the University, was a witness of the massacre of civilians in front of the 
station on the evening of the 26th August. The victims he saw were chosen indiscriminately anfi 
made to lie flat on the pavement. They were killed by a gun shot in the neck, the back or the head. 

"The bodies which' were exhumed bore traces of bayonet wounds. Several in a state of advanced 
decomposition were unrecognisable. Madame Van Ertyck recognised her husband, aged 60, and her 
son, aged 27. The body olt a boy of 15 was exhumed, together with those of Charles Munkemer, 
Edgard Bicquet, of Pensioner Major Bicquet, of A. van Gaer, O. Candreis and two women Mmes. A. 
Bruyninckx and Perilleux. 

" Under these bodies, in a second grave, seven others were discovered. On the following day the 
body of Henri Decorte was removed from a quite small grave, and the body, doubled up, of the 
Reverend M. Van Bladel, cure of Herent, near Louvain." 

After an eye-witness, correspondent of the Dutch Newspaper De Tyd. 

" Everywhere he was known for his devotion, and all his colleagues looked upon him as a saintly 
priest. He gave proof, during 33 years, of his love for you, and his anxiety for your spiritual and moral 
interest. It was for love of you that he went, in company with his beloved vicar, to meet the foreign 
soldiers, that he bowed respectfully and even bent the knee, so far as he could bring himself to do so, 
before them, praying and imploring them, not for himself, but in the hope that the army would spare 
his beloved parish and preserve your houses from incendiarism and destruction, and your persons from 
assassination. His presbytery and his garden offered you a refuge whilst he himself was seized and 
thrown on to a cart and carried to Louvain, and thence to Rotselaer, and from Rotselaer to Wesemael, 
and then again by Putkapel and Wilsele to Louvain, where he passed the whole of the night on his 
feet and in suffering, until that terrible moment when, after a calvary of three days, crying out in a loud 
voice, ' Injustice, injustice,' he was carried away by four soldiers to the scene of his martyrdom." 

Words spoken by His Eminence Cardinal Mercier at the public funeral of the 
Abbe Van Bladel, cure of Herent, held at Herent on 22nd March, 1915. 

" It is proved : 

" That there were in many parts of Belgium deliberate and systematically organised massacres of 
the civil population, accompanied by many isolated murders and other outrages. 

" That in the conduct of the war generally innocent civilians, both men and women, were murdered 
in large numbers, women violated, and children murdei-ed." 



Conclusions of the Report of the English Committee, 
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I. — House in Station 
Street at Louvain, on 
which a German mittrail- 
leuse opened fire. 




II — The Court-room of 
the Tribune at Louvain, 
devastated and burnt 




HI. — A school, the door 
of which was broken with 
a hatchet, and which was 
burned from top to bottom. 



Uli 
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THE MARTYRDOM OF LOUVAIN 

(according to a neutral witness). 

" The vanguard of the Army of Von Kluck occupied Louvain, without striking a blow, on the 3rd August at noon. The 
first error to rectify is the following : Louv?Jn was not bombarded. There was no fighting, except in the direction of 
Tirlemont and Dieste to the north and south of Louvain. The destruction of this town was carried out deliberately by a 
company of incendiarists seven days after its occupation. The commander of the place who gave the orders was named 
Manteuffel, and it was the S2nd Regiment of Infantry which was established there during these early days. 

" The burning began at half-past seven in the evening of the 25th August. Whilst the town was burning on all sides 
the Germans shot the unfortunate people as they fled from their burning houses. It was a night of unimaginable horror. 
Most of the inhabitants, however, succeeded in escaping by the courtyards and gardens. I myself succeeded in doing so 
when, about midnight, the houses adjoining the one which I occupied in Juste Lipse Street began to blaze. 

" The following morning I was taken prisoner and conducted to the station at about 10 o'clock. 

" With me was a Spaniard, Father Catala, Spanish Vice-Consul, who had been for some little time principal of a college 
in Station Street, wJiich had been burnt down, in spite of, the Spanish flag flying over its door. The first group of prisoners, 
from 70 to 80 in number, included some distinguished persons, advocates, medical men, &c. Five of us were foreigners. 
Father Catala, three young Spaniards, and myself. We were placed in files of four, surrounded by soldiers, who insulted 
us and treated us in a brutal manner. At the beginning of the Station Street there was a corpse partially carbonised. In 
the corridors of the station were lying fifteen or twenty bodies ;of civilians who had been shot. The town, especially in this 
quarter, was enveloped in smoke and flames. These were days of indescribable terror. 

" I had in my hand my passport proving my foreign nationality. I was looking for a means of saving myself from the 
death that I felt was threatening, for the German soldiers, as well as officers were, at that moment, no longer men but 
ferocious beasts. God alone could, by a miracle, save us. They did not wish to hear anything about my passport. Every 
time that I tried to prove my innocence and my American nationality the officers threatened and struck me. When I saw 
that all was useless i resigned myself and prepared for death. My companions did the same. . .; . 

•' Towards eleven o'clock they began to conduct us towards Malines, in the environs of which fighting was going on 
between Belgians and Germans. . 'To the right and left of the road everything was in flames. At.Heront, five kilometres from 
Louvain, I saw in a corner of the wall the body of a little girl of 12 or 13 years of age burned alive. We were terribly ill- 
treated during the whole of the journey whether we were made to run or to stop, or to walk slowly, it was all by blows with 
a sabre, the butt end of a rifle or a lance. We were kicked and spat upon, and, O my God ! to what insolence we were 
subjected ! I supported a sick old man who dragged himself along with the help of my arm in order to escape death, for if 
he had stopped he would have been pierced by a bayonet or shot by a bullet. We glanced towards one another from time 
to time in a slate of stupefaction at such barbarity. At length we arrived in a field nine or ten kilometres from Louvain. 
There a halt was made and an officer told us that we were about to be shot. When I repeated to him that I was a South 
American, as was proved by my passport, he cried out, with fire flashing from his eyes, that it was I who would be shot the 
first ' because I had kept concealed in my church mitrailleuses and other arms.' He ordered me to hold my tongue. They 
then tied our hands behind our backs with our own handkerchiefs. The soldiers drew themselves up in line and every 
preparation was nrade for our execution, and we were left there for a quarter of an hour with. death staring us in the face. 

" Presently we were divided again into groups, with our hands still bound, with the soldiers drawn up in front of us as 
shooting parties, and we were then made to proceed through the fields from village to village towards the Belgian lines. 

" . . . At nightfall we arrived at Campenhout, where we passed the night imprisoned in the church where fighting 
was going on all round. The following day Father Catala, the three young Spaniards and myself were set at liberty. It 
was after innumerable difficulties we succeeded in reaching Brussels at noon on the 27th August. , The other persons, all of 
whom were Belgians, continued their journey, always in front of the infantry, as far as Malines, where they were finally set 
at liberty. , 

" The remaining inhabitants of Louvain were no better treated. Many were conducted as prisoners into the interior of 
Germany (Munsterlagen). Several thousands were dragged as far as Tirelmont. Thousands of others passed a whole week 
in the woods, living only on potatoes which they gathered. in the fields. During the 27th, 28th and 29th August, Louvain 
remained denuded of its inhabitants and the Germans seized the occasion to pillage systematically house after house, 
everything in fact which had not been burned, so that the families which subsequently returned, if their dwellings were still 
standing, found nothing biit tte walls. 

" What the Gertjians have done at Louvain, and in the whole of Belgium, is indescribable. A narrative of these events 
would fill volumes. As iof myself, since God has saved my life, I am pleased to have been able to be in a position to see 
and verify all those iniquitous doings which coyer with opprobrium German militarism, of which many other foreigners 
have been witnesses, if indeed they have not been the victims, and amongst them South Americans, Uruguayans, Brazilians, 
Colombians, &c., who are able to testify, like myself, to the truth. 

"MANUEL GAMARRA, 

" Paraguayan Priest, student at Louvain." 



Letter addressed to the Belgian Minister at Buenos Ayres, published. in the Courier clc la Plata and 
the Ars^eiif 111(1 of the 4th March, 191^5. 
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A cause de I'exigutle de I'Eglise Nationale, 
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Cestari ei du Corso Viitorio Emanuele. 
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BARON D'ERP. MinUtredeBeI|ique priileSainl-Siiie 
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C. OE T'SERCLAES. PrJiident du Callage Beige. 










M. VACS. Recleur de Stint-Julien-dei-Belgei. 
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A. POTTIER. Chanoine de Samle-Marie-Miieure 






DIOCfeSE DE UfeGE. 




DIOCI&SE DE NAMUR. 






L'Mhhi 0. CkaBOT. cure de Fbfct 




Labbi J Alexandre. cur« de Mu»T-la-Vil1c 






L«bbe J. DossocNE. cure de Hocl«iy 




Labbe A Ambhoise. cure d'Onhaye 






L'abbc F. Janssen. cure de Heure-le-Romi 




L'abbe BiLAUOt. lumanier de* tourds'muet* i'Bouge 






L.bbe R. Labeve. cure de Blecny 




L'abbc BuRNiAUX, profesieur au CotleKc Siint-Loui* 






L«bbi B. RENSONNtT. vicaire d'OIne. 




i Namur 






Libb* E. TiEUN. cure de H.ccoun. 




L.bbe DOCQ. pro(e«.eur au College de .Virton. 
L'abbc C Caspar, profesteur au College de Belte-Vue 






DIOC^E pE MAUNES. 




k Dinant 
L'ibb« J Georges, curj de Tintigny 






Vihbi R. CADprr, prolesieur au College Saint-Pierre i 
Lou vain 




Labbe P CiLLE. docleur en Theologie de I'UmvcTiit* 
Cregorienne. vicairc de Couvin 








L'abbc Clouden. cure de Laloui 






L'abbc H. De Clejix. cur< de BucLert. prii de Leuvain. 
L'abbJ P. Dercent. cure de Cclrode. 
L'abbe J. GoniS. cure de Auigarden 




Labbe HOTTLCT. cvri dc Le. Alloux 
L abbi ]- Laisse. cure de Sponlin 
L'abbe Mahechal. s^minanstc de Maiiscn 






L'abbi C. LOMfiAERTi, curt dc Bovenloo, prii de Louvain 




L'abbe Patron, vicairc dc Deury 






L'abbc Van Blaoel, ture d« Kcreni. pr*» de Louvain 




Laljbe PlERET vicaire d'Elallc 






Le R. P DuPlERftEUx. lijuiie de LouvBin 

Le R P Vincent SoMbboer, conventual, de Louvain 




L'alib* PlEHRABtL cure dc Chatillon 
Lal.be PiRET. cure d'Anlhce 
Lal>be POSKIV, cure dc Suricc 
Lalibe E SCHLOCEL. cure de Hiilieres 






Lc R P Van Holmln. ca^iucin. de Louvain 








U R Chanoine-Prtmoolrc J Woin-EM. cure de Pont- 
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joicphtte de Louvain. 
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Labbe ZENDrfl, cure relraile 

L R P GiLLET benedicun de labbeye de Maredioui 








Le Chanoine NlCOLAS. de 1 abbaye det Prcmonirei de 
Lefie 






Eieux joiephite de J^ouvain 
Lc Frire Candide {d.n< ]f tnonde - Mr Pivet). dcrPrirei 












de li Miicricorde oe Elauwput, prit de Louvain 
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chariloblei pnere* I'ame 
dt MohBicU^ N PoNTiritRE ct be Monsieur V. LENEniZ. 






DIOCtSE DE TOORNAL 




proleiseuri i rUniveriiU Catholique dc Louvair., 
fuiilki par lei troupea allemandei. 






L»bbt £. DflUET. eur« d'Acoi 










L'abbj J PoLLUtT. cure de Roicllea. 
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A considerable number of priests and Catholic monks were killed by the 
Germans in Belgium. The Committee of Enquiry is not yet in possession of a 
complete list, but will publish it as soon as it has been possible to draw it up. 
Above in facsimile is the invitation to the religious service celebrated at Rome, 
on 22nd January, on behalf of the priests and monks put to death by the 
German troops. An initial list of victims is aifixed to this invitation , , , 
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THE LIFE OF INDIVIDUALS: PRIESTS PUT TO DEATH. 

"Hundreds of innocent men were shot. I possess no complete necrology; but-Lknow that there 
were ninety-one shot at Aerschot, and that there, under pain of death, their fellow citizens were 
compelled to dig their graves. In the Louvain group of communes -one hundred and seventy-six 
persons, men and women, old men and sucklings, rich and poor, in health and in sickness, were shot or 
burnt. 

"In my diocese alone I know that thirteen priests or religious were put to death, (i) One of these, the 
parish priest of Gelrode, suffered, I believe, a veritable martyrdom. I made a pilgrimage to his grave, 
and, amid the little flock which so lately he had been feeding v/ith the zeal of an apostle, there did I 
pray to him that from the height of Heaven he would guard his parish, his diocese, his country. 

" We can neither number our dead nor compute the measure of our rtuns. And what would it be 
if we turned our sad steps towards Liege, Namur, Audenne, Dinant,' Tamines, Charleroi, and 
elsewhere ? 

"Their brothers in rehgion or in the priesthood will wish to know their names. Here they 
are : Dupierreux, of the Society of Jesus ; Brothers Sebastian and Allard of the Congregation of the 
Josephites ; Brother Candide of the Congregation of the Brothers of Mercy ; Father Maximin, Capuchin, 
and Father Vincent, Conventual; Lombaerts, parish priest at Boven-Loo ; Gom, parish priest at 
Autgaerden ; Carette, professor at the Episcopal college of Lovvain ; De Cle'rck, parish priest at Bueken ; 
Dergent, parish priest at Gelrode ; Wouters Jean, parish priest at Pont-Briile. We have reason to 
believe that the parish priest of Herent, Van Bladel, an old man of seventy-one, was also killed ; until 
now, however, his body has not been found. 

" (2) I have said that thirteen ecclesiastics had been shot within the diocese of Malines. There 
were, to my own actual personal knowledge, more than thirty in the dioceses of Namur, Tournai, and 
Liege : Schlagel, parish priest of Hastiere ; Gille, parish priest of Couvin ; Pieret, curate at Etalle ; 
Alexandre, curate at Mussy-la-Ville ; Marechal, seminarist at Maissin ; the Reverend Father Gillet, 
Benedictine of Maredsous : the Reverend Father Nicolas, Premonstratensian of the Abbey of Leffe ; 
two Brothers of the same Abbey ; one Brother of the Congregation of Oblates ; Poskin, parish priest of 
Surice ; Hotlet, parish priest of Les AUoux ; Georges, parish priest of Tintigny ; Glouden, parish priest 
of Latour ; Zenden, retired parish, priest at Latour ; Jacques, a priest ; Druet, parish priest of Acoz ; 
Pollart, parish priest of Roselies ; Labeye, parish priest of Blegny-Trembleur ; Thielen, parish priest of 
Haccourt ; Janssen, parish priest of Hpure le Romain ; Chabot, parish priest of Foret ; Dossogne, parish 
priest of Hockay ; Reusonnet, curate of Olme ; Bilande, chaplain of the institute of deaf-mutes at Bouge ; 
Docq, a priest, and others." 

Extract from the Pastoral Letter of Cardinal Mercier (Christmas, 1914). 

" At Christmas, when I issued my Pastoral Letter, I did not know with certainty of the fate of the 
Cure of Herent ; since then his body has been recovered at Louvain and identified. 

" Further, the numbers quoted in my Pastoral Letter should at the present date be revised. Thus, 
with regard to Aerschot, 1 gave the number of victims as 91. As a matter of fact the total number of 
inhabitants of Aerschot whose bodies have been recovered amounted, some days ago, to 143. The 
rhoment, however, to dwell on these particulars has not yet arrived. Their recital will be more in 
place at the enquiry for which you have enabled me to hope. 

" I shall, indeed, be glad to see full light thrown on the incidents to which I have felt compelled 
to call attention in my Pastoral Letter and on others of a similar nature. 

" It is essential, however, tjiat the results of the enquiry should bear the seal of indisputable 
authority. With this object in view I have the honour to propose to you. Monsieur le Comte, and, 
through you, to the German authorities, that the Committee of Enquiry be composed equally of 
German delegates and Belgian magistrates, and that it should be presided over by the representative 
of a neutral Power. I am happy to think that His Excellency the, -Minister of the United States 
would not refuse either to accept the position of Chairman or to entrust it to a delegate of his choice." 

Extract from a letter written by Cardinal Mercier, dated 24th January, 191 5, to Colonel 
Comte Wengersky, District Commander at Malines. No steps appear to have been 
taken in consequence of this letter, 

5183 ¥ 2 



( H ) 

THE INNOCENT VICTIM: A CHALLENGE TO THE 

CONQUEROR, 

The Legend of the "Francs-tireurs." 

" We assert, with all the inhabitants of our villages, without exception, and with the whole Belgian population, that the 
story of the Belgian francs-tireurs is a legend, an invention, n calumny. 

"It is evident that the German army trod the Belgian soil and carried out the invasion with the preconceived idea that 
it would meet with bands of this sort, a reminiscence of the war of 1870. But German imagination will not suffice to create 
that which does not exist. 

" There never existed n single body oj francs-tirturs in Belgium. 

"This is so certain that we have'no hesitation in solemnly challenging the German authorities to prove the existence of 
a single band of francs-tireurs formed either before or after the invasion of the territory. 

" No ' isolated instance ' even is known of civilians hai'ing fired upon the troops, although there would have been no occasion 
for surprise if any individual person had committed an excess. In several of our villages the population was exterminated 
because, as the military authorities alleged, a major had been killed or a young girl had attempted to kill an officer, and so 
forth. . . . ' In no case has an alleged culprit been discovered and designated by name.' 

" Let them not think that they can alter the truth by means of those general and stereotyped assertions which were made 
first of all in the villages on the passage of the troops and which subsequently went the round of the German press and are 
now paraded in a form of German literature which can only be qualified as ignoble, with photographs of alleged scenes in 
■vihxch. francs-tireurs have taken part. 

■ " Facts should be cited and proofs given. Where is a village or a house from which a Belgian fired on soldiers ? What 
is the name of the Belgian civilian who was caught with arms in his hand ? Who are the witnesses heard by hundreds and 
on their oath ? 

" Let an enquiry be organised on these data, such as been so often proposed; an enquiry conducted by Belgian and 
German delegates and presided over by a neutral president. 

" A one-sided enquiry, such as is being carried on at the present moment by the German authorities, has no authoritative 
value. Its results must be rejected in advance. It does not contain the necessary conditions to ensure impartiality. The 
depositions it contains are vitiated by intimidation or the absence of freedom. It is not even certain that these depositions 
will be faithfully registered, the witnesses having to sign their declarations drawn up in a language which is foreign to them. 

" The Belgian people, confident in the absolute truth and justice of their cause, has no misgivings whatever as to the 
result of a serious enquiry. Meanwhile, they are, and will not cease to proclaim themselves, innocent." 

The reality of German Atrocities. 

"Let us however accept for one moment, not by way of admission, but of supposition, this hypothesis of a legitimate 
repression of francs-tireurs. We assert that it will be made clear, by the examination of each particular instance of the 
destruction of a village and the extermination of the civilians, that the punishment is so greatly out of proportion to the 
alleged crime that it could not be justified by any kind of argument. Such are the events that happened at Andenne, Tamines, 
Dinant, Leffe, Neffe, Spontin, Surice, Ethe, Tintigny, Houdemont, and many other places, events so abominable that they will 
one day rouse the conscience of the whole world, and that one day a sense of justice in Germany itself will stigmatise them in . 
scathing terms when she has a true knowledge of the facts, and has recovered her equanimity. 

" Further, still on the supposition that what took place, in certain parts at least, was merely the repression oi francs-tireurs, 
what civilised mind would dare to justify, on behalf of soldiers, the following acts : the infliction in some cases of blows and 
wounds, atrocities of all kinds, barbarities and sangninary methods, cruel and infamous treatment, on mere hostages or prisoners ; 
the despatch of the wounded, the shooting of peaceful and unarmed civilians, pillage by armed men to an extent almost in- 
credible, the employment of priests, young people, old men, wonwn and children as a shield against the bullets and shells of the 
enemy ; the imputation to the civil population of acts of war for which Belgian or French soldiers were legitimately responsible, and 
the severe punishment inflicted on the popidation in consequence thereof; summary executions by shooting, without any form of 
enquiry or regular sentence, extermination of entire families and even villages ; incendiarism in more than 300 villages of the 
two provinces, independently of the destruction caused by the fighting ; moral torture inflicted on persons afweak constitution and 
sometimes upon whole populations. Outrage and murders ofwonwn, young girls, and children at the breast. . . 

" Now these' crimes are so numeroiis that one or another of Ihera and often all of them at once, have been committed in 
hundreds of our villages. 

" An impression of dismay and horror provoked by these barbarities remains with those of our population who have 
lived through these terrible events and have suffered on account of them in a way which it is impossible to describe. It is, 
tliey say, a monstrous war, carried on, not against soldiei-s, but against niutrnwd civilians. They have one and all forgotten 
the events, horrible as they are in themselves, of the war properly so called, and remember only the sufferings during less 
than a week by an entire population unarmed, terror-stricken, and given up to the mercy of ferocious soldiers. It has been 
said (but can it be true ?) that the number of civilians killed is not far behind that of soldiers who have fallen in battle. It 
is astonishing indeed that there have not been still more victims, and we cannot but admire the ingenuity with which the 
inhabitants of such localities as Dinant, Tamines, Spontin, Houdemont and numerous villages lying between the Sambre and 
the Meuse escaped to the full extent of the destruction to which they had been doomed. 

" Millions of eye-witnesses are ready to affirm these facts upon oath as soon as tl?e regular committee of enquiry shall 
Have been appointed." 

Extracts from the protest addressed to the German authorities by His Eminence Monsignor Heylenj 
Bishop of Namur (provinces of ^.'^mur and Luxembourg), loth April, 1915. 
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THE CONFESSION OF THEORISTS, OF LEADERS 

AND OF SOLDIERS. 



" A war energetically carried on caiinol be ciilirelv confined to acts against the enemy under arms 
and his means of detence, but it will tend, and should tend, also to cause the destruction of his 
material and moral resources. No consideration can be given to the dictates of humanity, such as 
consideration for persons or property, unless they are in accordance with the nature and the object of 
the war." 

Introduction to the Kriegsgebraiich im Landkriege, a manual published by 
the German General Staff. 
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Geachte Medeburgers, 



In overeeuistemmiiif^' met do lioojj^ere duitsche 
iiiilitaire ovei-hedeii, lieb ik de eer V (>pnieuw aan 
te bevelen U te outhoiideii van alle uitda^ende 
inanif'estatien en van alle vijaudelijke akten welke 
on/e slad aan |i^ruwelijke weerwraak zouden bloot- 
.stellen. 

Gij zult u vooral untlioudeii van alle 
misliaiideliQ<::en jej^eiis de duitsche 
troepen en bijzonder op luin te scliieten. 

In geval de inwoners op de soldaten van het duitsche 
leger zouden schieten, zai het derde deel dor mannelijl(e 
bevoiking door de wapens omgebracht worden. 

//• /leniiiicr n iliil <!<• n'rzame/ingeii can iiieer dan 
clJJ' personeii ten Klreiii/xte rerboilen zljn en rial rie 
personeii rile aan riit rerbori zoiirien fe kort blijven, 
onmiriricllljk zailcn aaatjelanirieu nofden. 



Hasselt, den 17 Aii$;ustiis 1914. 

De Kursri'nuH'Ntor. 

FkUO. I'ORTMANS. 



Chers Concitoy^ns, 



D'aoeord avec I'autorite ntilitaire superieure alle- 
mandej'ai I'honneur de vous recommander a nouveau 
de vous abstenir de toute manifestation provoeante 
et de tous actes d'hostilite qui pourraient attirer a 
notre ville de tembles represailles. 

Vous VOUS abstiendrez surtout de 
sevices contre les troupes allemandes et 
notanmient de tirer sur elles. 

Dans le cas ou des habitants tireraient sur des 
soidats de Tarmee aiiemande, le tiers de la population 
indle sera pass6 par les armes. 

Je ton's rappelle que leg rassemblemenls rie p/vg rie 
cinq pergonneg Hont strictement riefendug et que leg 
pergonneg qui eorUrecieudraient a cette defense, seront 
arretes geance tenante. 



Hasselt, le 17 aoAt 1914. 



Le Bourgmestre, 

ferd. portmans. 



11(13. - Jn vuUDfMtcktr. Htutll 



Notice posted, on the waUs of the town of Hasselt by order of the German military authorities. 



Translation. 
" Fellow Citizens, „-, 

-'■' " I, in agreement witlrthe German Higher Military Authorities, have the honour again to request 
you to abstain from any provocative manifestations, and from all hostile acts which might bring terrible 
.punishment on our City. 

'' You will above all abstain from all acts of cruelty towards the German troops, and particularly 
from firing on them. 

" In the case of civilians shooting on the German army, a third of the male population will be shot. 
" I remind you that the assembling of more than five persons together is strictly forbidden, and 
that those who break this rule will be arrested on the spot. 
" Hasselt, 17th August, 1914. 

"FERD. PORTMANS, 

" Burgomaster." 
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THE SYSTEM OF TERRORISM AND ITS PRINCIPLES. 

" Ruthlessly to employ the necessary means of defence and intimidation is not only a right but a duty for 
every commander of an army." 

Kriegsgebrauch im Landkreig, a manual recommended to the officers, p. 115, 
published in 1902. 

" An officer will realise that wai necessarily entails a certain severity, and still more that the only true 
humanity resides in the ruthless employment of such severity ." 

Kriegsgebrauch im Landkrieg, p. 7. 

" These are voluntary and deliberate violations of the rules of war, but they were only a result of trans- 
gressions already committed by the enemy. They therefore appear to us, in spite of their horror, to have been 
forced upon us and to be in conformity with international law, and a threat against further transgressions.'" 

Dr. Karl Strupp, Das Internationale Laudsgriei^srechl, p. 9, published in 
1914. 

" The whole town is guilty of the acts of every one of its inhabitants.'" 

Dr. Karl Strupp, Das Internationale Landsgriegsrecht, p. 248. 

" The only means of preventing surprise attacks on the part of the population was to exhibit pitiless 
severity and to make examples which, by virtue of their terrifying character, would act as a warning to the 
whole country." 

German official message communicated by wireless telegraphy, 27th August, 
1914. 

" The innocent must suft'er with the guilty or, if the latter cannot be discovered, the innocent must 
pay the penalty for the guilty, not because they have committed a crime, but to prevent the commission 
of crimes. The burning of a village, the execution of hostages, the decimation of the inhabitants of 
a commune, who have taken up arms against the advancing troops, are less acts of vengeance than 
signs of warning to the parts of the territory not yet occupied. 

"And it is beyond doubt that the destruction by fire of Battice, Herve, Louvain and Dinant has 
acted as a warning signal. The devastations and the rivers of blood whicli flowed during the first days') 
of the war in Belgium saved the great Belgi'an towns from the temptation to attack the weak armies 
of occupation which we had to leave there. Is there anybody in the world who would imagine that 
the capital of Belgium would have tolerated us, we who live lo-day at Brussels as if it were in our 
own country, had the population not trembled, and were they not still trembling, before our vengeance." 

Extract from an article in the Kolnische Zeitung of loth February; 1915, signed 
by Walter Bloem. 

" Experience has shown that a contribution in money produces the greatest effect on a civil 
population." ; • 

Kriegsgebtauch im Landskriege. 



I 




LE 22 AOUT 1914. 



AbteilungIIb.Irn.N. 150. 




I>ELA 



HE 1 



finn 



J LlLlIIi 



Les habitants de la ville dAndenne. apr6s 
avoir protests de leurs intentions pacifiques. 
ont fait une surprise traitre sur nos troupes. 
C'est avec mon consentement que le General 
en chef a fait brtiler toute la locality et que 
cent personnes environ ont 6t6 fusillees. 

Je porte ce fait d, la connaissance de la Ville 
de Li6ge pour que les Li6geois se repr6sentent 
le sort dont ils sont menaces, sils prenaient 
pareille attitude. 

Ensuite. il a 6te trouv6 dans un magasin 
d armes A Huy des projectiles " diim-rium » dans 
le genre du specimen joint k la pr6sente lettre. 
Au cas que cela arrivat. on demandera rigou- 
reuseraent compte chaq'ue fois des personnes 
en question. 

Le General-Commandant, en chef, 
s von BULOW 



llilll 1." Miu-'- 



Translation. 

Armee-Oberkommando. 22nd August, 1914. 

TO THE COMMUNAL AUTHORITIES 
TO THE TOWN OF LIEGE. 

The inhabitants of the town of Andenne, 
after having protested their peaceful inten- 
tions, made a treacherous surprise attack on 
our troops. 

It was with my consent that the Genera] 
had the whole place burnt down, and about 
100 people shot. 

I bring this fact to the knowledge of the 
town of Liege, so that its inhabitants may 
know the fate with which they are threatened, 
if they take up a similar attitude. 

Dum-dum projectiles were subsequently 
found in a gun-smith's shop-at Huy, of a kind 
of which I send you a specimen in the present 
document. If this happens it will be necessary 
to call the persons in question to account. 

The General Commanding-in-Chief, 
vox BiJLOW. 



Notice posted on the walls of LUge on the 24th August. 
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WHOLESALE REPRESSION: ITS FORMULAS. , 

" A fine of 600,000 marks in consequence of an attempt made by ... to assassinate a German 
soldier, is imposed on the town of O. by order of . . . 

" Efforts have been made, without result, to obtain the withdrawal or reduction of the fine. ' 

"The term fixed for payment expires to-morrow, Saturday, the 17th December, at noon. 

" Bank notes, cash, or silver plate will be accepted." 



" The German authorities, having exacted a war contribution of 2 millions of francs from the town 
of M ... on account of the inhabitants having fired on the troops at the time of their entry into 
the town, and the municipality having stated that it does not possess the necessary funds and cannot 
raise them among the inhabitants, the German authorities require a settlement in bills of exchange." 



" I have to acknowledge, receipt of your letter dated the 7th of this month, in which you bring to 
my notice the great difficulty which you expect to meet in levying the contributions ... I can but 
regret the explanations which you have thought proper to give me on this subject; the order in 
question which emanates from my Government is so clear and precise, and the instructions which I 
have received in the matter are so categorical that if the sum due by the town of R. is not paid the town 
will be BURNED down without pity." 



" On account of the destruction of the Bridge of F. — / order : The district will pay a special contribution 
of 10 million francs by way of amends. This is brought to the notice of the public who are informed that the 
method of assessment will be notified later and that the payment of the said sum will be enforced with ihe 
utmost severity. The village of F. will be immediately destroyed by fire, with the exception of certain buildings 
occupied for the use of the troops." 

Extracts from I'Interprete militaire zum gebrauch in Feineesland (for use in the 
enemy's country). Manual edited at Berlin in 1906. " It contains," says the 
introduction, "the French text of the greater part of the documents, letters, 
proclamations and certain orders of which it may be necessary to make use in 
time of war." 



( 90 ) 




Villi t'iiirlii :iiii "IH. ,OkloiH-r iL J. •^rsi-l/- 
iimssj}* /uvHiiiiii'MKWi-oh'iini flnilsi'lirn' 
l'Vlilkrii'p.};n-i)lil sjriil holnll VM)i*il<-n : 



I |li-i '•raitii'Hiii ^l<iil/iii.ih tip Ryckere «<vi>ii Inlhiliri) 
XiiUji id' i;i|;i-ti ciii.-ii Id n'i'hliii.i'.M;;t'i \i|<^'ilHiiit.' ■jim-* \iiili-s In- 
Itiiillx lii-it (l.-tilx. rifii IU-jiiil>ii H.-nrri (:<-iiH-iiivli.illlM'lti-i kiir 
|H>rM'tli-iytiii|; I'liirN |ti'nriiri-ii tii /wt i Inlli-ii. «i-|.'''H li<>l;iii;;i-iii>ri' 
la-lniintii lit •irii-iii l.illr I Mr^'.-n la(lirh<-rt ^iipnn" yxvu 

■ 1III-II lll-lllx lll-ll <MlM!lil'll 

mit S Jahren QeTangnis 



« Itir lM-rKis.li. •uhiii/ nil Sefth-TK wtvcH rnilH-lim \n 

(nn- t;ifi-i» rill.- n-.liitinisMt-.-( \ Iiitii" Si- \iiili-s 

N-limllH-rH-n <li-iilsrlt<-iill<-.tiigi-ii m-p-H i:niH-iiis<'li.illli<-li<-i kor 

tH'iii-rlrl/ittit:il.->s.||>iii rHi;;ni l.i-1.'iii|;rni-iilH-|ii-iiiii): '..llf 

UV''*"l"'>i ■" ■'■■■■ ' ■(■ii»tliiiii:i 

mit 3 Jabrcn Uerangnia 

Diislrlril \M .ini :{!'. OklnlNTil. J. voiii 
llnrii <i('iiri':i!-(iiiii\rriHiir FrciliiTi'ii mhi 
drr (luIl/ i\\> /.iiNlai)(lii;riii (icrii'litslicrni 
iMNliili};! wiintni. 

IW ^ijiM (Inissi-I itlifii- \iii^ii(lli> niirili' MiTEi'n ih-s i.iilif|i>-ii 
tliKhflo' )ltii-s si'liiii/iii.irMii-. ilr IStrkiTi* i:i'i:i'it nnio lUiiivlii'ii 
■•••Itliilrii I'liir- >lnill>»iilnlHilH>ii wm 

5 Millioneo Frcs. 



■rami. ^B 1 ^o««m&OT I3U. 

th't'liufirvrnviir ni/t ffrftssv/, 
Freiherr von Luttwitz, 




Viiij.'ii S-|ilniiliir :iliniils (•■l :iiil 'Ir-r simki* 
l;>u'iiiii|-\i'i-lrjjk (III- KiMriluliM; iiri<l lrlri:r:t- 
phi'iilinic /i-rsiMrlrmii'ili'ii. tl.'iniiiflini ^iml iIh- 
yi-pi;inrili'n 7\\ii Orto.4-li:iri>-ii ;nn "(I N'|»i-iiihrr 
iiH)i-::i'riH /.iir lln-lii'iiti'liiiM ;:i-/i);:i'ti iiritt (Iri'^i'lii 

;:t'linj^nii'll wni'ili-ir. 

lll7.llkMlllt Wcnlfll ^ll^jSjIi'-il'lll l.llnf'! (I.l.ll-*! 
}i.\'\hfiti'f\ Orlsi'li;inril -'(nifirkiiilMlMTl <i|i ild- 
m'IIii'Ii fin' Iti-iliiilN- 'si-liiililt^. j'iii>l mli-r nrrlii 
iiiiiiiir|i>.ii-liii:: lii-<lr:ill Mi-nlrn /ii thi'sciii /\\<* k 
^llirl iti;tlli-ii il<>iljruj;:rii UrNi-li.-illiii. wrlrfir ti.ilir 
ili'ti \t\^Urv M-hiin ihiri-h \tivrlrl.i;:r lit-iliiihii-n 
IliihiiliMii'ii lii-ui'itjii'isi'hi (I'sr-^iiiiuiitnrii wnnli-M. 
XM'Irlli- lir.i iliMii (;i-iiii;;slf'ii \ri«.rnli, rhllit- iln- 
lii'trrrrrihtrii OiiM-hiid l!;ilim l«'Ji'm-.i|i|ii'H- u trii 
Tclr|ili<inlJMJ4fi /II /I'l-^tfircii. Milmr cOi'^i'i'oM-n 
wtTiIni ^f:: 

riTlliT Mini ;illr /llHr.l(;tltll-rlllll/ |it>riiMinli-ii 
Tni|i|irii ;i)i;:ruirM'n uiii-iti'ii. jnl),' Mill iliin 
HiiliiiknriiT. IVIi';:r:i|ilii-n-rirli'i-IWi-|ihiiMli'iriiM;:i'it 
ill ti-i-r|jii-|iii;:i>r Wi'Kr naliiTiiilr- I'itsi.ji /ii 
iTM-liii'vsni # 



AVIS 



I II li'itMiii:il iW ^wnv tr^alriiMiil 
t'niiUM|(ii' :i |iniiioiirl'. I('!2H m'lnlirr l*.Mi. 
liN rorHliiiiiiiiilMitis siii^iiiitcs : 



I I •iriii-i' l.i|.'riii til- |hiIhv de Ryckere jMHir mnr siliirpir 
il.iiis li'viTiiti- lo'.il lit' s4>s iitrH'ltons iiti .itcfiti ili'inisiUin- ili> 
I.Hiliinl<'.i|l< iti.iiiilt i-oit li->itiit> i'i>r|Hii i-lli-s t<>l.i|il;iirf nxii- 
iitt<M>s(fi ilttu •'.IS •li' ■-■•iii'iTi ti\i-i il.tiiin-s. (Hiiii .itiitr (inM-iin- 

lr\.istii|i ill ii-iMi il.nis lilt t-3s el iMHii .ititir .-illaijiii' uii 

■4tlital jlli'iiiaml 

cioq ans de prison: 

1 Otiiin' li|.'i-iii ilr|iii|(r<- Segbrrs |HHir jmhi .illuiiw' <lans 

lt'\i-n-iii liv.it ill' si-s I ■iiiiiis iiiiaKi'itl,fli-|i>isil:iii)'ilf I iiiilnrili- 

iilli'lii.iiiili- I I l<-siniis ntiiHii .'Ill's wil<i|il.-iiii-s ill- ci'l atc'iil 

nlti-iiMiiil. i-i |Kiiii ■iM>ii (inHiin' li-i.isniit .i mi ili-jfiiii iliiuU-s k^s 
■nrnrltiins inii-ltlii.iiil nit H'ltl laili 

tiois ans de pnsoa' 

Ia's jn!;riiirriis cinl rir ronfiniit's Ic 
.ll iHiohiT llMi |i:ir II. \v <i(iii\('riinir 
4iriin';il. Itanm \(iii iter (iollz. 



1,1 tilli- lie ilniM-lli-s, ^iis biilnHiivs. a ■■(<■ ixink- jtiiur Til- 
lriil.ll (tiniiiiis |i.ir ^m :i|;i'iil ik- (Hilirr ilr R)i*Lrn- nrfiln* itn 
siiHil .ilh-iiniiil (Itiiti- ••iiiinlwlhin ailililHHiiirIk' <t)- 

cinq niil 



Ar fJonrrnn't/r tit' /tnt.rt'f/t'i:, 
Baroa von Liittwitz, 



ttrr litiii'iiil !...„ i„l:.t.,ui, 

Kmlicir.,\(i% HIM \4\\ Si.. 

ttanr r airrlilmnnehnll 



AVIS 



D.iii^ l;i Miirn- ilii -Va >r|ili-iiilin>. \\\ M^iir ilii 
• liciiiiii 'Ir Irr '-1 It' li-l< ':ii'.i|ilii- mir I'll- ili-lriiil<. 
MM- I.I li-iir InM-iii.>iil-\i-i-ini-k. V l.i -iijli- ill- ri-l;i. 
ji's linn JMi-.-ihlfs •ili'i-x nni nr. Ir ."(I sr|ili'fiilin'. 
Ill III.)) III. :i I'll n-liitl't- niiii|ih- i-l Mill ilti li\n'|- 
il.-s ,i|;,:;,s 

\ Lnniir Ir^ liii:iliiis Ir-s |ilii-.^';i|t|in»l)i'fMlr 
Iniilniif Mil ill- [nirrits l.iiu s,- sniii |i;i^m's |irii 

MII|IMI'll' Ijll I'lll'^ ni >MJl>ll1 I |i||l|lliM's Mil 11(111' ~ 

sn'Miil |iiiiiii's ■s.ww-s iiii^n-irMi-ili' \ rrllr lill. ih's 
mI,ii:i s mil I'll- niiiiii'iit's ili- Imitrs h-s liir:ililr-> 
Mtis|His ,|i's Miii-s-li-i H-cs iiii'|i;iriTs |i;ii' ilr \\\\- 
I'l-illi's .iii,ii|Mi'-> I'l .1 1. 1 |ii'niiirrr iniiiitiM' ilr 
ili'lliiin- ill"* Miir- ili; flli'liiiii 'Ir Mr ilr- liiiiir- 
till l<-li-m-:i|illr ml illi li-l<-|i|iMhi' i|s srcinr iiiinii-- 
iltjlniintt liisilli-^ 

III iHlirr. Iiinh'" If- llMU|M'^ ilt.it;;i-cs ill' |;i 
|i|'Mli'rllMii «lr tiiii-s Irrii'i's mh! I'Cril I mI'iIit iIc 
liivilliT iniih' |hTmiiiih' '^.ij'f'iMrli ml ilr l;n mii 
s||s|in-lr-ili-s Miji'H ill- rlii'iiiills ili- liT mm iIi"> tJi^llC's 
lrli'L:i.i|iliii|iii-- Mil li'li'|illMllii|il<">. 



. <,...M.<m», \,ii,.,~xtmi> t\.-U,,.,ih* 

lliiniii >ii\,tii M t;i)M7. 



BERICHT 



yjL-w iiorliiKvlrilMiiiiiiil wctli-lijk liih'rii^i' 
■|1N'|M'I1 liii'lt ilcii ««" (hloJHT lilli. (Ir 
tiiJKoiHlf \iiiiiiiss'n iiilj;<'s|>riik('ii . 

I ^t^A^\^Mn |H.lirn-at'i'ni de Ryckere niii iii )n-. *rl(i-l.ik 

utliiffi-iK'n riiiHT hiHlH>iiiii|i ii'ii ;ip-ril *.ii( (If hmlx-ln'^ii'il I 

.laiip-^pltn. If iHHihfip »'-ii tn|Willii:.- Iiiliiiiiti-li|kf w..|iil.-». iii 
l*.v i:r».tllrn liMT."-!"-.'!'' """I I'UH-f" "*'rin: t.i» .iiiili-n-(i 
ittii III II'II pr»iililriinWi.ip|iiii#».iii II'II p'iniiiiriii' n'l-Mliall I'li 
fi-n IhiitM'tH' >til(laal a)ini:i-iiilli*iili' lu'Wiffl 

Tijf jaar gevaog . 

^t Tiyi'n ih-n p.ililii*.iKrnl Segbero, inn in Ih-i •ellrli)k 
tniH'li'iii'ii /i|iii'i hitlH-miiii M-n nltml vin ih- Ihiili.tic infrhi'iil 
aaii([t'v.ilti'li II' iH'Wii'n. iimr »rij»ill»r lrli!iiiiiHi)lii' wmiili'ii aall 
ilii'ii Ihiilsrhi'ii 3)!i'ni <fn imi*' utilsoappinfl aan i*rii jtfValitEeni' 
n'rvlmti li' iM'Uini laH*" lie inhrfkingi-n rfii i-lAel Ml uiliiia- 
Lmdri 

drifl jaar gevaog 

Ik- vnnnisseii zijn deii .TI"(»cCoher 1914 
lioknichlii?<ls<'w<'«-sl (l«M)r<leiiG«ii\mi«!r 
Grncnial VrijIuNT »on Jit GoIU. 



tt^ -txA &nM«'l iiimlrr loorOf^ica e.lceslnn crwon;-. 
vooc dfo aanilaf F«1**fil ilwir li«r« pulilica|tnil A- Hjftf' 
lni«i Mlien iliiH.'-'lieii iwMul lot irm lHlp-\iw1[it<- brfarjint! ».. 

vijf milhoen Traok 



Or Citiireivieur ran Briixxel, 
Vrijheer von LiittwitE, 




l>i'ii :!.'>" si'(ilriHli|>i* i^ i)|i,ilr lijii Linrniniil- 
\i'i''ir\i'K ill' s|iiiiir\M'ii- I'll (I'li'sriiinijii \i'riiii'ld 
^I'Uiirili'M. I>,'i,'irii|i I-, ili'ii riO-'*q'|il('iiilH'r > iiiiir- 
^(^1^ \:iii ill' Iwir ;:i'iioriiiilr iliirpcii rt'ktMisrIinp 
.iit'^Miii^il vMii'ili'ii -rn lirlilit'ii zij ;:ii/t'l;in<i: 
linrHi'ii >trllrli. 

fir iiii'kiiiii'*! /.iilli'M ilii' i1iir|ii'ii. ilii' ilf iitaals 
u;i.-ir /illk" ^vIlrlM'ililr llilil>l ;:i'li'i£l'll /.Ijll. (CD 
>ln'rl;'^li' ::i".li'iill \Minli'ii. niilit'koiimii'nl tit /.Ij 
III iiiri ijiiiir liiJNl.'iiiil "I'liiilili;: /i|ii. Viinr tljl ihicl 
/illli'li ill :illr /.illkr ili>r|irii \\ rikr ill ill' naliijhl'hl 
li::^rii \.iii ^|iniir^M'):hji]rii ilif a! ilnur aainiilli'ii 
/ijii lii'ili'riiiil wiii'ili'ii. i:i|/.rlal'rM \a>l^i'liiiiiii'ii 
A^ iM'ili'll. ^^ I'Ikr nllllliiMrllijk /llllril iliiiMti;r>i'llnll)li 
wunliii liij ilirri'i'^fi'i'iimiiii: iialiij lii'l lirlrrkki'- 
lijki' iliirji. ■4ifnir\\Vf. Ii'lr^raar* iil li'IrriMitilJJNCll 
h' MTliirlcit. ^ A , 

\i'ril.i-rs lirlilirii alli' liit iM'M'lii'riiiiii'^ '\an 
N|iiiiii-\\i'ftitiirnlM'^li'iiiili' li'iii'|ifii iiiSliT ;;i'kn'K<'it 
ii-ili'ii'ii iH'i'MiDii ilniiil It' M'liir'tt'jr tlir ii|r \rr- 
ilaililr Hij/i' tjt'li N|miir\\t';:-. /if ^t'li';;raal- dI 
ii'li'liiiinlljiii'ii iiailiT kiiiiil. 

Brunei, drD 1 OctotiOT 1B,1^. ',' 

III f.Hiii'. I lii'iir tiriinnnt in ttrlt/i*. 

. ,1 \i'i|lirrr \ti>:liKH ticLlZ 



[Translation.] 
NOTICE. 

A court-martial, legally convoked, pro>^ 
nounced, on the 28th October, 1914, the 
following sentences : — 

(i) On policeman de Ryckere, tor 
having assaulted in the lawful exercise'ot 
his duties a regularly appointed agent of 
the German authorities, and for causing 
him bodily injury on tvifo occasions with 
the aid of other persons, and for having 
brought about the escape of a prisoner- 
on one occasion, and for having assaulted 
a German soldier, 

5 years' imprisonment. 

(2) On policeman Seghers, for having 
assaulted in the lawful execution of hi| 
duties a regularly appointed agent of the 
German authorities, and for causing 
bodily harm to this same German agentij 
and for having brought about the escape 
of the prisoner, all these charges forming 
a single offence, 

3 years' imprisonment/J 

The sentences were confirmed on 31st 
October, 1914, by the Governor General,} 
Baron Von der Goltz. 1 

The town of Brussels, not including the 1 
suburbs, is ordered on account of the 
crime committed by one of its policemenj" 
de Ryckere, committed on a German ! 
soldier, to pay an additional contributiora 
of 5,000,000 francs. 1 

Brussels, ist November, 1914. 
The Governor of Brussels, 

Baron VON LUTTWITZ, 



[^Translation.'] 

NOTICE. 

On the evening of the 25th September, , 
the railway and the telegraph wires were 
destroyed on the Lovenjoul-Vertryck 
line. The two localities above-mentioned 
were, on the morning of the 30th Sep- 
tember, called to account for this and 
were compelled to deliver hostages. 

In future, the localities situated nearest 
to the spot where such offences take 
place, whether they are privy thereto or 
not, will be most severely punished. To 
this end hostages have been taken 'from 
all the localities adjoining the railways/ 
threatened with such attacks, who, at the 
first attempitjto destroy railway lines or 
the telegraph or the telephone wires, 
will be immediately shot. 

Further, all Troops guarding railways; 
have received orders to shoot any person; 
approaching in a suspicious manner the 
railways or telegraph or telephone wiresi 

Brussels, ist October, 1914. 

Governor General of Belgium, 

Baron VON DER GOLTZ, 

Fieldraarshal. 



Notices posted at Brussels on the 1st October and Ist November, 1914, 
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REPRISALS : THE APPLICATION OF PRINCIPLES AND 
EMPLOYMENT OF "FORMULAS." 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT IN BELGIUM. 

" It has happened in districts at present occupied by more or less strong bodies of German troops 
that convoys of waggons and of patrols have been attacked by surprise by the inhabitants. 

"I draw the attention of the public to the fact that a 'register' is kept of the localities, in the 
neighbourhood of which such attacks have taken place, and that they may expect their punishment as 
soon as the German troops pass near them. 
" Brussels, 25th September, 1914. 

" The Governor-General of Belgium, 

" BARON VON DER GOLTZ, 

" Fieldmarshal," 

Proclamation posted at Brussels on the 25th September, 1914. 

" On 22nd August, 1914, the General Commanding the 2nd Army, General von Billow, imposed on 
the town of Wavre a Vvar levy of frs. 3,000,000 (;^i20,oooJ, payable up till ist September, to expiate the 
heinous conduct, contrary to International Law and the Customs of War, which they showed in 
making a surprise attack on the German troops. 

"The General Commanding the 2nd Army has jilst ordered the Chief of Staff of the 2nd Army 
to collect without delay the said levy, which the town must pay on a ccount of the conduct of its 
inhabitants. 

" I order and summon you to hand over to the bearer of the present the two first instalments, 
namely, frs. 2,000,000 (;^8o,ooo) in gold. 

" I also ask that a letter, duly sealed with the town seal, should be given to the bearer, declaring 
that the balance, frs. 1,000,000 (^40,000), will be paid without default on the ist September. 

" I draw the town's attention to the fact that in no case can it count on the delay being prolonged, 
for the civil population of the town has put itself beyond the pale of the International Law by firing on 
the German troops. 

" The Town of Wavre will be set on fire and destroyed, if the payment is not made when due without 
distinction of persons ; the innocent will suffer with the guilty." 

Letter addressed on the 27th August, 1914, by Lieutenant-General von Nieber to 
the Burgomaster of Wavre. 

" A legally constituted court-martial pronounced the following sentences on 28th October : — 
"(i.) The police constable de Ryckere was condemned, for having attacked, in the legal exercise 
of his duties, an authorized agent of the German authorities, for having voluntarily inflicted bodily hurt 
in two cases, with the aid of other persons, for having procured the escape of a prisoner m one case, 
and for having attacked a German soldier, to 

" 5 years' imprisonment. 

" (2.) Police constable Seghers was condemned for having attacked, in, the legal exercise of his 
duties, an authorized agent of the German authorities, for voluntarily inflicting bodily injury on this 
German agent, and for having procured the escape of a prisoner (all these offences constituting one 
charge), to 

" 3 years' imprisonment. 

" The sentences were conflrmed on 31st October by the Governor-General, Baron von der Goltz. 
" The town of Brussels, not including its suburbs, has been punished for the injury done by its 
police constable de Ryckere to a German soldier, by an additional fine of 



" Brussels, ist November, 1914. 



" 5 million francs. 



The Governor of Brussels, 

"BARON VON LUTTWITZ, 

"General.' 
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Commune de Grivegnee 



■#1 II l » 




Uonsieur le Major-Commandant DIECKMANN, du Chateau des Bniyircs. me prie de porter 
oe qui suit A la connaissance des habita*'ts 



Bataillon DIECKMANN. 



Ch&teau des Bniyeres. te 6 Septembre 1014. 



A la prtsente discussion assistaient : 

I) M. le Curt FRYNS, de Bois-de-Breuz ; 
3) M. le Curt FRANSSEN, de Beyne , 
3) M. le Curt LEPROPRES. de Heusay ; 
4 M. le Curt PAQUAY. de Gnvegnte , 

5) M. le Bourgmestre DEJARDIN, de Beync , 

6) M. le Bourgmestre HODEIGE. de Gnvcgii6c; 

7) M. le Major DIECKMANN ; 

8) M. le Lieutenant d. R REIL. 

Par M. le Major DIECKMANN, porte ce qui suit & la connaissanee des personnalitte presentes : 

i. — Joaqa'M S Scpnmbie 1914, i 4 baaim de relnte. hmtM lea vmea, I a - U cat penoi* vn buIiBiri illoiuiwl* de vuiur le* •Ahinla. 
naoiUoM, ecplodb, pUcn d'utlfim qni awt aaom ea ponawM dei citafeiu,Opwiv«tB. etc.. d* loa* let babibBB dn alentMi* Tonus rtn«am t ce mitt 
■otml lanita an CUtMB do Bray^ns- Cdsl q«l m Ir ^n pai wa% pualble|*wa pnale lArAmneiK 
dc U peine de tOMt. I) aen fuUU nr place m pocaC par lea amaa, i motiu f q. _ Celu qol a ooonavUMa qw dv qaanllMa nperiaan* i 100 litres de 



qnll pnoTC qa'U n'act pa* 

S. — Tool let habttaMi de* ataiaoiii oocaptaa dca looliUa da Beya^Hensaj. 
Cnv^nta. Bat»4le-Braax, PItam, devront raatRr cba aax 1 pwtir da la chote 
do jov («o ce nranent, 1 putir dc ^ heana da 2b — bean alleoianda). Lei 
nuiaou piitd<*igBfa* aemot tdauAe* ansil luificaipa qae qaalqn'aa j wn ■ar pied. 
Le* parte» d'eatrta acfriet fanoAci. Celei qal ■■ ae GonfcnnEia pu i oe* pre*- 
cnptaan* ttxpomat 1 dca [ ' — . . . . 

ordra* aDtnlnara la moit. 

3 — Le OHDaundaDt ae doit mituuum aBcaae difficaltt daiu ma 
dotnioluina. On eat pn«. nm ■ommaHan. da moiitier toaio lea piem* 
maiami. Qamnqaa %'f nppf n ten IninBiaA panJ, 

4. — A paitir da 7 a^Aembfe, 1 B hanm da matia, jc pcnaattera To 
tun d« habltaliamda BaTBe-Hevar. GnTq^ate, Bmt^Bteaz, pw le* 
qot 7 doaMafaieDt prtatdcmmait, aiusl lon(tenipa qa' 

oe* liaax a^ara Ht proooaefc poor lea babibnti •narlata. 
Poar ■nir la certjtnde qn'il aa aiia | 

de BaTae-HaooBj et de Gitiwulc darroDl drraair ImmMUtaiDaat da* 
lulia de praaomalitte qni aeroiil TwrniBM/ par £lteniaDaE ae iA hoana, cbdud^ 
otagH an Port da Pltna. La ft Kptaabra 1014, poar la pmnifire Ua, de A heart* 
dv anr laaqa'an 7 Septtaabre, * nidi. 
' I *£dc cci 



Balqgne* ■• fmnvcol 1 I 






u r *> d 



1 ota^ 1 te qae b popalatloD dea a 






Peadaat la aait, U cat ■erbescnt dtieoda de prodolie ftea rieaani laralnao* 
qnekxwqoca. Lk dnaUtion dc* *tiadp«da* »'«« aatonte q«»de 7 baans dn matio 
\ 5 haarM da lolr (haoia mUemude^ 

C- — Ja dtegncfal, bon da IIAb* qtu aw arant ■dohubcs. laa pataoaualitCi qm, 
d« audi d'ao ^amz k mldi de raotre jooi, ool a aCjoaniBi commo (ita|ea. Si le 
rcmplamicat a'a pa* lien en laipt gtUe, Totaga twte de noa«nan £4 faenie* 
an Port. Apit* oe* aonTnllet Z4 haaiaa, Totage caooojt la pcloe de mon ei 
le lempbcEOWtit n'oA pa* bit. '- 

7. ~ Onnme otagc*. soaf plaoCa a picalfaa lipic, ka Prttm. Is 
la antrca Mcmbc* de rAdmialitralioa 
I'mp qn* too* lea otU* q«j arcnlrat dan* ma dicoaaalpttaB, pmi- 
* de* localltte de BeTDB-Heaaar, Pitnm, Boia-de-Braax, Gnraprfe. 
Imj dtTAnnce enTCta la* oEdan aUeatand*, eo Atant lou' ckapcaa 
OB CO portart la maia 1 la ttte oMuue poor le oIbI militaira. En cw de 
doole, OB doll nlner toal militalic aUamand, Celoi qni oe ttxhtaXt pu dolt 
s'attcndrc * (x qnc le* ■illtsurea aH-^fmlt at baaem reipcctoi par Ion* lea BajBD*. 



A et d'aobe* Uqnidea 
dttenalod da Qooimaoea prtcntat et qai aa I'a paa vtnvaot an Commandant 
militaira qni j ntge, lofsqall a'f a ancaa dnrta nr le Ilea *t la qnanuit, 
mcDBTi |9 awrt. La qnuititC* da HO btits nat aeelemoat viada. 

II. — Calai qni a'obtempMe pa* da anlie aa onHnn a adnrw it • Ictc* Im brai • 
■B nad eaapable de la peioa de von. 

i\ — L'eoirte dn *'*'**■"" da BraTtR*, da ntaii* qne «Ila da allta* du 
pare, cat islanlite, tool pelna de awrt, depaia la crtpaacale jiuqa't I'anrorc 
(de B beam da mau 1 fl heara da matin — baaic aUeniande), 1 tonta peraonnc) 
qn) ne ool pa* da aoldaa da rarmte all rtn a nde 

19. — Peadaoi le joor, I'eatrta da CbUaaa da Brajtns e'ed penniM 
qne par I'entiAc Nord-OBcai. U oa ae men la Gaidc. a ponr antADt de pci 
aoooa qntl y ■ de carta d'enrtt diatnboaa. Toot aacmblemcai a pnuimitC 
de b Gaide at dtfeada dan* riot*« dc la popolatlon 

14. — QnioDiiqac, par U coouDnaicaBOB de bnata ooaTellea qei Kinient 
de iiataie A aoira an manl da tranpe* allanuda, de a>«OM: calm qni. de 
iD'Unporte qnelle maniArc, cbercbe S ptnadie da ditpoalDon* oontrc Tannte 
allonande, te rend ■n*pecl et cdoooii le naqne iTttra faailM iBr-l^-<Jiamp. 

IEl — Tandl* qoc. par le* dUpaitloaa aofruCa, la babltanU de la T«gioii 
de la fuiUiiroi III 8. aoot menaot* de peiaa tttH^ lonqall* enfrcignent eel 
dupcMitKHM d'nec manlfire qnekonqoe, ca mftoei habltaati ponveBl, lonqn'iU m 
moalnmt pautMet, comptw tar la pfotacttaa la pin* btcDveillanta at le ■econri 
CD loote* oocasloni loraqB'oo leoi hit oa poarrait tear blre da tort 

16 - La demanda dc remlac de bfliall poar aaa qnaotiU detenuiate k 
_ font joorncUcDieni. de 10 i IS beam a*aM aildi at da t 4 3 bean* aprte-midi, 
an ChAicao da BTvjtita, anpie* de la CownUalan da bMail 

17 ~ Colnl qal, ains I'tgtde de I'lnngBe de la ConvaotioD Soiaae. onii 
on inCme chencbe 4 anire 1 I'AnnCe alloiunde d eft dCeaatnn, «■( peada 

(1.) DIECKMANN. 

Uaj or-Cooaaiaii dan l 



Le Bearcncatrc. 
Victor HODBIGE. 



CriTcsBcc, 



Order of Major Dieckmann, posted on the walls of the Commune of 6rivegn6e (near Li6ge) on 

8th September, 1914. 
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HOSTAGES: THEORY AND PRACTICE. 

" The system of hostages has become rarer in contemporary wars, from which certain professors 
of international law have erroneously concluded that it had disappeared from the rules of war between 
civilised nations. . . . We must reject the unfavourable decisions with regard to the employment 
of this method of war by the German army in isolated cases and for divers reasons." 

Kriegsgebrauch im Landkrieg, p. 113. 

"4. After 9 a.m. on the 7th September, I will permit the houses in Beyne-Heusay, Grivegnee and 
Bois-de-Breux to be inhabited by the persons who lived in them formerly, as long as these persons are 
not forbidden to frequent these localities by official prohibition. 

" 5. In order that the above-mentioned permit may not be abused, the Burgomasters of Beyne-Heusay 
and Grivegnee must immediately prepare list of persons who will be held as hostages for 24 hours 
each at Fort Fleron, from the 6th September, 1914, at 6 p.m. till the 7th September at midday. 

, " The life of these hostages depends on the population of the above-mentioned Communes remaining 
quiet in any circumstances. 

" During the night it is severely forbidden to show any luminous signs. Bicycles are only permitted 
between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. German time. 

" 6. From the list which is submitted to me / iiiill designate persons who shall be hostages from 
midday to the following midday. If the substitute is not there at the correct time, the hostage must 
remain another 24 hours at the fort. After these 24 hours the hostage will incur the penalty of death, if the 
substitute has not presented himself. 

" 7. Priests, Burgomastets and Members of ihe Administration are to be taken first as hostages. 

" 8. I insist that all civiHans who move about in my district, particularly those of Beyne-Heusay, 
Fleron, Bois-le-Breux and Grivegnee show their respect to the German officers by taking off their hats, 
or lifting their hands to their heads in military salute. In case of doubt, every German soldier must be 
sainted. Anyone who disregards this must expect the militaiy to make themselves respected by every 
means." 

Extract from an order of Major Dieckmann reproduced in extenso opposite. 

" I. The Belgian and French soldiers must be delivered as prisoners of war before 4 o'clock in 
front of the prison. Citizens who do not obey will be condemned to hard labour for life in Germany. 

"A rigorous inspection of houses will commence at 4 o'clock. Every soldier found will he immediate ly 
shot. 

" 2. Arms, powder and dynamite must be given up at 4 o'clock. Penalty : being shot. 

" Citizens who know of a store of the above must inform the burgomaster, under pain of hard 
labour for life. 

^' 3. Every street will be occupied by a German guard, who will take ten hostages from each street, 
whom they will keep under surveillance. If there is any rising in the street, the ten hostages will be shot. 

" 4. Doors may not be locked, and at night after 8 o'clock there must be lights at three windows 
in every house. 

"5. It is forbidden to be in the street after 8 o'clock. The inhabitants of Namur must understand 
that there is no greater and more horrible crime than to compromise the existence of the town and the 
life of its citizens by criminal acts against the German army. 

" The Commander of the Town. 

"VON BULOW." 
" Namur, 25th August, 1914. (Printed by Chantraine.) " 

Proclamation posted at Namur on 25th August, 191^. 
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Dieses Haus ist 
zu Schiitzen 

Es isi sireng verbolen, ohne 
Genehmigung der Komman- 
dantup, Haiiser zu betreden 
Oder in Brand zuselzen. 








V • / ■ 




^nt- 







1. " Nicht plundern " (not 
to be sacked), an inscription in 
chalk on one of the few houses 
left intact at Dinant. 

2. Short notice posted on the 
door of certain houses. It bears 
an impression of the stamp of 
the commander of Louvain. 
Printed in German characters, 
these proclamations were evi- 
dently prepared before the war. 
They are stamped with the seal 
of the commander at the halting 
place or garrison. Translation: 
It is forbidden to pillage this 
house or to set it on fire with- 
out the authorisation from the 
Olfice of the Commander. 



3. Receipt for 100,000 francs, 
value of stock " found " in a 
garden at Nederzwalm and de- 
posited at the treasury of the 
15th Eeserve Division of the 
German army. 
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DAILY PILLAGE AND INCENDIARISM. 

"We passed the Belgian frontier on the 15th August, 1914, at 11.50 in the morning, and continued our march 
uninterruptedly along the main road until we reached the interior of the country. We had scarcely arrived there when a 
horrible sight presented itself to our eyes. The houses were completely destsoyed by fire. The inhabitants had been 
driven out and some of them killed. Not one in a hundred houses was spared. All had been sacked and burnt. We had 
scarcely passed through this large village before the succeeding one had been burnt, and so on in succession. . . 

EITEL ANDERS, Soldier. 

"24th August. A woman told us that the owner of the shop, a widow, had fled yesterday for fear of the English. 
Very good, Heinrich and I proceeded to break a window at the back. We entered the kitchen and there found a round 
loaf. We then went to the cellar, whence we brought out five bottles of wine and four bottles of beer. Then, finding all 
the connecting doors closed from above, we burst them in one after the other. By this means we reached the shop. There 
we found practically all we were looking for." 

HANS GEORG HARWART, Chasseur. 

"7lh August, 191 4. 8.30 on Friday we received the news that the English had disembarked in Belgium. Afterwards 
everything was destroyed and we continued to advance. On the way we saw many people who had been hanged." 

WITTILER, HnssAR. 

"October nth, 1914. There is one good thing, and that is that one is never thirsty. We drink five or six bottles of 
champagne a day, and for underclothing we have nothing but silk. When one is in need of underclothing one has simply 
to go inside a house and change. Naturally, most of the time there is nobody in the houses. When there are any people 
there they say, ' Monsieur, there is nothing left,' but for us the vi/ord ' nothing ' does not exist. These poor people inspire 
pity. But war is war. . . ." 

FRITZ HOLLMANN, Cavalryman. 

'.' 17th August. In the afternoon my eyes fell upon a little chateau belonging to one of the secretaries of the King, who 
was absent. Our men had conducted themselves there as veritable vandals. They had ransacked the cellars first, and 
then turned their attention to the sleeping rooms, where they scattered the objects all over the place. They had even made 
vain attempts to break the safe. Everything was upside down, magnificent tapestries, silk and even china vases. This is 
what happens when men are authorised to requisition for themselves. I am sttre that they have carried off a number of 
useless objects simply for the pleasure of pillaging." 

An OFricER of the 178TH Saxon Regiment. 

" . . . As for us men of Eisleben, we made our way towards the village with our guns under our arms. We entered 
first of all a house which we had not yet s^t on fire. There we found all we wanted. We had some pigeons roasted, but 
with very great caution because the best of these Belgians poisoned a great many things before escaping. B'inally we made 
a breakfast worthy of a Sunday. Farther on u large shop fell into our hands. I took thence three day shirts of very fine 
work, six pairs of stockings, a packet of cigarettes, matches, drawers, cigars, wine, beer, in short, all that we could make 
use of. We had scarcely left before the shop was in flames. No man can form an idea of all this, for everything, perhaps 
8,000 to 10,000 marks worth of merchandise, was destroyed by fire." 

KARL VOGELGESANG, Saxon Soldier. 

" We arrived as a battalion of the vanguard at Mellier. Here began the racket of war in its true sense. Everything 
eatable, eggs, lard, ham, bread, all was requisitioned and the great fart of the time nothing was paid for. The inhabitants 
were so terrified that they did not dare to make any claims. The population only speaks French, our soldiers make 
themselves understood by signs. 

" Mellier is situated on the main road which leads to Brussels. The station building was opened by force. (The traffic 
had ceased already for three weeks.) In this building was installed the office of the battalion and the hostages were also 
lodged there. It was piteous to see a man of 72 years of age and a white-headed priest compelled to pass the whole of the 
night in this place without any kind of comfort and without the most indispensable nourishment. The gate at which tickets 
were taken'was broken to pieces. Pourquoi? 

"Without delay the roads and the heights (the village is surrounded by hills on the right and left) were secured by 
advance posts of non-commissioned officers. Obstacles were placed across the entrances to the villages, such as carriages 
turned upsitie down, wooden beams, stones, &c. Beer was brought in cases for which a requisition receipt (which was 
certainly without any value) was given. Unfortunately one has had an opportunity of seeing the bete humainc 
aroused in many of .the soldiers. , There was seen good cause to ask if the 'kultur,' was not an external varnish. Bands 
composed of ruffians {Spitzbubenkemente) were stealing all they could lay hold of , ducks, chickens, &c. Unfortunately they 
were frequently encouraged by non-commissioned officers who were either badly instructed or were of the same temperament 
as the soldiers. They ransacked the houses like savages, in search of arms, without making any distinction of social 
rank. ... 

"... The men pillage in terrible fashion ; everything is ransacked in the houses and often destroyed. They 
strangle and then roast chickens, ducks, rabbits. . . . Small objects of atOre share the same lot. All rules of right are 
abolished and we are greatly injuring our reputation." 

A Non-commissioned Reserve Officer. 

All these documents are reproduced from campaign diaries in the possession of 
the Belgian, English and French Military authorities. 
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Continuation of the Diary of Gaston Klein 
(translation opposite). 



A page of the Diary of a soldier cyclist (unnamed) 
(translation opposite). 
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LOUVAIN AND AERSCHOT. 

". . . We continued our march towards Louvain. Here, in the district adjoining the station, 
there is not a house which has not been attacked or even destroyed. We disembarked from the train 
and entered the town which was in flames. Never have I seen such a thing. The most beautiful 
houses of the principal street were all on fire and the sack began, consisting principally in the seizure 
of the wine, and you should have seen the way this was done. Everybody had as much as he could 
carry. At night we slept in the barracks and carried off all we could possibly make use of . . . 

"... The 31st August we entered Aerschot in order to guard the station . . . and the 
2nd September I had a little respite of which I made use to visit the town. No one, without seeing 
it, could form an idea of the condition it is in. Men and women, and perhaps the priests also, took 
refuge in the church. Leon released twenty or thirty women who were there, but the men were 
detained. The women were all obliged to provide themselves with tickets in order to pass the posts, 
and all my life I shall never drink more wine than I drank here . . . 

"... On the 5th we again made a march of 50 kilometres as far as Diest in. order to obtain 
provisions. The ist company received the remainder. I killed three men and wounded four. The 
6th September was a day of rest. We only sent 300 Belgians to Germany, amongst whom were 22 priests. 
It was terrible to see the women and children bidding them farewell. All the people are incited by the priests 
who have preached in the churches that they should fire upon the Germans and kill them in order that they may 
enter into Heaven.^' 

Extracts from the diary of a soldier cyclist who began his service at Burg on the 
15 th August. 



" After Roosbeek we began to have an idea of the war : houses burnt, walls pierced by bullets, the 
face of the tovver carried away by shells, &c., a few isolated crosses marked the graves of the victims 
We arrived at. Louvain, which was a veritable military ants' nest. The battalion of the Landsturm of 
Halle arrived, dragging with it all kinds of things, especially bottles of wine, and amongst them there 
were many who were drunk. A parly of six cychsts were going round the town looking for lodgings. 
It presented such a picture of devastation that it would be impossible to imagine anything worse. 
Streets were blocked by burning and falling houses ; only a few remained standing. One had to walk 
over broken glass and bits of burning wood. The tram and telephone wires were dragging in the 
streets and obstructing them. 

" The stations, which were still standing, were filled with people billeted there. On returning to 
the station nobody knew what was to be done. At first a few troops only were to enter the town, but 
at that time the battalion was drawn up in close arrav xcith the intention of breaking into the first houses to 
carry off the wine and anything else under the name of ^ requisition.' They assembled, a disordered crowd, 
everybody going as he pleased. Officers went on in front to give a good example. 

" One night in barracks there were numbers of drunken men ; that was enough. 

" That day inspired me with a contempt which it is beyond me to describe." 

Extract from the diary of Gaston Klein, of the ist company of Landsturm, dated 
29th August, 19 14. V 

(The originals are deposited at the Belgian headquarters.) 
5183 G 
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A page of the diary of the Reservist 
Schlauter, 3rd Battery. 



A page of the campaign diary of the German soldier Philipp, 
of Kamenz (Saxony), 1st company of the 178th Regiment. 
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MASSACRES OF CIVILIANS. 

" 5th August, in front of the Fort of Fleron. The position was a dangerous one, as suspicious 
civilians were moving about. Houses i, 2, 3, 4, 5 were evacuated. The owners were arrested and 
shot the following day. Suddenly the village was bombarded. Our baggage train and the 4th Com- 
pany of the 27th Regiment hurried away ; having lost their way and being bombarded by their own 
artillery. From the point D.F. / shot a civilian, hitting him full in the forehead at a distance of 
400 metres, as we afterwards found." 

Extract from the diary of Kurt Hoffmann (ist company of the 4th Chasseurs). 
The text is accompanied by a plan in pencil. (From the file at the English 
War Office.) 

" 17th August. At 2 o'clock in the morning there was an alarm. Rifle shots were heard. We 
slept, our rifles under our arms, until day time. Previously I had passed by villages where fighting 
was taking place in the streets. We broke windows with the butt ends of our rifles and burned the houses, 
and immediately afterwards the same lot befell a large village, and so on as far as Liege. . . . 

" . . . 23rd August. . . . Three men and a woman were shot. We made prisoners of 
14 men and one woman ; the former were shot. We have set fire to everything which could be 
burned. Outside the village there were a few civilians. A lieutenant and I fired a few shots at them. 
They fled to the woods, after which we drank several bottles of champagne, and thus we avenged the 
blood ef our comrades. . . ." 

Extracts from the diary of Gustave Schopper of the 8th Reserve Hussars. (The 
original is in possession of the Belgian Staff.) 

" We got into the property of a well-to-do inhabitant, by a breach effected in the rear, and we 
occupied the house. Through a maze of rooms we reached the threshold. There was the body of 
the owner on the floor. Inside our men destroyed everything, like Vandals. Every corner was 
searched. Outside in the country, the sight of the villagers ivho had been shot defies all description. The 
volley had almost decapitated some of them. Every house had been searched to the smallest corner, 
and the inhabitants dragged from their hiding-places. The men were shot ; the women and children 
shut up in a convent, from which some shots were fired. Consequently, the convent is to be burnt. 
It can be ransomed, however, on the surrender of the guilty and on payment of 15,000 francs." 

Extract from the diary of a Saxon officer of the 178th regiment, dated 23rd 
August, 19 1 4. 

" In the evening, at 10 o'clock, the first battalion of the 178th regiment went down to the village 
that had been burnt to the north of Dinant. A sad and beautiful sight, and one that made you 
shudder. At the entrance of the village there lay about 50 dead bodies strewn on the road. They 
had been shot for having fired on our troops from ambush. In the course of the night many others 
were shot in the same way, so that we could count more thdn two hundred. The women and children, 
lamp in hand, were obliged to watch the horrible scene. We then ate our rice, in the midst of the 
corpses, for we had not tasted food since morning." 

Extract from the diary of the soldier, Phihpp Kamenz, 178th Saxon regiment. 

" Three hundred of the inhabitants were shot and the survivors were requisitioned as grave- 
diggers. You should have seen the women at this moment ! But you can't do otherwise. During 
our march on Wilot things went better : the inhabitants who wished to leave could do so and go 
where they liked. But anyone virho fired was shot. When we left Owele, shots were fired : but there, 
women and everything were fired on. . . ." 

Extract from the diary of the soldier, Schlauter ■ (3rd battery of 4th regiment of 
Field Artillery and the Guard). (These three diaries are in the possession of the 
French military authorities.) 
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Extract from the diary of Paul Glode, a soldier in a battalion of Pioneers* 







Extract from a campaign diary belonging to a soldier of the 1st battalion -' •^'-" ''"*■ '•""•^^ont. nf t.hp Guard. 
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THE KILLING OF THE WOUNDED. 

" After to-day no more prisoners will be taken. All prisoners are to be killed. Wounded, with or 
without arms, are to be killed. Even prisoners already grouped in convoys are to be killed. Let not a 
single living enemy remain behind us. 

" ist Lieutenant commanding the company, Stoy ; the Colonel commanding the regiment, Neubauer ; 
the General commanding the brigade, Senger." 

General order addressed on the 26th August by General Stenger, commanding 
ihe 5th German Bjigade. (Reproduced from the statement of German prisoners 
interned in. France.) 

" In the trench alongside the highway were lying some Frenchmen in open order. Although none 
of them was wounded all had the appearance of being dead; When we approached them certain of 
them raised their hands and cried out : " Pardon, camarade." What were we to do ? We had been 
forbidden to make any prisoners'' 

Letter from a German soldier published in the Konslanzcr Zeitung of 

5th October, 1914. 

" 12th August 1914. In Belgium. It is easy to imagine the fury of our soldiers, when you see the 
villages that have been destroyed. There is not one house left undamaged. All eatables are 
requisitioned by the soldiers no longer under command. We have seen on several occasions a number 
of men and women who had been executed after sentence passed on them. Little children were 
running round looking for their mothers. Dogs chained up were left with nothing to eat or drink, 
while the houses were burning over their heads. But the just anger of our soldiers goes hand in hand 
with sheer vandalism. In some villages which had already been deserted they " set up the red cock " 
on all the houses (burnt them). The inhabitants sadden me. If they use disloyal weapons, after all 
they are but defending their country. The atrocities that these civilians have been and are guilty of 
are avenged in a savage manner. Mutilation of the wounded is the order of the day." 

Extract from the diary of the soldier Paul Glode. (File at the French Ministry 

of War.) 

" October 2nd. The Bavarians no longer make prisoners." 

From the diary of K. Barthel, a sergeant in the 2nd company of the Foot Guard. 
(File at the British War Office.) 

"August 24th. Before the village of Ermeton .... We took 1,000 prisoners; at least ^00 
prisoners were killed. The village was burned because the inhabitants also had fired. Two civilians 
were also shot. In searching a house for beds we found exceptionally good food ; bread, wine, butter, 
jam, preserved fruits, and many other things formed our booty . . We washed ourselves clean of 

blood and cleaned our bayonets . . ." 

Extract from the diary of a soldier of the ist Regiment of the Guard (in the 

possession of the British authorities.) 
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Types of German ambulance attendant s with arms and cartridge cases, photographed at Louvain. 
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THE GERMAN CONSCIENCE. 

" If a blinded and maddened population treacherously attacks and slaughters without pity the brave 
sons of our people who are facing death for their country, as well as the wounded, doctors and hospital 
nurses — if bands of men endanger the safety of the lines of communication of the armies, self- 
preservation requires that extreme measures should immediately be adopted against them. Indeed, it is a 
sacred duty of the mihtary commanders to take such measures. In such a case the innocent will have 
to suffer with the guilty. The repeated instructions of the command of our army have allowed no doubt to 
subsist as to this matter. It is no doubt to be regretted that in repressing these infamous acts it should 
be impossible to spare human lives, and that isolated houses as well as flourishing villages, and even 
entire towns, should be annihilated, but this should not provoke misplaced sentimentality. All that we 
may destroy is, in our eyes, less in value than the life of a single one of our brave soldiers. That is self- 
evident, and indeed, properly speaking, it is not necessary to mention it. 

" . . . Whoever speaks here of barbarity commits a crime. Rigorously to carry out a duty is to 
obey a mandate of a high civilisation (Kultur), and in that matter the population of the enemy's country 
has only to take a lesson from our army." 

Extract from a proclamation addressed on the 29th August, 1914, at Munster, by 
General Baron Von Bissing, to the population in the district of the 7th Army 
Corps. 



" In an order of the day, I recently appealed to the public not to display false and misplaced 
sentiments of sympathy towards the prisoners of war. You should show more of a German conscience. 

" Must I again repeat this remonstrance? It would seem so. According to the reports which have 
been submitted to rne, all kinds of dainties, and in particular chocolates, have again been offered to the 
prisoners in spite of the prohibitions which hnve been issued, and that at Munster as well as elsewhere. 
Are you so full of pity for others and so anti-German in spirit that you do not hear the cries of distress 
of our own prisoners in France ? You may be sure that they are not offered chocolate there. Un- 
fortunately, it is not possible completely to isolate from the outside world the prisoners of my district. 
I have, therefore, been obliged to put an end to the commerce in provisions, and dainties which has 
been established in the encampments without my authority. It is mostly children and young people, 
and in particular little girls, who crowd round the prisoners unceasingly. They are entirely wanting in 
good breeding. It is for their relatives and the schools to alter this state of things. 

" If these warnings should remain without result, recourse will be had to e.vemplary punishment in 
order to put a stop to this anti-German conduct. It is on the sentiment of the young generation that the 
future of our country depends. 

" The General Commanding, 

"VON BISSING." 

Order of the Government of the encampment of the prisoners at Munster, 
published by the Dusseldorfer Tageblatt on the nth December, 1914. 
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Photograph of a letter found on the 25th September, 1914, south of Baserode (environs of Louvain). 

\_Translaliou opposite.] 
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" Dear Brother, 



THE KIND OF MENTALITY REQUIRED. 

" Schleswig, 25.8.14. 



" I lately obtained your address through Frederick, and 1 trust that you will receive the present 
letter in good time before your regiment leaves for Brussels. No doubt should you have already started 
my letter will be forwarded. 

" As you know I am attached to the Lazaretto here and I shall remain here for a long time yet, 
perhaps altogether, although I should much like to go with a field ambulance, as an Inspector of 
ambulances. But I shall certainly remain here until the middle of September. 

" You will shortly go to Brussels with your regiment as you know. Take care to protect yourself 
against these Civilians, especially in the villages. Do not let anyone of them come near you. Fire 
without pity on everyone of them who comes too near. They are very clever, cunning fellows these 
Belgians, even the women and children are armed and fire their guns. Never go inside a house, 
especially alone. If you take anything to drink make the inhabitants drink first, and keep at distance 
from them. The newspapers related numerous cases in which they have fired on our soldiers whilst they were 
drinking. You soldiers must spread around so much fear of yourselves that no civilian will venture to 
come near you. Remain always in the company of others. / hope that you have read the newspapers and 
that you knou) how to behave. Above all have no compassion for these cut-throats. Make for them without 
pity with the butt-end of your rifle and the bayonet. 

"You will have learnt the news of the great victories. When you arrive in Belgium our soldiers 
would probably have crossed the Franco-Belgian frontier. Keep well. I hope that you will come back 
to the house in good health. May you prosper. • Best greetings. 

" Your brother, 

"WILLI." 

(Translation of the letter opposite.) 

What a German Doctor wrote to a soldier in the field. 



" loth August, 1914. — We dined at Minden in a brewery. We were received and looked after 
everywhere most courteously. We heard here the story of the deeds of terror and cruelties 
perpetrated by the Belgians at Liege. A Surgeon General was billeted on the Burgomaster. When 
he sat down at table he was seized from behind by his host and his throat was cut. Wounded men 
were taken into a sham hospital. When the Red Cross came back with the materials for bandages it 
was found that the eyes of all the wounded men had been taken out and their hands tied behind their 
backs. On one of the prisoners they found some fingers which had been cut off from an officer with 
the rings on them." 

Extract from the diary of the soldier K. Barthel (filed at the English War Office) 

What German soldiers arc told before llicir departure. 
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THE KIND OF MENTALITY REQUIRED. 

" Lebbeke, 6.9.14. 
" Dear Aunt Emma, 

" I am much shocked on reaHsing that I forgot your birthday and that my letter will also be too 
late for the birthday of Aunt Marie. What is the use of almanacs if one does not look around one 
from time to time, but I have never had as good an excuse as I have this time, and for one who is not 
taking part in the war it is an extraordinary thing, and there are certainly extenuating circumstances 
for forgetfulness. 

" I have become little by little so accustomed to the war that everything appears to me to be 
natural. One is astonished sometimes when one passes by a village which has not been destroyed by fire, 
whgn one is not obliged to start marching at midnight, or when it happens that for a whole day one does 
not see a franc-tireur shot. In the evening we sit down comfortably at table and eat black bread and 
bacon, and drink red wine which belonged to a Cure who ivas shot, and it gives us pleasure to see how well those 
houses blazed from which shots have been fired. We sleep almost all together. If we have not sufficient 
protection we keep loaded revolvers at our side. I have not yet made use of one, but it is not advisable 
to go for a walk without a revolver. Our captain who, to be frank, is excessively cautious, goes so far 
as to take with him, by way of a guard, two ambulance bearers armed with revolvers and riHes 
whenever he has to 'make his way in the evening to a solitary spot. To our great satisfaction the 
intelligent surgeon of the army corps, who is the chief officer, Reiske by name, has spoken in praise of 
our activity, which has evidently given much pleasure to our energetic staff doctor. We are awaiting 
the fall of Antwerp, which will be considerably hastened by the attack to take place in the next few 
days. We shall then probably quit for ever this treacherous country' and make, as I hope, for England, 
as soon as the sea passage is clear, a matter which the fleet will meantime see to. Otherwise we shall 
make for Russia, for it is quite certain that before long France will be the scene of a final battle. 
News takes a long time to reach me from the home, and it is a long time since I have heard] from 
Marguerite. I hope that everybody is in good health. Write often when you have time, for it is a 
pleasure to see any sign of life. News from the field of battle reaches us eight clays later than it does 
those who have remained at home, but I prefer being here and regret only one circumstance, namely, 
that I am not able to take part in the fighting. Once more cordial greetings and best wishes for your 
birthdays to yourself and Aunt Marie. 

" Yours, 

" FRITZ." 

Literal translation of the letter opposite. (From Ihe file of the Belgian Staff.) 



What a Doctor m the Field writes to Germany. 

" You write to me about the Belgians. They have only themselves to thank that their country 
has been thus devastated. I have seen all the great towns attacked and the villages besieged and set 
on fire. At Tongres we were attacked by the population in the evening when it was dark. An 
immense number of shots were exchanged for we were exposed to fire on four sides. Happily we had 
only one man hit, he died the following day. We killed two women, and the men were shot next day." 

Unfinished letter written by a German soldier to his brother-in-law. (From 
the file of the Enghsh Staff.) 

The information which the German population is given. 
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1. German Staff photographed inside the Hotel de Ville at Louvain. 

2. The Hotel de Ville in the midst of ruins only spared because it served as the quarters of the 
superior officers. 
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AFTER A MONTH OF WAR: DAILY AND SYSTEMATIC 

CALUMNY. 



" I solemnly protest to you against the fashion in which this war is being carried on by our 
adversaries, whose methods are such as to make it one of the most barbarous wars of history. . . . 

" Apart from the use of these monstrous weapons, the Belgian Government has encouraged the 
civil population to take part in the fighting, and has for a long time carefully organised the resistance. 
The cruelties perpetrated in this guerilla warfare even by women anil priests on wounded soldiers, 
doctors, and hospital nurses (doctors have been killed and ambulances burned) were such that our 
i^eiiemls were conipelled at last to adopt extreme measures for the punishment of the .guilty and to 
terrorise the bloodthirsty y>()/i!;/o//();z, thus preventing it from continuing tliis shameful practice. 

"Villages and even the ancient Cilv of Lonvain (with the exception of the magniBcent Hotel de 
Villa) had to be destroyed for the protection of our troops." 

Telegram sent by Emperor William to President Wilson, 4th September, 1914. 

" Tlie cruelties in qucslioii are the blinding of the wounded, cutting out of tongues, castration, 
members cut off, wounded killed when they were already lying on transport stretcliers, odious attacks 
by the population. Monks who the day before had welcomed our men took the most active part at 
night in sudden attacks, revolver in hand, etc., etc." 

From a private letter of Prince Henri XXXI H of Reuss communicated to the 
neutral press by an official telegram from Berlin, Thursday, 28th August, 1914. 

''^4 Catholic priest was arrested in his church. It appears that he had given the enemy information 
as to our positions. He had to walk between our bavonets, and the perspiration poured clown his face. 
The old man did not seem to find much pleasure in this forced march ! " 

Extract from the diary of a marine gunner, 7th Company, 4th Regiment. 

" We have to contend constantly with francs-tirenrs and are ohlii>eit (underlined in the text) to destroy 
Hourishing spots in order to avenge the murder of our comrades." 

Letter from a soldier of the 200th Regiment 43 Div. XXII C.A.R. to Eugene 
Scheufer, Berlin. 

" The Belgian soldiers . . . fire at the backs of our troops, they tear oft' the ears and pierce 
the eyes of those who fall into their hands. Tlie people are fanatic ami niuler the thnml-i of the priests : 
they carry out blindly the priests' orders, not troubling themselves whether their obedience to them will 
bring them to death or not. They are the slaves of the priests." 

Extract from the war diary of tlie muskateer Franz Schmiedt (ist Baft, of 
Landsturm, identification badge No. 20). 




" Gott mit uns." German device inscribed on the soldiers' belts. 



" What mc hear about our soldiers is the product oj our private life." Of them we can confidently 
say : " God is with our work." 

Words spoken at Berlin on 12th March, 1915, by D. Nahling, Privy Councillor. 
The Empress sent a representative to his lecture, passages from which are 
produced by the Norddeiitscher Allgenieine Zcitiing of 13th March, 1915. 
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AFTER EIGHT MONTHS OF WAR : POSITIVE AND OFFICIAL 

REFUTATION. 

"We have already been able to establish the falseness of a great number of assertions which have been 
made with great precision and published everywhere in the press, concerning alleged cruelties com- 
mitted by the populations of the countries with which Germany is at war upon German soldiers and 
civilians. We are now in a position to silence two others of these fantastic stories. 

"The War Correspondent of the "Berliner Tageblatt" spoke a few weeks ago of cigars and 
cigarettes filled with powder alleged to have been given' out or sold to our soldiers with diabolical 
intent. He even pretended to have seen with his own eyes hundreds of this kind of cigarettes. We 
learn from an authentic source that this story of cigars and cigarettes is nothing but a brazen 
invention. Stories of soldiers whose eyes are alleged to have been torn out by francs-tireurs are 
circulated throughout Germany. Not a simile case of this kind has been officially established. In every 
instance where it has been possible to verify the story its inaccuracy has been demonstrated. 

" It matters little that reports of this nature bear an appearance of positive certitude, or are even 
vouched by eye-witnesses. The desire for notoriety, the absence of criticism, and personal error play 
an unfortunate part in the days in which we are living. Every nose shot off or simply bound up, every 
eye removed, is immediately transformed into a nose or eye torn off by the francs-tireurs. Already the 
" Popular Gazette of Cologne " has been able, contrary to the very categorical assertions of Aix-la- 
Chapelle, to prove that there was no soldier with his eyes torn out in the field ambulance at this town. 
It was said, also, that people wounded in this way were under treatment in the neighbourhood of 
Berlin, but whatever enquiries have been made in regard to these reports, their absolute falsity has been 
demonstrated. At length these reports were concentrated at Gross Lichterfeld. A newspaper 
pubhshed at noon, and widely circulated in Berlin, printed a few days ago in large type the news that 
at the Lazaretto of Lichterfeld alone there were ' ten German soldiers, only slightly wounded, whose 
eyes had been wickedly torn out.' But to a request for information by comrade Leibknecht the 
following written reply was sent by the chief medical officer of the above-mentioned field hospital, 
dated the i8th of the month : — 

" Sir, 

" Happily there is no truth whatever in these stories. 

" Yours obediently, 

" Professor RAUTENBERG." 

Extract from the Vorwaerts of Berlin, 22nd October, 1914. 



" Officially, no instance has been proved of persons having fired, with the help of priests, from the towers 
of churches. All that has been made known up to the present, and that has been made the object of 
inquiry, concerning alleged atrocities attributed to Catholic priests during this war, has been shown to 
be false and altogether imaginary, without any exception. Our Emperor telegraphed to the President 
of the United States of America that even women and priests had committed atrocities during this 
guerilla warfare on wounded soldiers, doctors and nurses attached to the field ambulances. How this 
telegram can be reconciled with the fact stated above (that there is nothing against the priests) we shall 
not be able to learn until after the war." 

Signed, Lorenz Muller, and published in prominent type in the German 
scientific review, Der Fels. 





Types of German officers and soldiers photographed at Louvain. The man in the centre of the group 

has a serrated bayonet. 
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UNDER THE GERMAN YOKE. 



" He who travels to-day in Belgium must harden his heart, for every step that he takes reminds 
him how terrible it must be to have lost one's liberty in one'.s own country, and he thinks with horror 
what would be his own feelings in a similar extremity." 

Sven Hedin, Ein Volk m Waficn, page 124. 
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The Parliament of a free country : the Assembly Room of the House of Representatives at Brussels 

transformed into a dormitory for the troops. 



" The occupying State shall regard itself only as administrator and usufructuary of the public 

buildings . . ." 

Article 55 of the Hague liules of War. 
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SYSTEMATIC EXPROPRIATION, 

" Neither requisition in kind nor services can be demanded from communes or inhabitants except 
for the necessities of the Army of Occupation. 

" They must be in proportion to the resources of the country. . , . 

" Supplies in kind shall as far as possible be paid for in ready money ; if not, their receipt shall be 
acknowledged and the payment of the amount due shall be made as soon as possible." 

Article 52 of the Hague Rules of War. 

" This forcible expropriation of private property was followed in the whole of Belgian territory 
under occupation by a policy of spoilation organized by the German authorities which the official order 
of the German headquarters announced would be put into force from the 27th August, igi^- 

" ' The Landsturm will be called out to secure the lines of communication and for the supervision' 
of Belgium. This country, placed under German administration, v^'ill have to provide for the military 
requirements of all kinds /// order to relieve the Genuan territories.' 

"Disguised under the name of requisitions this expropriation is no less contrary to the rules of 
International Law than the violation, by the German armies of private property. It constitutes- a 1. 
flagrant violation of Articles 23(g), 46 and 52, of the regulations concerning the laws and custonls of 
war on land, annexed to the 4th Hague Convention : it moreover ignores the engagements entered into 
in Belgium by the German authorities themselves. These authorities at the time they imposed upon, 
the Belgian provinces a heavy war contribution of 40 million francs per month after the enormotis' 
requisitions, impositions and fines of every kind to which the communes and Belgian citizens Wer^; 
subjected, found themselves compelled to put an end to the system which they had hitherto adopted. 

" Belgian agriculture, manufactures and commerce have not suffered in a less degree. The produce 'of 
cattle rearing, raw materials, manufacture produce and machine tools have been seized and carried off. 
to Germany without regard to any right." 

Extract from the 13th Report of the Committee of Inquiry. 

"It is impossible to furnish any complete estimate as to requisitions or imposition of lines o'r' 
destruction of property. The total number must be enormous. 

" The German invaders have requisitioned grain, provisions, cattle and horses both in the towns 
and in the country ; they have also requisitioned stores of cotton and wool, raw material as well as 
manufactured products, copper fixtures, parts of the installation of certain factories, motor cars, benzine 
and all kinds of implements which might be useful in the manufacture of arms and munitions. In the 
course of our journeys across Belgium we scarcely saw any cattle, and literally no pigs or horses. 
Some of the villages have been completely destroyed. A certain number of houses have been burnt in 
nearly all the villages and all the towns on the principal roads by which the invasion has taken place. 
In most cases the inhabitants did not have time to save anything, with the exception of a few clothes 
on their backs. 

" The destruction of implements and plant cannot be estimated. In the smallest villages through 
which the army passed, no less than in some of the great towns, as Louvain and Maliiies in which 
fighting took place or which were completely destroyed by fire, all the houses left standing have been 
pillaged. We noticed in several of these houses that the furniture which it was impossible to carry away wch 
broken to pieces. 

" The ravages thus caused have not been repaired ; indeed, very little has been done to made good 
the material damage caused by the passage of the troops." 

Extract from a report published at New York on 14th February by the 
Rockefeller Foundation. 
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Court Room of the Assize Court, Courts of Justice at Brussels, transformed into a Guard room. 
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THE REIGN OF INFORMERS AND ARBITRARY TRIALS. 

" Numerous complaints have been addressed to me m my capacity of President of the Order of 
Advocates by my compatriots, protesting against grave abuses, in particular with reference to the 
adoption of repressive measures. It is not for me to decide as to the justice of these complaints, but 
they reveal none the less a situation which one cannot possibly disregard. This task is one which falls 
on the Bar. ... 

"... Looking at things as a whole, without passion or prejudice, a lawyer cannot fail to 
acknowledge that everything in the German judicial organisation in Belgium is contrary to the principles 
of Law. ... 

"It is justice uncontrolled, the judge left to himself, that is, to his impressions, his prejudices and 
his surroundings. It means a prisoner abandoned in his helplessness, alone and at the mercy of his 
all-powerful adversary. 

" The establishment of a form of justice uncontrolled and therefore offering no guarantee is for us 
the most dangerous and the most oppressive of all illegalities. We cannot conceive of justice as a 
juridical or moral possibility without liberty of defence. 

■' Libeirty of defence means that light will be thrown on all the details of the trial, that the voice 
of the public conscience will make itself heard at the Pretorium. It means that in the interest of the 
unfoi-tunate, as in the interest of justice and of Right itself, everything may be said, though in the most 
respectful terms, and everything may be dared. 

" This principle is one of the great conquests of our domestic history ; it is the foundation stone 
of individual liberty. 

" What are your means of obtaining information ? 

"Apart from the judges regularly constituted there are the secret police and informers. 

" The Secret Police, without a uniform or badge to denote their office, mingle with the populace 
in the streets, and cafes, and on the tramway platforms, listening to conversation, seeking to hear 
secrets, on the watch, not only for actions, but for intentions. 

" The host of informers has, they say, multiplied. Of what value can be their statements, inspired 
as they are by hatred, rancour, or low cupidity ? Such auxiliaries cannot bring to the workings of 
justice any useful co-operation. 

" If we add to this complete absence of control and defence temporary detention or prolonged 
imprisonment, if we add to it the domiciliary perquisitions, we shall have an almost complete view of 
the moral torture to which are subjected, at this moment, our aspirations, our thoughts and our 
hberties. ... 

" Does there exist a moral force which is superior to justice ? This latter dominates all the others. 
Old as humanity itself, eternal as is the desire of men and nations to be and to feel themselves protected, 
it is the basis of all civilisation. Art and Science are its tributories ; religions exist and prosper under 
its asgis. Is it not a religion in itself ? 

" Belgium has raised a temple to it within its capital. 

" This temple, which is our pride, has been transformed into barracks. A very small part of it, which 
is becoming daily smaller still, is reserved for the Courts and Tribunals ; and the Magistrates and 
Advocates reach it by a back staircase. 

" Painful as are the conditions under which it is called upon to administer Justice, the Bench has, 
nevertheless, decided to sit. The Bar is solid with it. Accustomed to live in an atmosphere of deference 
and of dignity, it no longer recognises itself amid the scenery of a guard-house. Indeed, can we say 
that Justice is still Justice when surrounded by so little sign of respect ? 

" What offends us is not the proximity of your soldiers ; we honour in them their patriotism and 
their courage. What offends us is the contact of bayonets and the thousand undefinable things which 
necessarily accompany the. lodging of soldiers in barracks. What wounds us is the little regard which 
seems to be professed for our persons and our functions." 

Extracts from a protest addressed to the German Governor by the President of 
the Order of Advocates at Brussels. 
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Verkauf 
von Beiitepferden 

durch die Landwirtsch^tskammer untet^ 
MitwirkungderRheinisdieii Pferdezeatral^ 

am Dienstag den 27 Oktober u. Mittwoch 

den 28. Oktober, von tO Uhr ab 

auf dem Schlachthof in Coin. 

Es gelangen 400 Beutepferde (Absatzfohlen, Jahrlinge,' 
Zweijahrige, Gebrauchspferde, 8 Hengsle) zur Versteigerung. 

Als AnkSufer sind niar Lrf&ndwirte aus der Rheinprovins 
und den benachbarten Provinzen zugelassen, die sich als 
solche durch eine amtiiche Bescheinigung ausweisen kOnnen 
und die sich schriithch verpflichten, die Pferde nur im eigenen 
landwirtschaftlichen Betriebe zu verwenden. 

Die genauen Bedingungen werden vor Beginn der Ver- 
steigerung verlesen. 

Der Verksuf eriolgt ofcao Gcratstio was ^o^a Biu*- 

Zum Versteigerungsplatze haben nur Landwirte, dis sich 
als solche durch eine amtiiche Bescheinigung ausweisen 
jnussen, Zutritt. Re 

I — Brabancon stallions and mares collected in the Park of Brussels previously to being exported to 

Germany. 
II.— Notice of the sale of these horses as booty of war ' K'ohmdtc ZcHnng, 24th October, 1914). 
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A LONG COVETED NATIONAL SOURCE OF WEALTH. 

" The Belgian stock of draught horses has long been famous. In the last 20 years the breeders, 
encouraged and' supported by the Government, have succeeded in bringing the stock of these horses to 
such a degree of perfection that this branch of national activity had become an important source of 
wealth. Most of the continental countries came to Belgium for their supplies of draught horses. 
Gennanv was otic of the best customers for drauiiht horses reared in Belgium. She imported every year 
from Belgium horses to the value of more th^:n 24 million francs." 

Extract from the 13th Report of the Committee of Inquiry. 

" General Depot for Horses. 

" The Commission for the purchase of horses will sit on Monday, 3rd November, at 3 o'clock 
(4 o'clock German time), at the Grand Place, Thuillies. 

"■ All carriage and saddle horses as well as yearling foals must be brought before this Commission. 
'' Carriage horses must be, if possible, provided with their working harness. Putehases will be 
paid in ready money and without any rebate. 

" For tl,ie German Gsneral Government. 

" The Officer in Charge of the Central Depot for Horse?. 
"Any persons, neglecting to bring their horses to the Commission will be liable to have their stock 
requisitioned'without indeinnitv." 

>sIotice posted in the villages of the breeding districts during October and 

■ , ISfbvemlsei:!, ,1.914 :— 

" Belgian foals. 

" More than 6o-'h;ead of horse' directly imported from Belgium, between the ages of 2 and 3 years, 
including 6 stallions, will be sold to the highest bidders on Tuesday, the 2nd February, at 10 o'clock in 
the morning, at the Magervichhof, by order of the Minister of Agriculture, Domains and Forests. 

" No purchases, can be made by others than the farmers of the various districts of the country 
who can prove themsfilves to be such by an official document. 

" The sale will take place in the open air. 

" The horses can be examined from the early hours of the morning. It is requested that men may 
be sent to take imniedi^-te delivery of the horses purchased. 

" Viehcentrale Magervichhof, 

" Friedi-ichsfelde, Berlin." 

Deutsche T.ageszeitung, 2nd February, 1915. 

. r "■ "Sale of Belgian horses and mares, Booty of war. 

"A sale will be.'held on- Thursday, 15th October, at 10 o'clock in the morning, and on Friday, i6th 
October, at 9 o'clock, on the grounds of the slaughter house of Cologne, on behalf of the Chamber of 
Agriculture, with the. assistance of the Central Horse Rearing Society of the Rhine. 

" There will be offered for sale a war booty of 260 horses and 54 mares between the ages of 4 and 5 
years, most of tkem in foal. (Friday afternoon at i o'clock.) 

" Horses taken as booty of war can only be bought for the farming of the Rhenish provinces or 
bordering provinces.;, 'The purchasers must produce an official certificate proving the fulfilment of this 
condition and sign „^ a cpntract undertaking to employ their horses entirely for the purposes of 
agricultural developrhent. The mares used lor breeding which have been taken back for the account 
of the Chamber of A!gricplture can only be purchased by the farmers of the Rhenish provinces, who 
must undertake, in writing, to employ them for at least 3 years for breeding purposes. 

"The cgnditions^qf sale }^illl?^, read,, at. the opening. The Sale will take place without guarantee 
and the purchase money fnust:be ''paid, in cash. ' The approaph to the tneadow in which the sale will 
take place is reserved'-exclii^ively for persons holding, an' bfficial certificate proving that they are 
farmers.'! 

Kolnische Zeitung, 15th October, 19 14. 



Arr6t6 

t. L'exportation hovs de Belgiqne 
de machines i travaiUer le metal est 
interdite. Toat essai d'exporter des 
maoWnes da oe genre entrainera la 
confiscation de oes machines. 

2. Exception est faite poor les ma- 
cdines qui sont export^es en Alle- 
magne enr I'ordre da Goavernement 
ueneral. 

3. Get arrflt* entre anssitot en 
vigneur. 

Brnxelles, le 17 fevrier igrS. 
Le Gouvemeur O^n^ral en Belgigue, 
Baron vok HISSING, 
Colonel O^n^tal. 
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(Translation.) 
BY ORDER. 

1. The exportation from Belgium of machinery for 
working in metal is forbidden. Any machinery of this 
nature which it is attempted to export will be con- 
fiscated. 

2. Exception is made in the case of machinery 
exported to Germany by order of the General Govern- 
ment. 

3. This order will be enforced immediately. 

Brussels, 17th February, 1915. 

The Governor General in Belgium, 
Baron voN BISSING, 



Colonel General. 
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Padaflogium zy Bad pyrmoni 

Piivai Realschule (Kl. VI- b eileili Einjahrigen-Zeugnis (bisner 
664). Ostei- u. Hcrbslverbet^ung. Giile Verpileg u Aulsicht /pe 



Neuwied am Rhein 

Zehnklassige hfihere Madchen^cbuie u. Pensionat 
.— --""lir evanprfflergem""" 

Hi4) Prospcld dutch dgn niieklot.H. Gammert. 



Ueber Mobeltransporte 

aus den Haiiptorten nh 

Belgiens nach Deutschland 

iind Oesterrelch Ungarn erleill, Aiiskiinlle u Kosleaanschl£l|je 

Speditions & Lagerhaus Akt.Ges. Aachen. 



*■*«■ 



(Vi 

Wir lietetn HoUbaracken zui Unterbringung von Qe- 
fangenen fur die QrolSindustiic iind stSdt. Veiwallungen 
Kostenlose Angebote. Kiirzeste Lleferfrlst. 

I. Becher & Co., U.-Barmen. 



I.— German notice communicated to a Belgian newspaper published by permission of the censor 
concerning the removal of machinery from Belgium to Germany. 

II.— Advertisement of a transport agent residing at Aix-la-Chapelle concerning the removal of 
furniture to Belgium. 



( 121 ) 

INDUSTRIAL RUIN. 

" An army of occupation can only take possession of cash, funds and realizable securities which 
are strictly the property of the State, depots of arms, means of transport, stores and supplies, and, 
generally, all movable property of the State which may be used for operations of war. 

" All appliances, whether on land, at sea, or in the air, adapted for the transmission of news or for 
the transport of persons or goods apart from cases governed by maritime law, depots of arms, and, 
generally, all kinds of war material may be seized, even though belonging to private persons, but they 
must be restored and indemnities for them regulated at the peace." 

Article 53 of the Hague Rules of War. 

" It appears from a complaint addressed to the Governor-General of Belgium by the Federation 
of Belgian Builders, dated 22nd January, that the German authorities entered factories and announced 
their intention of taking possession of the machine tools with which they were stocked. These machines 
were taken to pieces, and many were removed and sent to Germany without any document being given 
to the proprietor stating the nature, number and value of the tools seized. By the 21st January the 
value of the machines seized exceeded 16 million francs. 

" Moreover, by the terms of a contract between the Royal Feldzeugineisterei, of Berlin, and the firm 
of Sonnenthal, junior, of Cologne, the latter places itself at the disposal of the Feldzeugmeisterei, with 
a view to forward by the quickest route to the German factories which have received orders for 
ammunition, the machines seized in the invaded territory of Belgium and France. It undertakes also to 
return these machines after the war to the Belgian and French factories to which they belong. 

" The firm has the right and is under the obligation, with the assistance of the gun foundry of 
Liege, to set up in the factories of the territory under occupation machinery suitable for the manufacture 
of ammunition, and to advise as to the seizure of these machines. 

" The Royal Government indignantly protests against acts which are in flagrant violation of 
Article 53 of the Regulations annexed to the Fourth Hague Convention. The list contained in 
Article 53 is limited, and does not authorise either the seizure or the transport to another country 
of industrial machinery ; such machinery should on all occasions be left untouched when it is 
private property. (Article 46.) 

" The removal of the machines neutralises the efforts of the manufacturers to maintain some 
activity at their factories, condemns numerous workmen to idleness and to starvation, and will have 
the result of retarding the recovery of trade after the war. 

" Finally, the German Authorities also systematically disregarded the terms of Article 52 of the 
above-mentioned rules, under which requisitions in kind cannot be levied on communes or inhabitants 
except for the needs of the army of occupation. 

" I may mention by way of example : — 

" {a) Advertisements in the German newspapers of sales to German farmers of stallions, mares 
and foals requisitioned in Belgium ; 

" (6) The despatch to Germany and on the Russian front of wines taken from private persons. 

" (c) The systematic felling of walnut trees, which are sent into Germany to be used for rifle 
stocks : 

" (d) The seizure and transport to Germany of raw materials belonging to private persons, such 
as cotton, hemp, india-rubber, wool, nickel, copper or leather, the value of which amounts to 
• tens of millions of francs ; 

" (e) The requisition in the suburbs of Jodoigne and in the district of Geer of 130 oxen and a 
large number of pigs, which were forwarded to Germany. 

■" These illegal requisitions are all the more reprehensible in that they affect a population already 
ruined by the War, and deprive it of provisions absolutely indispensable to its subsistence." 

Protest of the Belgian Government addressed to neutral countries. 
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AVIS 



Par ordre de I'autorite 
allemande, il est prescrit : 

|o ALX MAhCHAlNDS DE VIIN ; 

20 A TOUS LKS HABITANTS UK CHAHLKUOI 
KT DE l/AUKOiNDISSEME.XT DE CHAUI.EROI. de 

dresser la lisle deloiis ics vins ((u'ils out en cave, en indi(|iiant 
le nninhre des luls et des hoiileilles, el les dillerenls crus. 
CES LISTES DOIVE.NT ftTKE IIEMISES A r.'HOTEL 
DE VTLLL, PLACE CHARLES ii, AVA.Tr >IAI«DI 
•24 COURANT. 

Ces vins ne peuvent plus, jusqu'a nouvel ordre, 6lre enleve^ 
iles caves des proprielaires. lis doivcnl 6lre reserves en \uede 
la consoinmalion eveniuelle de {'arrnee de campagne el suronl 
rt'qiiisilionnesconlre paieineni, d'abord chez les negocianl$, puis 
chez les habilanls. 

Celui qui ne donoera pas une declaralion e\acle avant 
la dale precilee aura son vin confisque; 

Charleroi, le 18 INovemfbre 1914. 

Der Kreishauptmann 
YON OIEST 

Oberst 



Q77t • Imv ADarcmuiiM at ^V&rltu. ma PalsaaaC JVB«I. 

Translation.) NOTICE. 

BY ORDER OF THE GERMAN AUTHORITIES IT IS REQUIRED :— 

(1) OF WINE MERCHANTS ; 

(2) OF ALL THE INHABITANTS OF CHARLEROI AND OF THE DISTRICT OF CHARLEROI 

to draw up a list of all the wines they have in their cellars, showing the number of barrels and bottles and the different 
vintages. THESE LISTS MUST BE DEPOSITED AT THE HOTEL DE VILLE, PLACE CHARLES II, BEFORE 
TUESDAY, 24TH INSTANT. 

These wines must not, until further order, be removed from the cellars of the proprietors. They must be preserved 
with a view to their possible consumption by the army in the field, and will be requisitioned against payment, first, from 
the merchants, and afterwards from the inhabitants. 

Wine belonging to anyone who does not make an exact statement before the above-mentioned date, will be confiscated. 

Charleroi, i8th November 1914. . 

Der Kreishauptmann 

VON DIEST 
Oberst. 
Notice posted at Charleroi on the 18th November, 1914. 
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SEIZURE" OF RAW MATERIALS. 



"Grain 

Linseed... 

Oil Cakes 

Nitrates... 

Animal and Vegetable oils 

Petrol and Mineral oils 

Cotton stuffs ... 

India Rubber ... 

Leather goods imported from abroad 

Hair 

Ivory 

Wood 

Cocoas ... 
Wines ... 

Rice 

Coffee 



Francs. 

18,000,000 

2,450,000 

5,000,000 

4,000,000 

6,000,000 

3,000,000 

1,300,000 

10,000,000 

20,000,000 

1,150,000 

451,000 

500,000 

2,000,000 

1,100,000 

2,000,000 

275,000 



" Further, the whole stock of coffee, representing a value of 50 to 65 millions of francs, is held up 
by the German authorities." 

Approximate value of goods seized at Antwerp by the German Authorities. 
(Report of the President of the Chamber of Commerce.) 

" The greater part of the merchandise seized was removed and transported to Germany imthout any 
assessment. I 'art of it was carried away in motor vehicles without any vouchers being given of its 
requisition. After numerous steps had been taken the traders who were the victims of these proceedings 
succeeded in obtaining vouchers for the various quantities removed. 

" The situation has 
warehoused at Antwerp. 



since been still further aggravated by the seizure of the stores of wood 



" The German Authorities have lately sent the following notice to Wood Merchants : 

^^^ Whatever is in your possession either on your own account or on the account of others in the way of pine 
joists of ^ to g centimetres, as broad as possible and at least 4 metres long, or pine planks, also as 
broad as possible a?id not less than ^ metres in length by about 21/8 centimetres in thickness, are 
seized or requisitioned by the German Armv Department and will shortly be exported to Germany. 



You are responsible for the preservation warranty or instirance of tite goods, 
hereafter by the War Office at Berlin.' 



The price will be fixed 



" Seizures of the same nature were made in all the industrial centres of the country. Everywhere 
raw materials have been carried away or are held up with a view to their being used to assist German 
trade. 

" In certain localities the Germans have gone still farther and compelled the manufacturers under 
threat or confiscation to prepare the raw materials requisitioned. Thus, MM. Cornesse Bros , Tanners 
at Stavelot, were informed that the German Authorites would remove the skins of their manufacture 
and compel them to cure 300 skins per month for export to Berlin. 

" On the 17th March MM. Cornesse addressed the following protest to the German Governor 
general at Brussels, and to the Minister of War at Berlin : 

'"The German Military Authority has justdecidedthat tan hides of our manufacture will be removed 
by them and exported to Berlin where the price would be definitely fixed by a Commission 
appointed by the Mmister of War. 

'"We can but protest against this seizure which is directly contrary to the international Convention 
drawn up at the Hague, especially as these hides are taken from us in order to be exported to 
Germany and worked in that Country.' '' 

Extract from the 13th report of the Committee of Inquiry. 
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Gesetz- und Verordnungsblatt 

fur die okkupierten Gebiete Belgiens. 

Wet- eo VeromeoinQsmad voor de bezette streKen vaii Beloie. 
Buietin officiei des Lois el Arretes pour le ttrfiteire lieliie eumie. 

BRiJSSEL \> XT. 4. JAJ«L'AR t9IS. 

BEFEHL. 

Der belgischen BeTollieruiig wird hicuarcli eioe Kriegslonlribotloa to Hiihe roi monatllch 40 Wttimen Franks fir die Dtaef 
cines Jahres atifertegt, 

Die Verpnicbuiig zur Zatalong liegt den neun ProVioicen ob, die fiir die gestikKU^aa Beiafs ab (jlnwinUehaldtter itjUB, 

Die Zahlung' der erstna beidrn Raltn hat spileslens bis IS. Jiniur 191t(, die der lolgendcn ]<weils tpilesMi bit 10. euKS jedeD 
Monais an die FeldkriegfiUaase des Kaiserllcben Generalgouvernements-ia Briusei n erfotgen, 

Werden zur BescbalTung roit Zablniigsmitleln seilens der Prorinzea Scbuklurkunden !usee>lelll, so beuifnml dereo Fono und 
Jnball der Kaiserllctae Geneiallunnmissar fur die Banken in Belgieo. 

BriiEsel, den 10. Dezember 1914. 

Dor G«iienlg(Hivemeur in Belgio, 
FMberr ymi Buane. 

BEVEL. 

Aan de berolking Tin Belgie word! bierdoor eene owlogscbsiting nB<Buiufdcl|)k> 40niHi<« (ruken opgclegd, roor den 
duur ran £6n jaar 

De verplicbting tot belaling is aan de negen providcien opgelegd, dk daerroor lolidalr ausprakclilk zii«. 

De beialiDg der iivce eersie aandealbedragcn moei gedaanworden tea laaina «i dea IS* Januari 1915, d« belaling der volgende 
aandeclsliedragen ledcr leii laaisie lot den 10* van iedere nuaod, aan dt reldoorlogskas van bet KcizerlilkGeneraal-Gouvememenl 
in RriisscI 

Indien donr de pronncien scholdbekenlenisscn worden opgemaatt ten einde betalingSBiiddelen te verschaffcn. wordcn de »orni CB 
de intioud van deze scbuidbekentenissen bepaald door den Keizerlijkeo Commiaaaris Generaal voor de Banken in Belgif. 

Brussel, den 10' Decefflber 1914 _ . * i. ■■ „j^i 

' Dt Couvenieiir t«acraal in BHgiJ, 

Baron tok Bisscg 

ORDliE 
II est impost a la populalion de Bolgique une coniribouon de guerre s'ilevant 1 40 millions us francs a payer monsaellcmcnt pea- 
uani la durtc d one annte 
Le parerasBt de ccs monlanta est 1 la cbarge-dcinenf provinces, qui on sont leonea comaie dibit/icea solidaires. 
Les deui premijres mensnalK^t aonllrtaliserau plus lard la IS janrjor )9Hf, lea iBe»ai»l«45 BiiTOUes an pnia urd le fO do 
cbaqno mois suivani k Ik caisse de Vumie eo campagno do f.ouvcraemeni Gtafral Imperial k Brazellas. 

Dans le cm oft- les prorincea daotleal iwonrir k remission doWigsiions a r«««tjle se procnrer les fonda nicessalrcs, Ja torao «t 
la waeur de ces lUrw scront ddtmnliitea perle Corotoissaire C6otnl lftip«rial pour les banqiwa en Bel»iqw. 

Bm«l.l«,lolordto«.br,tOM, ^. u GodTemor g4rt«l « BeWip,. 

Bir«D TOR Bmnc 
^Translation.) 

OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF LAWS AND REGULATIONS FOR THE BELGIAN 

TERRITORY UNDER OCCUPATION. 

BY ORDER. 
A war contribution of 40,000,000 francs is imposed upon tlie population of Belgium to be paid monthly during one year. 
The nine provinces, will be responsible for this amount and will be held jointly liable for its payment. 
The two first monthly payments must be made not later than the 15th of January, 1915. The following payments not 
later than the loth of each following month at the Treasury of the Army in the field and the Imperial General Government 
at Brussels. 

Should the provinces be compelled to have recourse to the issue of obligations in order to procure the necessary funds 
the form and tenor of this stock will be determirted by the Imperial Commissioner General, as regards the banks in Belgium. 
Brussels, loth December, 1914. 

Governor General in Belgium, 
Baron Von Bissing. 

Page of the Moniteur beige (under the control of the Germans) containing an order imposing on Belgium 
a war contribution of 40,000,000 francs to be paid monthly. 
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The Kaiser : " You see you have lost everything.' ' 

The King of the Belgians : " Not my soul." 

(Reproduced by special permission of the Proprietors of Punch. ) 

The country that did not sell her soul. 
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